
For God’s glory,
we are committed to equipping 

Christians to worship God and to 

reach Birmingham to reach the world for Christ.

P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  P C A

Announcements

Hospitalized: Betty Hull, Linda Sitton, Neva Walker

Our love and sympathy to Nitya Travis and family on the death of her husband, 
member Ed Travis, on Sept. 5; and to Debbie Little and family on the death of 
her sister, Wanda Faye Black, on Sept. 5.

We rejoice with Graham and Hayley Travers on the birth of their daughter, 
Violet Elise, on Aug. 29 and with grandparents Mark and Darby Travers.

Praise the Lord! Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting You are God. Psalm 90:1, 2

Pray for our school aged children and their teachers as some are entering the 
classroom again and others are working from home. Pray for wisdom for each 
school district and protection for them all.

Praise the Lord for allowing Restoration Academy and Foundations Early 
Learning and Family Center to start off the school year well. They are currently 
operating in virtual learning mode as a result of COVID-19 precautions. Please 
continue to pray for the leaders who have to navigate under these circumstances. 
Also, pray for the students and their ability to learn well from home. Pray for 
the parents of the students as they try to manage their work-life and an increase 
in the responsibility of their child’s education. (The flag of the city of Birmingham 
is featured in today’s worship service.)

“Continue steadfastly in prayer...” Colossians 4:2a 

On Mon., Sept. 14 we begin our 70 Days of Fervent Prayer, a call to engage in 
persistent and protractive prayer along with periods of fasting through Sun., 
Nov. 22. Watch your mail for a brochure and The Weekly for details and a guide 
for daily prayer. Also available online at briarwood.org/prayer. 

Get back into Bible study this fall with Men and Women of the Covenant 
studies. Fall studies begin this week, both in-person and via Zoom. Go to 
briarwood.org/men and briarwood.org/women to see the class listings and 
to register.

With the Nursery re-opening for classes assigned to the 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
services, please make your reservation at least 24 hours before your assigned 
service. Visit our website at briarwood.org/nursery for all necessary information 
on registration, our Nursery Protocols, and Sunday morning arrival.

Opportunities for Ministry and Growth

Our Church Family

Prayers and Praises
Register for BTS in person and remote classes today—it’s not too late! Some classes 

being offered: Westminster Confession of Faith, New Testament Covenant 
Theology, Apologetics, Systematic Theology, Counseling in the Local Church 
(by video conference), and more! See details and enroll at bts.education.

GriefShare—If you or someone you know is adjusting to the death of a loved one, 
come to this 13-session Zoom class. Call 205-776-5227.

Divorced or separated? Come find help, discover hope, and experience healing in 
this weekly DivorceCare support group. This new group begins Thurs., Sept. 18. 
Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org for information.

Counseling in the Local Church I—This Zoom class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
is still open to join. Dr. Stephen Cloud is teach how to conduct more effective 
personal ministry. Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org.

We are resuming Infant Baptisms in the three morning services beginning today. 
Contact Marie Gathings at 205-776-5204 or mgathings@briarwood.org for 
future available dates. Also if you are interested in a “New Believer” baptism, 
contact Wendy Long in the Membership Office at 205-776-5208.

Financial Peace University—Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying 
for the past. There’s a better way! Join the Financial Peace University class, 
and learn how to beat debt and make a plan for the future…together! Contact 
dmatthews@briarwood.org if you are interested in joining this Zoom class.

Children’s Worship—We have added a third Children’s Worship for the 8:00 a.m. 
service. Please visit our website at briarwood.org/children for more information. 
And please continue to help us on Sunday mornings during drop-off and pick-
up, being extra diligent to practice social distancing in the children’s area. 

Raiders/BYG Wednesday Nights meets each week from 6:30–8:00 p.m. In order 
for students to participate, parents/guardians of all 7th–12th graders must sign 
fall waiver at briarwood.org/youth.

Raiders/BYG D-groups—7th–12th grader small group Bible studies begin tonight. 
All students must register online at briarwood.org/youth to be in a D-group.

Community Food Drive—The Briarwood Community Food Drive continues, and 
the Mercy Ministry/Christian Service Mission are grateful for your support 
since last spring. The need still exists, so please continue to bring non-perishable 
foods to the marked trailer now located in Parking Lot B during these hours: 
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Be sure to submit your questions for Conversations with Harry and Bruce by email to 
askthepastor@briarwood.org. Then watch the program online Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 
at briarwood.org/livetv, on Facebook, AppleTV and the BriarwoodPCA App. See 
program archives anytime at briarwood.org/conversations, the Briarwood PCA 
App, on Facebook, Vimeo, and AppleTV. Read Pastor Reeder’s latest Pastoral 
Letter at briarwood.org/pastorsblog. 

