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MORE THAN CHILDCARE
While reading a Jesus Storybook Bible together at home, one-year-old Abigail says 
something surprising to her mom. From the creation account, Maria reads to her 
daughter, “God created Adam and Eve.” Immediately, little Abigail recites, from 
memory, the foundational truth, “God made me.” 

Maria, knowing she hadn’t yet taught her to say that, was both impressed by her 
daughter’s capabilities and confused about how she learned this. How could a one-
year-old, who can barely form words, be reciting these truths so immediately? 

Nursery Director Angie Neugent and her team have already been teaching catechisms 
in Sunday School at a level even one-year-olds can understand. Though this may seem 
too early to begin catechisms, this is actually the most important age for this type of 
spiritual molding.

Barna Group research indicates that “the foundational elements of a person’s 
worldview actually begin to take shape between the ages of 15 and 18 months.” While 
development continues until age 12, these early months are critical for spiritual and 
moral formation.

At this age, babies are taking in a lot more information than they can express back 
to you. As they learn to make sense of the world around them, they are forming 
beliefs that will continue into their adult life. This is a huge responsibility for parents: 
to steward our children’s minds well and teach them the things that will matter for 
eternity.

Angie and the nursery staff are passionate about sharing this vision with parents; to 
build the foundation for these children to worship God and enjoy Him forever. It is 
a priority for the church staff to empower and aid parents in teaching their children 
about God’s Word at home. 

Angie Neugent’s vision for the Nursery Ministry stems from when she was a child 
listening to worship music with her parents and being encouraged by them to read 
God’s Word on her own. As she went to sleep, she heard the comforting truth that she 
was safe in God’s hands. Through conversation and time spent together on the couch, 
she learned the beauty of devoted time in the Bible. God has used these truths to shape 
her into who she is today. She is now passing that on to her children who she and her 
husband are aiming to raise to know the character of God through worship music and 
time spent in God’s Word. 

Angie and the nursery staff aim to encourage other parents to do the same. It is not 
easy to raise children, but they are here to help you. Not just on Sundays, but every day. 

Many members don’t realize that the Nursery offers care on weekday mornings. For a 
minimal fee, any Briarwood member can drop off their child with us for personal use 
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. from Monday through Thursday. While you enjoy 
fellowship or accomplish the many tasks it takes to manage a household, we would 
love to partner with you and care for your child physically and spiritually. 

Learn more about the Nursery Ministry at briarwood.org/nursery.



IN THE BRIARWOOD BOOKSTORE 

Eat, Drink, and Be Merry: A Gospel Call to Bold Enjoyment
by Ray Ortlund  |  Adult Book

Enjoying the human journey through this world can seem impossible. So much is 
going wrong these dark days. And the daily personal demands never let up. Who has 
the time—much less the freedom of heart—to play, to laugh, to delight? What’s more, 
those following Christ can also feel duty-bound to live in sacrificial austerity. But God’s 
strategy for wise living includes bold enjoyment. In fact, any “Christianity” that feels 
embarrassed about enjoying God’s good gifts dishonors Him and leaves Christians 
with less to give their suffering world. With a pastor’s heart, Ray Ortlund invites 
readers to embrace God’s strategy for facing reality and living well. Meditating on  
Ecclesiastes 11:9–10, Ortlund explains how following Christ here in this world is a 
nuanced mix of both suffering and happiness. Ecclesiastes is a gospel call to accept the 
suffering and to savor the happiness—and savor it boldly. Price: $14.99

Jude and the Extraordinary, Spectacular, Miraculous Day: 
A Creative Retelling of the Feeding of the 5,000
by Jessica Dennis Bush  |  Children’s Book

The feeding of the 5,000, an extraordinary miracle recorded in all four Gospels, started 
with a small boy who offered his simple lunch of loaves and fish and watched Jesus turn 
it into something spectacular. Through one child, thousands experienced the abundant, 
transformative power and love of Christ. Readers follow a fictional character named 
Jude—who portrays the real-life child from scripture—as his day goes from predictable 
to extraordinary. On his way to the sea to watch the fishermen, he encounters Jesus 
and witnesses a miracle that will change his life forever. Written and illustrated by artist 
Jessica Dennis Bush, this imaginative retelling helps children step inside the Bible story 
to learn about Jesus’ teachings, what it means to follow Christ, and how God can use our 
“not enough” for His wise purposes. Price: $13.99

Featured books are available in the Bookstore or online at briarwood.org/bookstore.

FEATURED EVENTS
Impact Weekend — Youth Ministry  |  July 31 – August 2
High school students, join us for a weekend with speakers, worship, activities and 
discipleship groups at students’ homes! Come and allow the Lord to Impact your life so 
you can impact others! Register online at briarwood.org/events. 

Women’s Fall Kickoff — Women’s Ministry  |  August 15 *
Join us for this year’s Women’s Fall Kickoff on Saturday, August 15, from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme is Gals on the Green, so wear your favorite 
golfing outfit and be ready for fun and fellowship! The event is free, but registration helps 
us plan well. To register go to briarwood.org/women.

* Nursery is available for select events upon reservation at briarwood.org/nursery.
Stay up-to-date with upcoming events on the Briarwood App.



MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Trailblazers Music & Dessert — July 28 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in FH-E&F. Let’s go back 
to the fifties with the Briarwood Trailblazers for music and dessert with John Livingston! 
Sign up online or email sjohnston@briarwood.org.

Special Connections Volunteer Appreciation Dinner — August 5 from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Featuring speaker Max Bunn and music by John Livingston. 
Register online at briarwood.org/events by July 31. 

Canned Food Drive — August 16. Begin gathering your canned goods and non-
perishables for Grace Klein. That Sunday, you will leave your donations behind your 
vehicle for the Mercy Ministry Team to pick up while you are in church.

Trailblazers Q&A with Dr. Scott Redd — August 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. Join the Briarwood Trailblazers for a lunch and Q&A time with Dr. Scott Redd! 
Sign up online for $10 at briarwood.org/trailblazers.

Become a Briarwood Member — August 19, 22, & 23. All newcomers and prospective 
members are invited to attend our Briarwood Inquirers Classes. Attending these classes 
does not obligate you to join. To sign up, email Wendy at wlong@briarwood.org.

Trail Life & American Heritage Girls Open House — August 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Gym. All boys and girls and their parents are invited to learn about these Christ-centered 
character, leadership, and outdoor adventure ministries for children ages 5–17.

Children’s Promotion Sunday — August 30. If you are planning on holding your child 
back for the 2026–27 school year, let us know so we can make sure to place him/her in 
the appropriate Sunday School class. Email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

Women’s Fall Studies — Beginning September 8. Women, pick from classes meeting 
Monday–Thursday. See class topics and information at briarwood.org/women.

Father Son Retreat — October 9–11, Calling all rising 3rd-6th graders and fathers! This 
retreat at Shocco Springs will be a great time for fathers and sons to connect with each 
other and together connect to their creator. Register online at briarwood.org/events.

Children’s Catechism Sunday School — Registration is now open for rising 4th–6th 
graders. This 9-month class requires weekly homework and memorization. Space is 
limited to 20 participants. To register, email rmacoy@briarwood.org.

Job opening: Youth Pastor — This position involves responsibility for programming, 
discipleship, evangelism, outreach opportunities, retreats, leadership training, and staff 
development. Send resume to Cissy Johnson at cjohnson@briarwood.org.

Opportunity: Pastor of Evangelism & Discipleship — to develop a vibrant, multilayer 
approach to equipping believers, developing leaders, and shaping a culture of disciple-
making and evangelism in our church. Send resume to Ireese@briarwood.org.

Stay up-to-date with events and opportunities with the Briarwood B-Mail newsletter.



WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE
Sunday, July 26 — Briarwood Prayer Focus
Praise the Lord for how He is working through YBL and WBL ministries to raise up 
Christian leaders in the workplace. Pray for each of their Summer Series events to be 
impactful and fruitful for all who attend. May they disciple businessmen and women 
to better know how to honor Christ at work.

Monday, July 27 — Birmingham Prayer Focus
Pray for the Aspire Movement as they connect students with mentors committed to 
Life-on-Life influence. Ask for wisdom for mentors as they guide students to grow in 
leadership and faith in Jesus.

Tuesday, July 28 — Missions Prayer Focus
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine who are living under bombardment, 
nightly air raid alerts, and ongoing uncertainty.  Pray God would strengthen their faith, 
calm anxious minds and fear, and remind them they are not alone.  Pray that even in 
danger, they would cling to Christ and experience His peace and faithful presence each 
day. The flag of Ukraine will be featured in the Worship Center this Sunday. 

Wednesday, July 29 — Global Ministry Partners
Pray for Raul and Vivi Pacheco with Campus Outreach SERVE serving internationals, 
Jae and Jesslyn Park with Ministry to the Military & Internationals (MMI) in South 
Korea, Goce and Dragana Pecov with Cru in Macedonia, and Robbie and Dena 
Pennington with Campus Outreach SERVE serving internationally.

Thursday, July 30 — National Ministry Partners 
Pray for Stephen and Kate King, Tampa City Pres, Tampa, Florida, Fred and Jean 
Klett with CHAIM in Pennsylvania, John Long with MAI Soccer in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and Stephen and Eva Long with Sports Outreach in Texas.

Friday, July 31 — Briarwood Officers and Staff
Pray for our Briarwood Elders: Matt Denard, Jim Blackmon, Ed Chan; Deacons: Jason 
Cole, Joseph Martin, Kevin Ulch; Briarwood Staff: Director of Safety & Security Jason 
Springfield and his wife Margaret.

Saturday, August 1 — Church Family 
Pray for hospitalized members Sandy Bell, Dave Lewis, Robert Rutledge.
 
Our love and sympathy to Mary Runnels and family on the death of her husband, 
member Buddy Runnels, on July 20.

…not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:25

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

 
Receive each day’s prayer as a notification through the Briarwood App.

In your Briarwood App settings, enable “Weekly Prayer Guide” notifications.
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THIS LORD’S DAY
Sunday Morning Worship Services:

“Say So!”
Psalm 107

Rev. Rob Looper, National & Revitalization Pastor

Sunday Evening Worship:
“The Feet, Eyes, & Heart of Jesus”

Matthew 9:35–38 
Ben Weber, Campus Outreach Birmingham Director

Watch our live-stream on the Briarwood App, Facebook, YouTube or briarwood.org.
Watch or listen to previous sermons on the Briarwood App.


