
“The Real Net” 
Matthew 13:47-50 

 
I. Introduction: This parable is given by Jesus so we won’t “change channels” 
too early. In this ungodly world, it is easy to get discouraged, to think that 
we’re on the losing team or the wrong team. 
 

Why? We are tempted to forget what God is doing. How? 
 
In Matthew 13: we see four pictures of the Kingdom of God. The “kingdom 
parables” have taught us about the… 
 

R_________, C_________, G_________, V________ of the Kingdom 
Tonight, we see the consummation or climax of the kingdom.  
 
II. Amazing Picture. Appearances can be deceiving. In Jesus’ day it seemed 
unlikely that judgment was around the corner. He deals with such skepticism 
with a story designed to have maximum impact in three ways: 
 

A. The Story is ________________________. Look at the setting. He 
has talked about farming, cooking, real estate, jewelry, etc. Here…. 
 

1. He sits in a ________________to talk to spectators. 
 

2. He speaks of ____________ and _____________. 
 

3. He refers to a __________________ familiar to all.  
 
 B. The Story is ______________________. There is a startling sense of 
routine to what’s done with breathtaking simplicity. 
 
 C. The Story is ______________________. What happened to the fish 
will happen to you, me and everyone else – “The angels will come….” 
 
III. Conclusion. Why does Jesus stress this view of judgment? 
 

A. To encourage _______________________. Justice will prevail and the 
end will come. There will be an end. 
 

B. To encourage _________________. It is not a waste to trust and obey. 
 
 C. To encourage our ____________________. If the Kingdom is like this 
situation, it means we’re not swimming free waiting for the fishermen. 
They’re here and we’re already being gathered. We have a lot of fish around 
us that are not going to make the cut. They need Christ. 
 
  Everybody is ____________________________. 
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