
For God’s glory,
we are committed to equipping 

Christians to worship God and to 

reach Birmingham to reach the world for Christ.

P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  P C A

Announcements

Hospitalized: Richard Gallo, Linda Grinnell, Dean Hodge, Jack Murbach, 
Vicki Paige, Jerry Satterwhite, Tommy Saunders, Linda Sitton

Praise the Lord! I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help 
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1,2

Please be in prayer for our Briarwood family as we seek the Lord during these 
70 Days of Fervent Prayer with all of our hearts and minds. Pray we will be faithful 
each day.  

Pray for Uganda Church Revitalization and our Ugandan ministry partners at 
Shalom Network as they disciple church leaders, family heads, and small group 
leaders to effectively shepherd God’s church. May the Lord grant them grace 
and wisdom in the revitalization process. (The flag of Uganda is featured in today’s 
worship service.)

“Continue steadfastly in prayer...” Colossians 4:2a 

All are called to engage in persistent and protractive prayer along with periods 
of fasting during our 70 Days of Fervent Prayer through Sun., Nov. 22. Watch 
your mail for weekly details. Also available online at briarwood.org/prayer. 

Get back into Bible study this fall with Men and Women of the Covenant 
studies, just getting underway both in-person and via Zoom. Go online to 
briarwood.org/men and briarwood.org/women to see the class listings and 
to register.

In the Sep. 13 services, Pastor Reeder recommended four books for reading 
during these 70 Days of Fervent Prayer—two books on prayer: Pray With Your 
Eyes Open (Pratt), The Valley of Vision (Bennett); and two books on fasting: A 
Hunger for God (Piper), Spiritual Disciplines For The Christian Life (Whitney). 
All four are available from the Bookstore. See briarwood.org/webstore or call 
205-776-5210.

Opportunities for Ministry and Growth

Our Church Family

Prayers and Praises
Briarwood continues to provide streaming online of our Sunday morning 

worship at 8:00 and 10:55 a.m. Both morning worship services are available 
on WLJR-FM 88.5, and you can watch live services at briarwood.org/livetv, 
on the BriarwoodPCA App, Facebook, and AppleTV. Recorded services 
may be seen online at briarwood.org/archivetv, on the BriarwoodPCA App, 
Facebook and Vimeo.

GriefShare—If you or someone you know is adjusting to the death of a loved one, 
come to this 13-session Zoom class. Call 205-776-5227.

Divorced or separated? Come find help, discover hope, and experience healing 
in this weekly DivorceCare support group. The new group has started but 
it’s not too last to join. Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org for 
information.

Counseling in the Local Church I—This Zoom class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
is still open to join. Dr. Stephen Cloud is teach how to conduct more effective 
personal ministry. Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org.

We are resuming Infant Baptisms in the three Sunday morning services. Contact 
Marie Gathings at 205-776-5204 or mgathings@briarwood.org for future 
available dates. Also if you are interested in a “New Believer” baptism, contact 
Wendy Long in the Membership Office at 205-776-5208.

Children’s Worship—We have added a third Children’s Worship for the 8:00 a.m. 
service. Please visit our website at briarwood.org/children for more information. 
And please continue to help us on Sunday mornings during drop-off and pick-
up, being extra diligent to practice social distancing in the children’s area. 

Raiders/BYG Wednesday Nights meets each week from 6:30–8:00 p.m. In order 
for students to participate, parents/guardians of all 7th–12th graders must sign 
fall waiver at briarwood.org/youth.

Raiders/BYG D-groups—7th–12th grader small group Bible studies meet Sunday 
nights. All students must register online at briarwood.org/youth to be in a 
D-group.

Community Food Drive—The Briarwood Community Food Drive continues, and 
the Mercy Ministry/Christian Service Mission are grateful for your support 
since last spring. The need still exists, so please continue to bring non-perishable 
foods to the marked trailer now located in Parking Lot B during these hours: 
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Be sure to submit your questions for Conversations with Harry and Bruce by email to 
askthepastor@briarwood.org. Then watch the program online Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 
at briarwood.org/livetv, on Facebook, AppleTV and the BriarwoodPCA App. See 
program archives anytime at briarwood.org/conversations, the Briarwood PCA 
App, on Facebook, Vimeo, and AppleTV. Read Pastor Reeder’s latest Pastoral 
Letter at briarwood.org/pastorsblog. 

Register to vote! Go to vote.gov/register/al for details on ways to register. Registration 
deadline is Oct. 19

Job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries, both 
full and part-time. See the listing with details on the positions as well as how to 
apply at briarwood.org/employment.

Announcements

Worship Center Roof Replacement
We have begun the process of replacing the Worship Center Roofing 
System. Join us in prayer for the safety of the workers and the quality of 
workmanship. For your protection please do not enter the fenced areas, 
and your patience during this season of renovation to our Worship 
Center is appreciated.



Celebration of   Worship
*The Confession of Truth                                          The Trinitarian Apostles’ Creed                                                                              

 [Leader:]  Christian, what do you believe concerning God the Father?

