
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
CONVOCATION SERVICE
Sunday, August 16 at 6:00 p.m. during the Evening Service 

Join us for a special time of prayer and recognition for our 
Christian Educators and students as they begin a new school year.

Learn more about Briarwood's education ministries at
briarwoodchristianschool.org and bts.education.
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BTS FALL 2026 SEMESTER
BTS is committed to biblical inerrancy, historic reformed theology, 

and protestant confessionalism. The Bible is our only rule of faith and practice, 
and all our classes are taught with biblical fidelity. 

LIVE BIRMINGHAM CLASSES: 
Theology of Public Worship	 Dr. John Haines
Beginning Greek I	 Prof. Bruce Horsley
Beginning Hebrew I	 Prof. Bill Stroup
Ministry of the Word I (Models of Preaching)	 Dr. Jackie Gaston
Systematic Theology IV (Soteriology)	 Dr. Jay Haley
Counseling in the Local Church I	 Dr. Greg Norfleet
Presbyterian Church History	 Prof. Ike Reeder
Introduction to Theological Research & Writing	 Dr. Amy Boe
Biblical Theology of Missions	 Dr. Amy Boe
Old Testament Studies III (Wisdom)	 Prof. Justin Richardson	

VIDEO CONFERENCE:
Early & Medieval Church History	 Dr. Ben Birdsong
Apologetics and Evangelism	 Dr. Ben Birdsong
Beginning Greek I	 Dr. Brandon Jenkins
Greek Textual Criticism	 Dr. Pat Sanders
Introduction to Theological Research & Writing	 Dr. Pat Sanders
Biblical Readings in Counseling (Seminar)	 Dr. Howard Eyrich
Old Testament Studies I (Pentateuch)	 Dr. Jud Davis
New Testament Studies I (Gospels-Acts)	 Dr. Rita Cefalu
Advanced Greek II (Gospel of John)	 Dr. Pat Sanders
Introduction to Covenant Theology	 Dr. Reed DePace
Spiritual Disciplines of the Christian Life 	 Dr. Bob Smart
Beginning Hebrew I	 Dr. Jud Davis
Introduction to Apologetics	 Prof. Rev. Jason Dollar

BIRMINGHAM INTENSIVES:
Techniques of Church Planting	 Dr. Paul Long
New Testament Studies I (Gospels-Acts)	 Rev. Mike Jones 
Introduction to Biblical Counseling	 Dr. Howard Eyrich
Leadership Development & Deployment	 Dr. Brian Cosby
Presbyterian Polity	 Rev. Fred Greco
Biblical Counseling: Sexuality and Gender	 Dr. Mark Horne
Ministry to Children, Youth, & Family	 Dr. Ben Birdsong
Introduction to Soul Trauma	 Dr. Timothy Mallard

THM (SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY):
Issues in Soteriology: The Doctrine of Justification 	 Dr. Roy McDaniel
Explorations in Sacramental Theology	 Dr. Harrison, Perkins

Fall Semester: September 8 – December 11 
Drop/Add Period Ends: September 8 – September 22

Learn more about BTS or sign up for classes at bts.education. 



IN THE BRIARWOOD BOOKSTORE 

The Desecration of Man: How the Rejection of God Degrades Our Humanity
by Carl R. Trueman  |  Adult Book

As church attendance falls, suicide rates climb, and birth rates plummet, Christian 
pundits have suggested disenchantment and the loss of tradition are to blame for 
our spiritual malaise. But what if the problem is both much simpler and much more 
serious? In The Desecration of Man, Carl Trueman argues that modern man's crisis 
of meaning stems from a rejection of a simple fact—that he was made in the image of 
God. Unmoored from the basic moral fact that secures human dignity, we violently 
disrespect our own minds and bodies through abortion, pornography, casual sex, gender 
transitions, and more—and in this disrespect we blaspheme against God himself, with 
devastating practical and spiritual consequences. With gentle pastoral wisdom, deep 
insight into church history, and an impressive command of philosophical genealogies, 
The Desecration of Man speaks to those troubled by the spiritual sickness of our time 
and points toward consecration to a God who is alive and loving as a solution. The Early 
Church triumphed over Rome because it offered life in place of death. It is time for 
modern Christians to offer the same kind of vision. Price: $23.00

Calm Thoughts for Kids: 90 Devotions for Anxious Days
By Max Lucado  |  Children's Book

In this book, Max Lucado offers hope and calm for kids who are facing fears and having 
anxious thoughts. Our children are growing up in an uncertain world, and it's hard for 
them to put their worries into God's hands, especially as they struggle to name their 
fears and concerns. Instead of wondering about the coming day, this book teaches them 
to find calm, joy, and even excitement about what today and tomorrow will bring as they 
spend time with God. Calm Thoughts for Kids includes Bible verses, prayers, comforting 
artwork, short devotions with kid-friendly analogies, a quick-reference list of God's 
promises, and thoughtful practices and questions to encourage conversation between 
you and your children. Let this 90-day devotional calm young hearts as they exchange 
their worries for the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding. Price: $15.99

Featured books are available in the Bookstore or online at briarwood.org/bookstore.

FEATURED EVENTS
Women’s Fall Kickoff — Women’s Ministry  |  August 15
Join us for this year’s Women’s Fall Kickoff on Saturday, August 15, from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme is Gals on the Green, so wear your favorite 
golfing outfit and be ready for fun and fellowship! The event is free, but registration helps 
us plan well. To register go to briarwood.org/women.

* Nursery is available for select events upon reservation at briarwood.org/nursery.
Stay up-to-date with upcoming events on the Briarwood App.



MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Canned Food Drive — August 16. Begin gathering your canned goods and non-
perishables for Grace Klein. Please leave your donations behind your vehicle for the 
Mercy Ministry Team to pick up while you are in church. 

