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A BURST OF LIFE IN COLLEGE MINISTRY

College ministry is a unique challenge for staff members due to the transient nature
of the stage of life. This cycle of students coming in and out each semester can hinder
the formation of deep relationships with the church and with other believers. While
connecting with students has been more difficult in the past, God is particularly
blessing their ministry this summer.

A Turning Point

"This summer has felt different, like a turning point for the ministry. Our Director,
Mark Purser, has been focusing on casting vision for the students to take ownership
over the ministry. We're emphasizing the potential for spiritual growth and deep
community if they're fully committed for the short time they're home.

They're buying-in to the ministry more than I've seen in the eight summers I've been
on staff. There has always been a group of students that is invested and fully present,
but this year more of the students are more committed than ever. There's been a
distinct shift in the momentum, and it's been so exciting and encouraging.

The summer is always a big time for us. A lot of students who grew up at Briarwood
are back home, and we put on more events than we do during the school year. For
me, this involves heavily recruiting new and returning students who are still deciding
if they want to be part of the ministry. But this year, the students were doing that for
me. Last year's freshmen were bringing this year's freshmen to our Sunday night Bible
studies. Students were making sure to be in town for College Night and were bringing
friends. Our numbers were higher than ever with less top-down recruiting.

The reputation built from the past few summers is building on itself now as students
are entering the ministry excited and eager to make it their own. We are watching
years of encouraging and fruitful ministry build on itself and be blessed by God."

— Jenna Viets, College Ministry Staff
The Lord is at Work

"The Lord has been at work in the lives of our college students this summer. Our
college night meals together have been energetic and fun. Students have been engaging
with one another and with God’s Word on a deep and personal level during our Bible
study discussions on Sunday nights.

We have been learning about authentic discipleship on Tuesday nights and it is
obviously resonating with many of our students. I have had multiple one-on-one
conversations this summer where students are wrestling with God’s Word and applying
it to the circumstances of their lives. I have seen multiple students bring friends to
our weekly large group meeting. I can think of specific students right now who are
working through conflict, or repenting of sin, or wrestling with calls to ministry.

Our students are serious about following the Lord, and it shows. It has made being a
part of our college community this summer such a blessing. The Holy Spirit has been
at work."

— Mark Purser, College Director



FEATURED EVENTS

Women’s Fall Kickoff — Women’s Ministry | August 15

Join us for this year’s Women’s Fall Kickoff on Saturday, August 15, from 9:30 a.m. to
noon in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme is Gals on the Green, so wear your favorite
golfing outfit and be ready for fun and fellowship! The event is free, but registration helps
us plan well. To register go to briarwood.org/women.

* Nursery is available for select events upon reservation at briarwood.org/nursery.
Stay up-to-date with upcoming events on the Briarwood App.

IN THE BRIARWOOD BOOKSTORE

Saved to Sin No More: How Union with Christ Empowers a Life of Holiness
By Brad Wetherell | Adult Book

Many Christians know what it’s like to feel worn down in the fight against sin. Others
quietly settle into apathy, growing comfortable with the patterns they once resisted.
What will free us to live a life of heartfelt obedience to Jesus Christ, pursuing Him, and
becoming more like Him? Scripture points us to a single, liberating hope, with the power
to free us for good. Encouraging for new Christians and lifelong believers, this book
explores how union with Christ offers lasting freedom and hope, both in this life and
beyond the grave. Chapter by chapter, pastor and author Brad Wetherell walks readers
through key biblical passages, showing that in Christ we can marvel at the miracle of
conversion, fight sin with greater confidence, and rest in the riches of God’s glorious
grace. Price: $14.99

Indescribable Atlas Adventures: An Explorer's Guide to Geography, Animals, and
Cultures Through God's Amazing World
By Louie Giglio | Children's Book

Indescribable Atlas Adventures offers a self-guided tour for your favorite explorer
throughout the seven continents and over 50 countries. Easy-to-read maps, more
than 1,500 facts, and a world map that helps kids identify each continent and country
will help your child to think globally and discover new insights into God's incredible
creation. Each map includes: an overview of each country’s population, languages, and
prominent features; key facts about the country's capital cities; neighboring countries;
and the national bird, tree, and dish; notable people and their amazing achievements;
the country's terrain, climate, wildlife, contributions to space exploration, cultural
hallmarks, and Christian faith traditions; and biblical and inspirational pieces, like
devotional thoughts, prayers, and Bible verses that highlight how amazing God and His
world are. Indescribable Atlas Adventures is great for ages 6 to 10 and spotlights several
fascinating ecosystems, like the Sahara, Amazon, and Great Barrier Reef. This book has
a large trim size to help kids explore fun details on each page and is a perfect "my first
atlas of the world" gift for curious kids. Price: $18.99

Featured books are available in the Bookstore or online at briarwood.org/bookstore.



MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

Persecuted Church Prayer Meeting — August 9, at 5:00 pm in W-202. All are invited
to a special time of prayer for our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ.

BTS Biscuits & Bible: A Morning with Bavinck & Calvin — August 15 from 8:30 a.m.
to noon in room A201. Featuring Dr. N. Gray Sutanto and Dr. Scott Redd, with open
Q&A and breakfast included. Register: https://tinyurl.com/a7vtf7cp.

Canned Food Drive — August 16. Begin gathering your canned goods and non-
perishables for Grace Klein. That Sunday, you will leave your donations behind your
vehicle for the Mercy Ministry Team to pick up while you are in church.