        [All:]       I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 [Leader:]  Christian, what do you believe concerning Christ the Son?

        [All:]       I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

  the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius   

  Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the  

  third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and  

  is seated at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from there He  

  shall come to judge the living and the dead.

 [Leader:]  Christian, what do you believe concerning the Holy Spirit?

        [All:]       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion  

  of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the  

  life everlasting. Amen.                                                        *universal

The PeTiTioning of god’s Providence
…I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions and  
thanksgivings be made for all people… I Timothy 2:1

The Pastoral Prayer of Intercession 

The AdorATion of god’s glory
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory  

and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:13b

The Presentation and Consecration of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will 
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. Proverbs 3:9–10

The Musical Offering of Worship                          “For Your Gift of God, the Spirit” (Clarkson)
[Praise Team:]

For Your gift of God the Spirit, pow’r to make our lives anew, 
pledge of life and hope of glory, Savior, we would worship You. 
Crowning gift of resurrection sent from Your ascended throne, 
fullness of the very Godhead, come to make Your life our own. 

He who in creation’s dawning brooded on the lifeless deep, 
still across our nature’s darkness moves to wake our souls from sleep, 
moves to stir, to draw, to quicken, thrusts us thro’ with sense of sin; 

brings to birth and seals and fills us, saving Advocate within. 

He, Himself the living Author, wakes to life the sacred Word, 
reads with us its holy pages and reveals our risen Lord. 

He it is who works within us, teaching rebel hearts to pray, 
He whose holy intercessions rise for us both night and day. 

[All:]
He, the mighty God, indwells us; His to strengthen, help, empow’r, 

His to overcome the tempter, ours to call in danger’s hour. 
In His strength we dare to battle all the raging hosts of sin, 

and by Him alone we conquer foes without and foes within. 

Morning ServiceS of Divine WorShip – September 20, 2020

Worship Leaders
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III, Pastor/Teacher                             

Mr. Bruce Stallings, Executive Pastor                                  Rev. Daniel Cason, Pianist 

Dr. John Haines, Worship Pastor                                 Mr. Hunter Goff, Organist

The gAThering of god’s PeoPle
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. Acts 2:44

The Call to Worship and Preparation from the Psalms                           Psalm 51:10–12
[All:] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
 me. Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy 
 Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and 
 uphold me with a willing spirit.

The Prelude and Time of Meditation and Confession        “Fountain” (arr. Williams)
Briarwood Woodwind Ensemble

O my Savior, I thank You from the depths of my being for Your wondrous grace and love in 

bearing my sin in Your body on the tree. By Your cross crucify my every sin; use it to increase 

my intimacy with You; make it the ground of all my comfort, the liveliness of all my duties, 

the sum of all Your gospel promises, the comfort of all my afflictions, the vigor of my love, 

thankfulness, graces, the very essence of my religion; and by it give me that rest without rest, 

the rest of ceaseless praise.                                       adapted from The Valley of Vision

The Invocation

The Gospel Word of Salvation

The Sacrament of Baptism

*The Greeting of Grace and Peace 

*The Hymn of Ascents                                                 “Come, Thou Almighty King” Hymn 267
Come, Thou Almighty King, Help us Thy Name to sing,
Help us to praise: Father! all-glorious, O’er all victorious,

Come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days.

Come, Thou Incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword,
Our prayer attend! Come, and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success: Spirit of holiness, On us descend.

Come, Holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour! Thou, who almighty art,

Now rule in ev’ry heart And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of pow’r.

To Thee, great One in Three, Eternal praises be,
Hence evermore; Thy sov’reign majesty May we in glory see,

And to eternity Love and adore. Amen.

Father, grant Your Holy Spirit in our hearts may rule today, 
grieved not, quenched not, but unhindered, work in us His sov’reign way. 

Fill us with Your holy fullness, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
in us, through us, then, forever, shall Your perfect will be done.

*The Singing of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs          
“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” Hymn 249 vv. 1, 4

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart: Wean it from earth, thro’ all its pulses move.
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, And make me love Thee as I ought to love.

Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, One holy passion filling all my frame:
The baptism of the heav’n-descended Dove–My heart an altar and Thy love the flame.

The ProclAmATion of god’s Word
…and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

 which is the Word of God... Ephesians 6:17 

*The Prayer of Illumination

*The New Testament Reading                                                                          Ephesians 1:3–14

The Exposition of God’s Word                                                      Pastor Reeder                                                           
XIV. The Apostles’ Creed in Biblical Perspective

“I Believe…”
“The Holy Spirit”
Ephesians 1:3–14

The consecrATion of god’s PeoPle
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power  

of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

*The Pastoral Benediction

*The Congregational Affirmation                             “Spirit of the Living God” (Iverson)
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

The Postlude                                                           “Sweet Hour of Prayer” (Bradbury)

* The congregation is requested to stand, if able.

The 8:00 and 10:55 Sunday morning services are broadcast live on WLJR 88.5 FM, and are also  
available online at briarwood.org/livetv. Watch the recording anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv.