Local Ministry Prayer — August 16 at 5:00 p.m. in the Prayer Room. All are invited to 
come and pray for our local ministry partners and mobilization opportunities. 

Trailblazers Q&A with Dr. Scott Redd — August 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. Join the Briarwood Trailblazers for a lunch and Q&A time with Dr. Scott Redd! 
Sign up online for $10 at briarwood.org/trailblazers.

Join the Choir — Beginning August 19. We need you in the Briarwood Choir! Show up 
any Wednesday evening at 6:30 for rehearsal. Sign up at www.signupforchoir.com.

Become a Briarwood Member — August 19, 22, & 23. All newcomers and prospective 
members are invited to attend our Briarwood Inquirers Classes. Attending these classes 
does not obligate you to join. To sign up, email Wendy at wlong@briarwood.org.

Trail Life & American Heritage Girls Open House — August 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Gym. All boys and girls and their parents are invited to learn about these Christ-centered 
character, leadership, and outdoor adventure ministries for children ages 5–17.

International Welcome Picnic — August 22 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Vulcan Park. Join 
us in welcoming new international students at UAB with a picnic where students can get 
to know new friends. To volunteer, email hmcdougall@briarwood.org.

Communion Service — August 23. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in the evening 
service. An alms mercy offering will be received. Elements are gluten-free.

Foster Parenting Classes — Orientation meeting on August 26 at 6:00 p.m. in G101. 
Classes begin September 9 at 6:00 pm in G103. Register online at lifelinechild.org/
upcoming-event/al-foster-parent-training-orientation-2/.

Reformed Forum Fall Conference — August 28–29 at Cahaba Park Presbyterian 
Church. Dive into deep discussions and fresh insights at this year’s conference with 
Birmingham Theological Seminary. Register online at briarwood.org/events.

Children’s Promotion Sunday — August 30. If you are planning on holding your child 
back for the 2026–27 school year, let us know so we can make sure to place him/her in 
the appropriate Sunday School class. Email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

YBL Fall Breakfast — September 11 from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m. at the Harbert Center. Join 
us for “Faithful men, Strong Communities” from speaker Alton Hardy, Pastor of Urban 
Hope Community Church. Register online at ybl.org/events.

Adoption & Foster Connection — September 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Bride's Room. 
Current and interested foster and adoption parents are invited to meet with other like-
minded families to encourage and equip one another. Email w.carter.ralph@gmail.com.

Trailblazers Tour of New Orleans — October 5–9. Travel with the Briarwood Trailblazers 
for a guided tour of New Orleans. Register online at briarwood.org/trailblazers. 



WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE
Sunday, August 16 — Briarwood Prayer Focus
Lord, I thank you for those who were baptized during Morning Worship. May they be 
protected by your Holy Spirit as they put on the whole armor of God to fight against 
the schemes of the devil (Ephesians 6:10). We pray that they grow to know and love 
you more each day.

Monday, August 17 — Birmingham Prayer Focus
Pray for the Life on Wheels ministry as they use mobile units in Birmingham and 
Montgomery to provide ultrasounds, save babies, and share the Gospel. For more 
information or to get involved, visit lifeonwheelsalabama.com.

Tuesday, August 18 — Missions Prayer Focus
Pray for continued successful follow-up conversations with pastors who sought more 
information about the January 2027 Lampstand Conference at General Assembly. Pray 
that these conversations would spark early registrations for the January conference 
and that the Lord would continue opening doors for future conferences.

Wednesday, August 19 — Global Ministry Partners
Pray for Craig and Stacy Pohl with Mission to the World in Japan, John and Kelley 
Beth Prabhakar with Mission to the World in South Asia, Raul and Claudia Profire 
with Mission to the World in Romania, and Rodrigo Puebla with Campus Outreach 
SERVE in Mexico.

Thursday, August 20 — National Ministry Partners 
Pray for Doug and Pam Nuenke with Navigators in Colorado, Shane and Vickie 
O'Hara with Team 5:18 in Louisiana, Brad and Ann Owens with RUF, UAB, and Phil 
and Amy Pippenger with Crossroads in East Tennessee.

Friday, August 21 — Briarwood Officers and Staff
Pray for our Briarwood Elders: Billy Ball, Dave Giddens, Jeff Olin; Deacons: Brandon 
Darroch, Nathan McIntosh, Chuck Warlick; Briarwood Staff: Mercy Ministry Pastor 
Chris Thompson and his wife Lynn.

Saturday, August 22 — Church Family 
Pray for hospitalized members Sandy Bell, Bruce Bush, Barbara Cartledge, David 
Clarke, Vera Cull, Ellen Fox, Carol Lee, Lori Cooper.
 
Our love and sympathy to Brenda Harris, Hannah Delk and family on the death 
of their father and grandfather, Jerry Butte Austin, on August 6; to Candi, Grace, 
Victoria, Julianna and Misha Campbell and family on the death of their father and 
grandfather, Dave Engel, on August 6; and to Kristin, Matthew and Caleb Landers and 
family on the death of their father and grandfather, Bob Day, on August 7.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

 
Receive each day’s prayer as a notification through the Briarwood App.

In your Briarwood App settings, enable “Weekly Prayer Guide” notifications.
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THIS LORD’S DAY
Sunday Morning Worship Services:

“The Divine Council”
Psalm 82

Dr. Scott Redd

Please leave your canned food drive donations behind your vehicle for the 
Mercy Ministry Team to pick up while you are in church. 

Sunday Evening Worship:
Christian Education Convocation Service

"Two By Two"
Mark 6:7–13

Dr. Scott Redd

Watch our live-stream on the Briarwood App, Facebook, YouTube or briarwood.org.
Watch or listen to previous sermons on the Briarwood App.