Trailblazers Q&A with Dr. Scott Redd — August 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Join the Briarwood Trailblazers for a lunch and Q&A time with Dr. Scott Redd!
Sign up online for $10 at briarwood.org/trailblazers.

Become a Briarwood Member — August 19, 22, & 23. All newcomers and prospective
members are invited to attend our Briarwood Inquirers Classes. Attending these classes
does not obligate you to join. To sign up, email Wendy at wlong@briarwood.org.

Trail Life & American Heritage Girls Open House — August 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Gym. All boys and girls and their parents are invited to learn about these Christ-centered
character, leadership, and outdoor adventure ministries for children ages 5-17.

Reformed Forum Fall Conference — August 28-29 at Cahaba Park Presbyterian
Church. Dive into deep discussions and fresh insights at this year’s conference with
Birmingham Theological Seminary. Register online at briarwood.org/events.

Children’s Promotion Sunday — August 30. If you are planning on holding your child
back for the 2026-27 school year, let us know so we can make sure to place him/her in
the appropriate Sunday School class. Email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

YBL Fall Breakfast — September 11 from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m. at Samford’s Harbert Center.
Join us for “Fathers Who Transform Communities” from speaker Alton Hardy, Pastor of
Urban Hope Community Church. Register online at ybl.org/events.

Trailblazers Tour of New Orleans — October 5-9. Travel with the Briarwood Trailblazers
for a guided tour of New Orleans. Register online at briarwood.org/trailblazers.

Father Son Retreat — October 9-11, Calling all rising 3rd-6th graders and fathers! This
retreat at Shocco Springs will be a great time for fathers and sons to connect with each
other and together connect to their creator. Register online at briarwood.org/events.

Children’s Catechism Sunday School — Registration is now open for rising 4th-6th
graders. This 9-month class requires weekly homework and memorization. Space is
limited to 20 participants. To register, email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

Job Opening: Pastor of Discipleship & Evangelism — This position will develop a
vibrant, multi-layer approach to equipping believers, developing leaders, and shaping a

culture of disciple-making and evangelism in our church. Email Lreese@briarwood.org.

Stay up-to-date with events and opportunities with the Briarwood B-Mail newsletter.



WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

Sunday, August 9 — Briarwood Prayer Focus

Father, we pray for our Sunday School teachers, those teaching in our adult, youth,
and children classes. We ask You to fill them with Your steadfast love and keep
them faithful to Your Word as they guide and shape the hearts and minds of our
congregation.

Monday, August 10 — Birmingham Prayer Focus

Please pray for our ministry partner, Grace House, as a new school year begins. Pray
for the 50 current girls and the new girls who will join Grace House throughout the
2026-27 school year. Ask God to equip them with the educational, emotional, and
spiritual tools they need, and that each one would come to know Jesus as her Savior.

Tuesday, August 11 — Missions Prayer Focus

Pray for the fall ESL classes, that God would use these ministries to deepen
relationships between Briarwood members and internationals and draw people to
Himself. Also pray for internationals studying the Bible one-on-one or in groups, that
God would open their hearts to see their need for Jesus as Lord and Savior. The flag of
Japan will be featured in the Worship Center this Sunday.

Wednesday, August 12 — Global Ministry Partners

Pray for Mark and Anastasia Petrou with Child Evangelism Fellowship in Greece,
Shayne and Alex Philander with Southern Africa Reformed Mission in South Africa,
Brian and Jennifer Phillips with Campus Outreach SERVE serving internationally, and
James and Grace Pineda with Campus Outreach SERVE.

Thursday, August 13 — National Ministry Partners

Pray for Ryan and Megan McVicar with Red Tree Presbyterian Church in Ann Arbor
Michigan, Dan Millward with Redeemer Presbyterian in Detroit, Michigan, Kevin
and Judith Moore with Mission Increase in Alabama, and Jeff and Ann Nelson with
Children's Bible Mission in Alabama.

Friday, August 14 — Briarwood Officers and Staff

Pray for our Briarwood Elders: Bill Armistead, Steve Gathings, David Myers; Deacons:
Carlos Crum, Colin McCown, Josiah Van Puffelen; Briarwood Staff: Children's
Director Jake Stallings and his wife Shelly.

Saturday, August 15 — Church Family

Pray for hospitalized members Sandy Bell, Allie Brown, Bruce Bush, Barbara
Cartledge, Gwen Cason, Vera Cull, Ellie Jackson, Carol Lee, Jim Ragland, Millie Black,
Lori Cooper, and Pat Gordon.

Our love and sympathy to Carolyn, Mary Ann, Daniel and Ben Friday and family on
the death of their mother and grandmother, member Mary Douglas, on July 29, and
to Judy O’Brien and family on the death of her brother, Ron Bateman Jr., on August 2.

Receive each day’s prayer as a notification through the Briarwood App.
In your Briarwood App settings, enable “Weekly Prayer Guide” notifications.



Briarwood Presbyterian Church

2200 Briarwood Way
Birmingham, AL 35243-2923

THIS LORD’S DAY

Sunday Morning Worship Services:
“A Clean Heart”
Psalm 51
Dr. Scott Redd

Sunday Evening Worship:
"A Prophet in His Hometown"
Mark 6:1-6
Dr. Scott Redd

Watch our live-stream on the Briarwood App, Facebook, YouTube or briarwood.org.
Watch or listen to previous sermons on the Briarwood App.