Texts used with permission granted through CCLI License agreement 124545. 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version.

evening Service – 6:00 p.M.

“Conversations with Harry and Bruce”
available online at briarwood.org/livetv, on the BriarwoodPCA App 

and on Facebook and AppleTV

Watch all services anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv and on Facebook and Vimeo. 
Sermons can be seen on the Briarwood YouTube channel, and sermon transcriptions 

may be found at briarwood.org/sermons.
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70 Days of Fervent Prayer with all of our hearts and minds. Pray we will be faithful 
each day.  

Pray for Uganda Church Revitalization and our Ugandan ministry partners at 
Shalom Network as they disciple church leaders, family heads, and small group 
leaders to effectively shepherd God’s church. May the Lord grant them grace 
and wisdom in the revitalization process. (The flag of Uganda is featured in today’s 
worship service.)

“Continue steadfastly in prayer...” Colossians 4:2a 

All are called to engage in persistent and protractive prayer along with periods 
of fasting during our 70 Days of Fervent Prayer through Sun., Nov. 22. Watch 
your mail for weekly details. Also available online at briarwood.org/prayer. 

Get back into Bible study this fall with Men and Women of the Covenant 
studies, just getting underway both in-person and via Zoom. Go online to 
briarwood.org/men and briarwood.org/women to see the class listings and 
to register.

In the Sep. 13 services, Pastor Reeder recommended four books for reading 
during these 70 Days of Fervent Prayer—two books on prayer: Pray With Your 
Eyes Open (Pratt), The Valley of Vision (Bennett); and two books on fasting: A 
Hunger for God (Piper), Spiritual Disciplines For The Christian Life (Whitney). 
All four are available from the Bookstore. See briarwood.org/webstore or call 
205-776-5210.

Opportunities for Ministry and Growth

Our Church Family

Prayers and Praises
Briarwood continues to provide streaming online of our Sunday morning 

worship at 8:00 and 10:55 a.m. Both morning worship services are available 
on WLJR-FM 88.5, and you can watch live services at briarwood.org/livetv, 
on the BriarwoodPCA App, Facebook, and AppleTV. Recorded services 
may be seen online at briarwood.org/archivetv, on the BriarwoodPCA App, 
Facebook and Vimeo.

GriefShare—If you or someone you know is adjusting to the death of a loved one, 
come to this 13-session Zoom class. Call 205-776-5227.

Divorced or separated? Come find help, discover hope, and experience healing 
in this weekly DivorceCare support group. The new group has started but 
it’s not too last to join. Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org for 
information.

Counseling in the Local Church I—This Zoom class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
is still open to join. Dr. Stephen Cloud is teach how to conduct more effective 
personal ministry. Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org.

We are resuming Infant Baptisms in the three Sunday morning services. Contact 
Marie Gathings at 205-776-5204 or mgathings@briarwood.org for future 
available dates. Also if you are interested in a “New Believer” baptism, contact 
Wendy Long in the Membership Office at 205-776-5208.

Children’s Worship—We have added a third Children’s Worship for the 8:00 a.m. 
service. Please visit our website at briarwood.org/children for more information. 
And please continue to help us on Sunday mornings during drop-off and pick-
up, being extra diligent to practice social distancing in the children’s area. 

Raiders/BYG Wednesday Nights meets each week from 6:30–8:00 p.m. In order 
for students to participate, parents/guardians of all 7th–12th graders must sign 
fall waiver at briarwood.org/youth.

Raiders/BYG D-groups—7th–12th grader small group Bible studies meet Sunday 
nights. All students must register online at briarwood.org/youth to be in a 
D-group.

Community Food Drive—The Briarwood Community Food Drive continues, and 
the Mercy Ministry/Christian Service Mission are grateful for your support 
since last spring. The need still exists, so please continue to bring non-perishable 
foods to the marked trailer now located in Parking Lot B during these hours: 
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Be sure to submit your questions for Conversations with Harry and Bruce by email to 
askthepastor@briarwood.org. Then watch the program online Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 
at briarwood.org/livetv, on Facebook, AppleTV and the BriarwoodPCA App. See 
program archives anytime at briarwood.org/conversations, the Briarwood PCA 
App, on Facebook, Vimeo, and AppleTV. Read Pastor Reeder’s latest Pastoral 
Letter at briarwood.org/pastorsblog. 

Register to vote! Go to vote.gov/register/al for details on ways to register. Registration 
deadline is Oct. 19

Job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries, both 
full and part-time. See the listing with details on the positions as well as how to 
apply at briarwood.org/employment.

Announcements

Worship Center Roof Replacement
We have begun the process of replacing the Worship Center Roofing 
System. Join us in prayer for the safety of the workers and the quality of 
workmanship. For your protection please do not enter the fenced areas, 
and your patience during this season of renovation to our Worship 
Center is appreciated.



For God’s glory,
we are committed to equipping 
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reach Birmingham to reach the world for Christ.
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