
Hospitalized: Bob Crowe, Liz Pate, Barbara Pierce, Tony Poelt, Chris Thompson

Our love and sympathy to the family of member John Schoppert on his death on  

Apr. 10; and to Corky Rushin and family on the death of his wife, member Sandra 

Rushin, on Apr. 11. 

Praise the Lord! If My people who are called by My Name will humble themselves, and pray 

and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land.” II Chronicles 7:14   

Pray for our ministers this week as they care for His people. Pray for protection, 

direction, wisdom and courage for each of them and their families.  

Pray for Hunter and Vicki Brewer, church planters in Collierville, Tennessee. Praise 

God for the 53 men, women and children who have joined to worship. Pray for 

continued fruit in the life of their congregation. (The flag of Tennessee is featured in 

today’s worship service.)

“Continue steadfastly in prayer...” Colossians 4:2a 

We are busy making plans for in-person VBS 2021 which will be June 7-11! Please 

mark your calendar and make plans to attend. Registration will open soon so be 

on the lookout for an email with details. Interested in volunteering at VBS? Email 

Raleigh Macoy at rmacoy@briarwood.org and check out briarwood.org/vbs for 

updated details as they become available. To volunteer in the nursery area, email 

Alison Craig at acraig@briarwood.org.

With so many affected by recent storms in our area, consider giving to the Disaster 

Relief Fund that is now open to assist those who have experienced storm damage. 

There is also opporuntity to give hands-on help. If you can assist in work projects, 

contact Chris Thompson at cthompson@briarwood.org or call 205-776-5239.

Do you need a book or  to shop for a gift? The Briarwood Christian Bookstore and 

Church Library are both open on Sunday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Or 

you may make purchases by calling 205-776-5210, emailing bookstore@briarwood.org, 

or shopping online by going to briarwood.org/webstore. The Bookstore can either 

mail your orders to you or provide convenient pickup at the church.

Opportunities for Ministry and Growth

Our Church Family

Prayers and Praises
Calling all BYG and College Graduating Seniors! To effectively minister and recognize 

your senior it is critically important that you take a moment to visit the website and fill out 

the information form by Mon., Apr. 26. High school seniors go to briarwood.org/seniors. 

College seniors go to briarwood.org/college. 

Community Food Drive—Continue bringing non-perishable foods to the marked trailer 

located in Parking Lot-B on Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–

1:00 p.m. The Mercy Ministry/Christian Service Mission are grateful for your support.

Briarwood continues to provide streaming online of our Sunday morning worship 

at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. and the evening service at 6:00 p.m. Both morning worship 

services are available on WLJR-FM 88.5, and you can watch all live services at 

briarwood.org/livetv, on the BriarwoodPCA App, Facebook, Roku and AppleTV. 

Recorded services are available online anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv, on the 

BriarwoodPCA App, Facebook and Vimeo.

College Monday Night Gatherings at the Barn—Join us at 8:00 p.m. as we look at 

Gospel Living taught by various teachers.

College Small Group Bible Studies are available. For more information, email Max 

Bunn at mbunn@briarwood.org or Jenna Viets at jviets@briarwood.org.

The Men’s Saturday morning prayer group is meeting at 7:00 a.m. in the Mountain 

View Building. Contact Dave Matthews for information at dmatthews@briarwood.org. 

If you are interested in infant Baptism in our Sunday morning services, contact Marie 

Gathings at 205-776-5204 or mgathings@briarwood.org for future available dates. Also if 

you are interested in a “New Believer” baptism, contact Wendy Long in the Membership 

Office at 205-776-5208.

P&R Publishing Offer—Prpbooks.com is seeking Christians who are interested in 

reviewing our books on Amazon. We are especially interested in seeing our academic 

titles reviewed. If you are interested in receiving a PDF of one of our recent books to 

review (prpbooks.com/books/new-releases), for example Vern Poythress’s The Mystery 

of the Trinity, we will be happy to send you a complimentary copy. All we ask is that 

you write an honest and balanced review, and all we are offering is a PDF of the book. 

If you are interested, please contact John Hughes (john@prpbooks.com) and let him 

know what title or titles you are interested in reviewing.

Job openings: 

Church Revitalization, National and Urban Ministries Admin. A talented and 

detailed leader is needed to manage the administration responsibilities of these 

important Briarwood Missions Ministries. The candidate for this 29-hour per week 

position must be a Briarwood church member. Abilities needed include proficient 

knowledge of Microsoft Office, strong communication skills, event planning, financial 

record keeping, database management and pastoral support. Send resume or email 

inquiries to Heather McDougall at hmcdougall@briarwood.org.

Nursery Night Supervisor. Please contact acraig@briarwood.org for more information.

Other job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries. See the 

listing at briarwood.org/employment with details on the positions as well as how to apply.

Announcements



Celebration of   Worship
*The Confession of Truth                                                          Hebrews 12:26–29

 [Leader:]   At that time His voice shook the earth, but now He has promised, “Yet once   

  more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”

 [All:]  This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that  

  are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the    

  things that cannot be shaken may remain.