Job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries, both 
full and part-time. See the listing with details on the positions as well as how to 
apply at briarwood.org/employment.

Announcements



Celebration of   Worship
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render—O help us to see

‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! Amen.

.*The Confession of Truth             Westminster Larger Catechism, qq. 178, 180, 181                                                                            

 [Leader:]  What is prayer?

        [All:]       Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the name of   

  Christ, by the help of His Spirit; with confession of our sins, and   

  thankful acknowledgement of His mercies.

 [Leader:]  What is it to pray in the name of Christ?

        [All:]       To pray in the name of Christ is, in obedience to His command, and  

  in confidence on His promises, to ask mercy for His sake; not by bare  

   mentioning of His name, but by drawing our encouragement to pray,  

  and our boldness, strength, and hope of acceptance in prayer, from   

  Christ and His mediation.

 [Leader:]  Why are we to pray in the name of Christ?

        [All:]       The sinfulness of man, and his distance from God by reason thereof,  

  being so great, as that we can have no access into His presence without  

  a mediator; and there being none in heaven or earth appointed to, or  

  fit for, that glorious work but Christ alone, we are to pray in no other  

  name but His only.

The PeTiTioning of god’s Providence
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5:16b

The Pastoral Prayer of Intercession 

The AdorATion of god’s glory
…addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,  

singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart... Ephesians 5:19

The Presentation and Consecration of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. II Corinthians 9:7

 The Musical Offering of Worship                          “Lord, I Need You” (Maher)
[Praise Team:]

Lord I come, I confess.Bowing here, I find my rest.
Without You, I fall apart.You’re the One that guides my heart.

Lord, I need You, oh I need You; Every hour I need You.
My one Defense, my Righteousness; Oh God, how I need You.

[All:]
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where grace is found, is where You are.

And where You are, Lord, I am free;  
Holiness is Christ in me.

Morning ServiceS of Divine WorShip – September 13, 2020

Worship Leaders
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III, Pastor/Teacher                             

Mr. Bruce Stallings, Executive Pastor                                  Rev. Daniel Cason, Pianist 

Dr. John Haines, Worship Pastor                                 Mr. Hunter Goff, Organist

The gAThering of god’s PeoPle
Let them extol Him in the congregation of the people,  

and praise Him in the assembly of the elders. Psalm 107:32

The Call to Worship and Preparation from the Psalms                 Psalm 141: 1–2
[All:] O lord! I call upon You; hasten to Me! Give ear to my voice when 
 I call to You! Let my prayer be counted as incense before  
  You, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!

The Prelude and Time of Meditation and Confession                    “A Hymn of Prayer”
Jeffrey and Angie Flaniken, soloists

Lord God! Eternal and Almighty Father, I acknowledge and confess before You that I am a 

sinner. I am prone to do evil and unable of myself to do any good. In myself, I deserve Your 

just sentence of condemnation. But, oh Lord, with heartfelt repentance, I deplore and confess 

my sins, and I commit myself afresh and anew to serve You with a glad heart. Receive my 

worship, as I, by faith, receive Your pardon through the grace and mercy of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen.

The Invocation

The Gospel Word of Salvation

The Sacrament of Baptism

*The Greeting of Grace and Peace 

*The Hymn of Ascents                                                 “Immortal, Invisible” Hymn 25
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious—Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all, life Thou givest—to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest—the true life of all;

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish—but naught changest Thee.

[Chorus:]
Lord, I need You, oh I need You; Every hour I need You.

My one Defense, my Righteousness; Oh God, how I need You.

[Praise Team:]
So teach my song to rise to You When temptation comes my way.

And when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You. Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.

[All:]
(Chorus x2)

My one defense, my righteousness; Oh God, how I need You.

*The Singing of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs          
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” Hymn 410 v. 1

My faith looks up to Thee,  
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray,  
Take all my guilt away,

O let me from this day Be wholly Thine!

