


* Nursery available; reservations required at briarwood.org/nursery.

"Light Eternal" * 
Dec. 12 • 6:00 p.m.
Briarwood Ballet

"Hallelujah!  A Briarwood 
Christmas in Living Portraits" * 

Dec. 19 • 6:00 p.m.
Briarwood Music, Drama  

& Ballet Ministries

Family Candlelight  
Services *

Dec. 24 • 3:00 & 5:00 p.m.

Communion Candlelight  
Service

Dec. 24 • 11:00 p.m.  

                    

Sunday Morning  
Worship *

Dec. 26 • 10:00 a.m.              
(No Sunday School or evening worship)     

Christmas at Briarwood



Please bring non-perishable foods to the trailer in Parking Lot B,  
Mon.–Fri. 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  

to help meet the continuing needs of our community.

A Briarwood Christmas in Living Portraits

In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men.

John 1:4-5

Sun., Dec. 19 
6:00 p.m. 

Worship Center 

You are invited to  
this dramatic presentation  

by our Music, Drama  
and Ballet Ministries.

Nursery available  
by reservation  

at briarwood.org/nursery.

Briarwood will offer three candlelight services Friday, December 24. 

Family Candlelight Services • 3:00 and 5:00 p.m.  
Nursery available by reservation at briarwood.org/nursery. 

Candlelight Communion Service • 11:00 p.m.
An alms offering for the Mercy Ministry will be received.  Elements are gluten-free.

Christmas Eve

Mon.–Fri. 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. • Sat. Closed • Sun. 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Come shop the  
Briarwood Christian Bookstore 
during extended holiday hours.

A Briarwood Christmas in Living Portraits

In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men.

John 1:4-5



Celebration of   Worship
Third Sunday of Advent

Morning Services of Divine Worship – December 12, 2021

Worship Leaders
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III, Pastor/Teacher

Mr. Bruce Stallings, Executive Pastor           	 Rev. Daniel Cason, Pianist
Dr. John Haines, Worship Pastor           	 Mr. Hunter Goff, Organist

The Gathering of God’s People   
…in the great assembly I will bless the Lord. Psalm 26:12

The Call to Worship and Preparation from the Psalms      	 Psalm 97:1 
	 [All:] 	 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice!

The Prelude and Time of Meditation and Confession    “In the Bleak Midwinter” (Holst)
Our glorious Savior and Redeemer, when the angels split open the skies over Bethlehem on that 
night long ago, their message was that of “Peace on earth!” Yet today, we are prone to wander 
from the very One who came to fulfill this promise to give us everlasting peace. Remind us 
anew, Lord, that the message the angels brought that night is one that can only be fulfilled as 
we yield our lives completely to You. As we prepare to celebrate Your birth, O Lord, may we be 
given a foretaste of the eternal peace that is yet to come.

The Invocation

The Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Reading 	                                         
Brent and Melanie Beth Gilbert  (8:00)

Scott and Kellie Stewart  (10:50)

*The Greeting of Grace and Peace 

*The Carol of Ascents                                         “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”  Carol 133
[Choir:]  

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given,
Unto us a Son is given: and his Name shall be called  

Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

[All:]
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;

With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb:

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”



Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

*The Confession of Truth                                                              Psalm 66:1–4; 24:7–8

        [Leader:] 	 Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious 	

			   praise! Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! So great is Your power that 		

			   your enemies come cringing to You.

        [All:] 		  All the earth worships You and sings praises to You; they sing praises to 		

			   Your name.

        [Leader:] 	 Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of 		

			   glory may come in. Who is this King of glory?

        [All:] 		  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

	 [Leader:] 	 The Word of the Lord.

        [All:] 		  Thanks be to God! 

The Petitioning of God’s Providence 
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5:16b

The Pastoral Prayer of Intercession 

The Adoration of God’s Glory
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor  

and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:13b

The Presentation and Consecration of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings	
Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns 
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. Proverbs 3:9–10

The Offertory                                                                                  “Ten Thousand Joys”
		                                              Audrey Jowers and Darryl Stracner, soloists

*The Season of Worship through the Carols of Christmas  
     “Angels We Have Heard on High” Carol 132 vv. 1, 2 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Carol 123 vv. 1, 4
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains.

 [Refrain:]
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, Which inspire your heav’nly song? (Refrain x2)

O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

[Refrain:]
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 



O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease, 

Fill all the world with heaven’s peace. (Refrain)

The Proclamation of God’s Word
For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,  

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow,  
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12

*The Prayer of Illumination

*†The Old Testament Reading                                                         Isaiah 9:1–7

The Exposition of God’s Word                                                             Pastor Reeder                                                                                                                 
III. Advent in Biblical Perspective

The Messiah King 
“Mighty God”

Isaiah 9:1–7

			   The Consecration of God’s People
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,  

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,  
which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1

*The Pastoral Benediction                                                  

*The Congregational Affirmation                                 “The First Noel” Carol 136 v. 6
Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.

The Postlude                                                  “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Barnes)

*The congregation is requested to stand, if able. 
† K4–3rd grade dismiss to the Children’s Auditorium for Children’s Worship. Following the 8:00 service, 

Children’s Worship participants will be escorted to their Sunday School rooms. Following the 10:50 service, 
please pick up K4–3rd grade children in the Children’s Auditorium. 

A Prayer Team is available following both morning services just to the right of the pulpit platform.  
The 8:00 a.m. service is also “signed” each week in the Worship Center. Both Sunday morning services  

are broadcast live on WLJR 88.5 FM, and available online at briarwood.org/livetv.

Texts used with permission granted through CCLI License agreement 124545.  
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version.

Evening Worship – 6:00 p.m.
Briarwood Ballet presents

“Light Eternal”

Sunday, December 12 • 6:00 p.m.
Worship Center

presents
Briarwood Ballet

Light
  Eternal