 [Leader:]  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,

 [All:]  and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence  

  and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.

 [Leader:]  The Word of the Lord.

 [All:]      Thanks be to God!

The PeTiTioning of god’s Providence
Call to Me and I will answer you, and will tell you great  

and hidden things that you have not known.  Jeremiah 33:3

The Pastoral Prayer of Intercession

The AdorATion of god’s glory
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness!  

Come into His presence with singing! Psalm 100:1–2

The Presentation and Consecration of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. II Corinthians 9:7

*The Singing of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs      “Jesus, Messiah” (Carson/Tomlin)
He became sin, Who knew no sin; 

That we might become His Righteousness.
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. 

Love so amazing, love so amazing.

[Chorus:]
Jesus, Messiah; 

Name above all names. 
Blessed Redeemer, 

Emmanuel.
The Rescue for sinners, 

The Ransom from Heaven; 
Jesus, Messiah—

Lord of all.

His body the bread, His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 

The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. (Chorus) 

All our hope is in You, 
All our hope is in You; 

All the glory to You, God, 
The Light of the world. (Chorus) 

Morning ServiceS of Divine WorShip – April 18, 2021

Worship Leaders
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III, Pastor/Teacher

Mr. Bruce Stallings, Executive Pastor            Rev. Daniel Cason, Pianist
Dr. John Haines, Worship Pastor            Mr. Hunter Goff, Organist

The gAThering of god’s PeoPle   
…in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. Psalm 26:12

The Call to Worship and Preparation from the Psalms       Psalm 5:12 

 [All:] For You bless the righteous, O lord; You cover him with favor as  
  with a shield.

The Prelude and Time of Meditation and Confession                    
“The Old Rugged Cross” (arr. Cason)

O gracious God, my heart is drawn out in thankfulness to You, for Your amazing grace and 

condescension to me in influences and assistances of Your Spirit, for special help in prayer, for 

the sweetness of Christian service, for the thoughts of arriving in heaven, for always sending 

me needful supplies, for raising me to new life when I am like one dead. Give me special 

grace to fit me for special services, and keep me calm and resigned at all times, humble and 

solemn and conformed to Your will.                          adapted from The Valley of Vision

The Invocation

The Gospel Word of Salvation

The Sacrament of Infant Baptism             

*The Greeting of Grace and Peace 

*The Hymn of Ascents                                   “We Are God’s People” Hymn 283 vv. 1, 2, 4
We are God’s people, the chosen of the Lord,
Born of His Spirit, established by His Word;

Our cornerstone is Christ alone, and strong in Him we stand:
O let us live transparently, 

and walk heart-to-heart and hand-in-hand.

We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ our Lord,
For we have known it, the love of God outpoured;

Now let us learn how to return the gift of love once given:
O let us share each joy and care, 

and live with a zeal that pleases Heaven.

We are a Temple, the Spirit’s dwelling place,
Formed in great weakness, a cup to hold God’s grace;

We die alone, for on its own each ember loses fire:
Yet joined in one the flame burns on 

to give warmth and light, and to inspire.

Jesus, Messiah—
Lord of all. 

You’re the Lord of all, 
You’re the Lord of all.

Just as I am, 
without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, 
I come! I come!

The ProclAmATion of god’s Word
Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me Your statutes! Psalm 119:12

*The Prayer of Illumination

*†The New Testament Reading                                                         Romans 1:18–32                                                        

The Exposition of God’s Word                                                              Pastor Reeder                                                      
VIII. Romans in Biblical Perspective

The Gospel of God
“Three Divine Judgments and the Death Spiral 
in a Cultural Celebration of Idolatry—Part II”

Romans 1:18–32

The consecrATion of god’s PeoPle
…to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,  

forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:21

*The Pastoral Benediction                                                  

*The Congregational Affirmation     “Grace Greater Than Our Sin”  Hymn 201 (refrain)
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within,
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 

Grace that is greater than all our sin!

The Postlude                                               “Before the Throne of God Above” (Bancroft)

* The congregation is requested to stand, if able.

The 8:00 and 11:00 Sunday morning services are broadcast live on WLJR 88.5 FM, and are also  
available online at briarwood.org/livetv. Watch the recording anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv.

Texts used with permission granted through CCLI License agreement 124545. 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version.

evening Service – 6:00 p.M.
XI. Eternity in Biblical Perspective

If I Should Die Before I Wake…
“The Unholy Trinity”

Revelation 13

Watch all services anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv and on Facebook and Vimeo. 
Sermons can be seen on the Briarwood YouTube channel, and sermon transcriptions 

may be found at briarwood.org/sermons.
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detailed leader is needed to manage the administration responsibilities of these 

important Briarwood Missions Ministries. The candidate for this 29-hour per week 

position must be a Briarwood church member. Abilities needed include proficient 

knowledge of Microsoft Office, strong communication skills, event planning, financial 

record keeping, database management and pastoral support. Send resume or email 

inquiries to Heather McDougall at hmcdougall@briarwood.org.