The ProclAmATion of god’s Word
…for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.  Acts 20:27 

*The Prayer of Illumination

*The New Testament Reading                                                                           Matthew 6:5–18

The Exposition of God’s Word                                                      Pastor Reeder                                                           

“A Call to 70 Days of Fervent Prayer“
Matthew 6:5–18

The consecrATion of god’s PeoPle
…that together you may with one voice glorify the God and  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 15:6

*The Pastoral Benediction

*The Congregational Affirmation                        “From Every Stormy Wind That Blows”
 Hunter Goff, soloist

[Solo:]
From ev’ry stormy wind that blows, From ev’ry swelling tide of woes,

There is a calm, a sure retreat, ‘tis found beneath the mercy seat.

There is a place where Jesus sheds The oil of gladness on our heads,
A place than all besides more sweet, It is the blood-stained mercy seat.

[All:]
There, there on eagle wings we soar, And time and sense seem all no more,

And heav’n comes down our souls to greet, And glory crowns the mercy seat.

The Postlude                                            “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (Bradbury)

* The congregation is requested to stand, if able.

The 8:00 and 10:55 Sunday morning services are broadcast live on WLJR 88.5 FM, and are also  
available online at briarwood.org/livetv. Watch the recording anytime at briarwood.org/archivetv.

Texts used with permission granted through CCLI License agreement 124545. 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version.
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GriefShare—If you or someone you know is adjusting to the death of a loved one, 
come to this 13-session Zoom class. Call 205-776-5227.

Divorced or separated? Come find help, discover hope, and experience healing in 
this weekly DivorceCare support group. This new group begins Thurs., Sept. 18. 
Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org for information.

Counseling in the Local Church I—This Zoom class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
is still open to join. Dr. Stephen Cloud is teach how to conduct more effective 
personal ministry. Contact 205-776-5281 or altadena@briarwood.org.

We are resuming Infant Baptisms in the three morning services beginning today. 
Contact Marie Gathings at 205-776-5204 or mgathings@briarwood.org for 
future available dates. Also if you are interested in a “New Believer” baptism, 
contact Wendy Long in the Membership Office at 205-776-5208.

Financial Peace University—Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying 
for the past. There’s a better way! Join the Financial Peace University class, 
and learn how to beat debt and make a plan for the future…together! Contact 
dmatthews@briarwood.org if you are interested in joining this Zoom class.

Children’s Worship—We have added a third Children’s Worship for the 8:00 a.m. 
service. Please visit our website at briarwood.org/children for more information. 
And please continue to help us on Sunday mornings during drop-off and pick-
up, being extra diligent to practice social distancing in the children’s area. 

Raiders/BYG Wednesday Nights meets each week from 6:30–8:00 p.m. In order 
for students to participate, parents/guardians of all 7th–12th graders must sign 
fall waiver at briarwood.org/youth.

Raiders/BYG D-groups—7th–12th grader small group Bible studies begin tonight. 
All students must register online at briarwood.org/youth to be in a D-group.

Community Food Drive—The Briarwood Community Food Drive continues, and 
the Mercy Ministry/Christian Service Mission are grateful for your support 
since last spring. The need still exists, so please continue to bring non-perishable 
foods to the marked trailer now located in Parking Lot B during these hours: 
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., and Sundays 7:45 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Be sure to submit your questions for Conversations with Harry and Bruce by email to 
askthepastor@briarwood.org. Then watch the program online Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 
at briarwood.org/livetv, on Facebook, AppleTV and the BriarwoodPCA App. See 
program archives anytime at briarwood.org/conversations, the Briarwood PCA 
App, on Facebook, Vimeo, and AppleTV. Read Pastor Reeder’s latest Pastoral 
Letter at briarwood.org/pastorsblog. 

Job opportunities are currently available with several Briarwood ministries, both 
full and part-time. See the listing with details on the positions as well as how to 
apply at briarwood.org/employment.

Announcements
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Announcements

Hospitalized: Betty Hull, Linda Sitton, Neva Walker

Our love and sympathy to Nitya Travis and family on the death of her husband, 
member Ed Travis, on Sept. 5; and to Debbie Little and family on the death of 
her sister, Wanda Faye Black, on Sept. 5.

We rejoice with Graham and Hayley Travers on the birth of their daughter, 
Violet Elise, on Aug. 29 and with grandparents Mark and Darby Travers.

Praise the Lord! Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting You are God. Psalm 90:1, 2
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Praise the Lord for allowing Restoration Academy and Foundations Early 
Learning and Family Center to start off the school year well. They are currently 
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since last spring. The need still exists, so please continue to bring non-perishable 
foods to the marked trailer now located in Parking Lot B during these hours: 
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