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WOMEN'S FALL KICKOFF
Every year, the Women’s Ministry spares no effort for the Fall Kickoff Event. It's our 
biggest fellowship event of the year. If you are looking to get involved at our church 
or to deepen relationships with other women, this is the best place to start. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Meaningful Community

“I deeply value the time spent with like-minded women who are willing to share pieces 
of their stories. These stories are always an encouragement and a reminder that we do 
not walk through this world alone. God, in His kindness, created us for relationship and 
community, and I’ve found the women’s ministry to be a beautiful space where I can live 
out that design. 

My experience attending the women’s events over the past few years has been an 
incredible blessing. These gatherings have not only given me the opportunity to reconnect 
with dear friends but have also opened doors to meet women in different life stages and 
seasons than my own. Whether it’s the in-town or out-of-town retreats, our annual 
kickoffs, Wednesday night Bible studies, or summer fellowship events—each one has 
served as a meaningful place of connection within the body of Christ at our local church. 

What I also love is the joyful spirit that permeates everything we do. We take God’s Word 
seriously, but we also know how to have fun together—and that balance is such a gift! 
I’m incredibly thankful to be part of a church like Briarwood, and to share in covenant 
community with such remarkable women."

−Heather Purser, Briarwood Member

“It’s such a joy to watch a 25-year-old sit down next to a 65-year-old—both decked out 
in their themed outfits—and discover how much they have in common. Every year, 
someone shares a story of a new friendship or connection that began at the Kickoff. These 
moments remind us that our large church can feel wonderfully small when we laugh 
together and make new memories. 

As believers, we know that God is sovereign in placing us in the local church family 
where He wants us to live life together. Events like this give us a beautiful opportunity to 
strengthen relationships and grow closer as sisters in Christ.”

−Kristie Harrick, Women’s Ministry Director

Registration & Information

This event is completely free! The only requirement is that you register on our website 
when it opens on Monday, August 4. 

This year's theme is "Gals on the Green" and we encourage you to wear your best golf 
inspired outfit. Shorts and t-shirts work great! Come enjoy fun and fellowship with 
Briarwood Women as we kick off our fall semester!

Register now at briarwood.org/women.



IN THE BRIARWOOD BOOKSTORE 

Superbia: The Perils of Pride. The Power of Humility
By Dr. Steven Willing  |  Adult Book

Christians today are under siege, and their influence is dwindling. Despite unprecedented 
affluence, the scourges of mental illness, drug addiction, and loneliness are at an all-time 
high. Political, racial, sexual, generational, and religious polarization is ripping us apart. 
Sometimes, the profoundest truths are the most ancient. In this provocative work, 
apologist and author Dr. Steven Willing explores the age-old and forgotten sin of pride, 
demonstrating a startling harmony between Biblical precepts and cutting-edge research 
in how our minds work. In that wisdom we find answers to some of our most challenging 
questions: What is the key to unlocking the mystery of human behavior? What is the root 
of most conflict and failure? How can smart people believe crazy things with complete 
certainty? Why is the Church so divided? Why do the "experts" disagree over everything? 
Can we trust them? Should we? But it doesn't end there. The remedy lies in the Biblical 
virtue of humility, through which we can become vessels of God's mighty power. We 
are all afflicted by a fatal flaw. Superbia will show you how to recognize it, and how to 
overcome it. Read this—you will never think the same again. You can find Willing's 
article regarding this book in the current edition of byFaith PCA magazine. Price: $11.99

Arlo Takes Off
by Betsy Childs Howard  |  Children's Book

Written for children ages 3–7, this engaging picture book helps kids resist the message of 
expressive individualism that their feelings define who they are. Arlo Takes Off addresses 
bodily limitations and teaches kids that stepping outside of God’s design only leads to 
harm. When Arlo’s favorite TV show tells him he can be anything he wants to be, he 
decides he wants to be like a bird and fly! When both he and his high hopes hit the 
ground, Arlo learns a painful lesson. His parents help him understand that we can only 
be who God made us to be, no matter what others may tell us. In a world that promises 
endless possibilities, it’s easy for little ones to feel discouraged when things do not go as 
they imagined. But by learning how God uniquely created each of us—with our bodies, 
abilities, and limitations—we discover a more joyful way to live. Price: $14.99

Featured books are available in the Bookstore or online at briarwood.org/bookstore.

FEATURED EVENTS
Women’s Fall Kickoff — Women’s Ministry  |  August 15
Join us for this year’s Women’s Fall Kickoff on Saturday, August 15, from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme is Gals on the Green, so wear your favorite 
golfing outfit and be ready for fun and fellowship! The event is free, but registration helps 
us plan well. To register go to briarwood.org/women.

* Nursery is available for select events upon reservation at briarwood.org/nursery.
Stay up-to-date with upcoming events on the Briarwood App.



MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
BTS Biscuits & Bible: A Morning with Bavinck & Calvin — August 15 from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon in room A201. Featuring Dr. N. Gray Sutanto and Dr. Scott Redd, with open 
Q&A and breakfast included. Register: https://tinyurl.com/a7vtf7cp.

Canned Food Drive — August 16. Begin gathering your canned goods and non-
perishables for Grace Klein. That Sunday, you will leave your donations behind your 
vehicle for the Mercy Ministry Team to pick up while you are in church.