Nursery Night Supervisor. Please contact acraig@briarwood.org for more information.

Other job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries. See the 

listing at briarwood.org/employment with details on the positions as well as how to apply.

Announcements



Hospitalized: Bob Crowe, Liz Pate, Barbara Pierce, Tony Poelt, Chris Thompson

Our love and sympathy to the family of member John Schoppert on his death on  

Apr. 10; and to Corky Rushin and family on the death of his wife, member Sandra 

Rushin, on Apr. 11. 

Praise the Lord! If My people who are called by My Name will humble themselves, and pray 

and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land.” II Chronicles 7:14   

Pray for our ministers this week as they care for His people. Pray for protection, 

direction, wisdom and courage for each of them and their families.  

Pray for Hunter and Vicki Brewer, church planters in Collierville, Tennessee. Praise 

God for the 53 men, women and children who have joined to worship. Pray for 

continued fruit in the life of their congregation. (The flag of Tennessee is featured in 

today’s worship service.)

“Continue steadfastly in prayer...” Colossians 4:2a 

We are busy making plans for in-person VBS 2021 which will be June 7-11! Please 

mark your calendar and make plans to attend. Registration will open soon so be 

on the lookout for an email with details. Interested in volunteering at VBS? Email 

Raleigh Macoy at rmacoy@briarwood.org and check out briarwood.org/vbs for 

updated details as they become available. To volunteer in the nursery area, email 

Alison Craig at acraig@briarwood.org.

With so many affected by recent storms in our area, consider giving to the Disaster 

Relief Fund that is now open to assist those who have experienced storm damage. 

There is also opporuntity to give hands-on help. If you can assist in work projects, 

contact Chris Thompson at cthompson@briarwood.org or call 205-776-5239.

Do you need a book or  to shop for a gift? The Briarwood Christian Bookstore and 

Church Library are both open on Sunday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Or 

you may make purchases by calling 205-776-5210, emailing bookstore@briarwood.org, 

or shopping online by going to briarwood.org/webstore. The Bookstore can either 

mail your orders to you or provide convenient pickup at the church.

Opportunities for Ministry and Growth

Our Church Family

Prayers and Praises
Calling all BYG and College Graduating Seniors! To effectively minister and recognize 

your senior it is critically important that you take a moment to visit the website and fill out 

the information form by Mon., Apr. 26. High school seniors go to briarwood.org/seniors. 

College seniors go to briarwood.org/college. 

Community Food Drive—Continue bringing non-perishable foods to the marked trailer 

located in Parking Lot-B on Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–

1:00 p.m. The Mercy Ministry/Christian Service Mission are grateful for your support.
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at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. and the evening service at 6:00 p.m. Both morning worship 

services are available on WLJR-FM 88.5, and you can watch all live services at 

briarwood.org/livetv, on the BriarwoodPCA App, Facebook, Roku and AppleTV. 

Recorded services are available online anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv, on the 

BriarwoodPCA App, Facebook and Vimeo.

College Monday Night Gatherings at the Barn—Join us at 8:00 p.m. as we look at 

Gospel Living taught by various teachers.

College Small Group Bible Studies are available. For more information, email Max 

Bunn at mbunn@briarwood.org or Jenna Viets at jviets@briarwood.org.

The Men’s Saturday morning prayer group is meeting at 7:00 a.m. in the Mountain 

View Building. Contact Dave Matthews for information at dmatthews@briarwood.org. 

If you are interested in infant Baptism in our Sunday morning services, contact Marie 

Gathings at 205-776-5204 or mgathings@briarwood.org for future available dates. Also if 

you are interested in a “New Believer” baptism, contact Wendy Long in the Membership 

Office at 205-776-5208.

P&R Publishing Offer—Prpbooks.com is seeking Christians who are interested in 

reviewing our books on Amazon. We are especially interested in seeing our academic 

titles reviewed. If you are interested in receiving a PDF of one of our recent books to 

review (prpbooks.com/books/new-releases), for example Vern Poythress’s The Mystery 

of the Trinity, we will be happy to send you a complimentary copy. All we ask is that 

you write an honest and balanced review, and all we are offering is a PDF of the book. 

If you are interested, please contact John Hughes (john@prpbooks.com) and let him 

know what title or titles you are interested in reviewing.
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detailed leader is needed to manage the administration responsibilities of these 

important Briarwood Missions Ministries. The candidate for this 29-hour per week 

position must be a Briarwood church member. Abilities needed include proficient 

knowledge of Microsoft Office, strong communication skills, event planning, financial 

record keeping, database management and pastoral support. Send resume or email 

inquiries to Heather McDougall at hmcdougall@briarwood.org.

Nursery Night Supervisor. Please contact acraig@briarwood.org for more information.

Other job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries. See the 

listing at briarwood.org/employment with details on the positions as well as how to apply.
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