Trailblazers Q&A with Dr. Scott Redd — August 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. Join the Briarwood Trailblazers for a lunch and Q&A time with Dr. Scott Redd! 
Sign up online for $10 at briarwood.org/trailblazers.

Become a Briarwood Member — August 19, 22, & 23. All newcomers and prospective 
members are invited to attend our Briarwood Inquirers Classes. Attending these classes 
does not obligate you to join. To sign up, email Wendy at wlong@briarwood.org.

Trail Life & American Heritage Girls Open House — August 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Gym. All boys and girls and their parents are invited to learn about these Christ-centered 
character, leadership, and outdoor adventure ministries for children ages 5–17.

Communion Service — August 23. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in the evening 
service. An alms mercy offering will be received. Elements are gluten-free.

Reformed Forum Fall Conference — August 28–29 at Cahaba Park Presbyterian 
Church. Dive into deep discussions and fresh insights at this year's conference with 
Birmingham Theological Seminary. Register online at briarwood.org/events.

Children’s Promotion Sunday — August 30. If you are planning on holding your child 
back for the 2026–27 school year, let us know so we can make sure to place him/her in 
the appropriate Sunday School class. Email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

YBL Fall Breakfast — September 11 from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m. at Samford's Harbert Center. 
Join us for "Fathers Who Transform Communities" from speaker Alton Hardy, pastor of 
Urban Hope Community Church. Register online at ybl.org/events.

Trailblazers Tour of New Orleans — October 5–9. Travel with the Briarwood Trailblazers 
for a guided tour of New Orleans. Register online at briarwood.org/trailblazers. 

Father Son Retreat — October 9–11, Calling all rising 3rd-6th graders and fathers! This 
retreat at Shocco Springs will be a great time for fathers and sons to connect with each 
other and together connect to their creator. Register online at briarwood.org/events.

Children’s Catechism Sunday School — Registration is now open for rising 4th–6th 
graders. This 9-month class requires weekly homework and memorization. Space is 
limited to 20 participants. To register, email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

Job Opening: Pastor of Evangelism & Discipleship — This position will develop a 
vibrant, multilayer approach to equipping believers, developing leaders, and shaping a 
culture of disciple-making and evangelism in our church. Email Ireese@briarwood.org.

Stay up-to-date with events and opportunities with the Briarwood B-Mail newsletter.



WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE
Sunday, August 2 — Briarwood Prayer Focus
Pray for the many volunteers helping throughout the year with our Nursery Ministry. 
We pray, God, that You fill their hearts with love and a caring spirit as they build 
relationships and help in the various activities/events and Sunday School for this 
ministry. We pray they will have strength to continue their work and to disciple the 
next generation.

Monday, August 3 — Birmingham Prayer Focus
Pray for NorthStar Soccer Ministries as they serve urban youth in Birmingham. 
Their Christ-centered soccer programs mentor and empower young people through 
leagues, camps, tutoring, and Bible studies. To learn how you can get involved, visit 
northstarsoccerministries.org/volunteers.

Tuesday, August 4 — Missions Prayer Focus
Please pray for the ministry of First Priority, whose mission is to share the hope of 
Christ with teens in the Greater Birmingham area. As a new school year begins, pray 
that those who become involved will hear the gospel, respond in faith, and continue 
to grow in their relationship with Christ. Several of our local schools are among the 
820 First Priority clubs across the U.S., reaching more than 29,000 students. The flag 
of Alabama will be featured in the Worship Center this Sunday. 

Wednesday, August 5 — Global Ministry Partners
Pray for Carlos and Ruth Perdomo with Impact International in Aruba, Kristian 
Perdomo with World Reach in Honduras, Argyris and Dina Petrou with AMG 
International in Greece, and Erik and Hara Petrou Greek Evangelical Church in 
Greece.

Thursday, August 6 — National Ministry Partners 
Pray for Leonard and Cecelia Mahoe with Cru in Hawaii, Hank and Chrisy Marshman 
with Cru in Tennessee, Paul May with Mission to North America in Aurora, Colorado, 
and Bob McPherson with Cru in Alabama.

Friday, August 7 — Briarwood Officers and Staff
Pray for our Briarwood Elders: Sam Duffey, Ken Friday, Don Murphy; Deacons: 
Ed Corcoran, Nick Maxey, Ryan Valentino; Briarwood Staff: Raiders Director Ben 
Stallings and his wife Kathleen.

Saturday, August 8 — Church Family 
Pray for hospitalized members Sandy Bell, Tom Jackson, Chuck Morgan, Joyce Wise.
 
Our love and sympathy to Bruce Bush and family on the death of his sister, Barbara 
Cope, on July 25.

…not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:25

 
Receive each day’s prayer as a notification through the Briarwood App.

In your Briarwood App settings, enable “Weekly Prayer Guide” notifications.
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THIS LORD’S DAY
Sunday Morning Worship Services:

“The Melody of a Grateful Heart”
Psalm 92

Rev. Jim Alexander, Pastoral Care Pastor

Sunday Evening Worship:
“The Prophet's Plea to Repent and Believe”

Isaiah 31
Rev. Wright Draper, Senior Adults Pastor 

Watch our live-stream on the Briarwood App, Facebook, YouTube or briarwood.org.
Watch or listen to previous sermons on the Briarwood App.


