
 Volunteers are needed !
If you would like to help during the conference,   

fill out the insert in this Sunday’s bulletin   

or drop by the Missions Office for a form.

For additional conference details,  visit briarwood.org/nmc or use the Briarwood App.
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Twice a year the Pastoral Care Ministry offers 
GriefShare, a 13-week seminar and support 
group for those who have lost a loved one in 
death. Of course, not all of us have had such a 
loss. However, most of us have friends who are 
grieving. How can we help them? As we pray 
for them, remember…
1. Everyone grieves differently. We must not 
compare our friend with others or ourselves. 
Their responses or confusion, forgetfulness, 
anger, despair, fear, weeping (or lack of 
weeping) are very normal. They may feel crazy, 

but they are not. Remember: we must be patient.
2. Grieving friends need affirmation not advice. They don’t need to 
be “treated” but “companioned.” We need to come alongside them 
as learners not teachers. What worked for me may not help them. 
Remember: our presence—not words—is the most helpful.
3. Grieving friends don’t need to be fixed; they need to heal. What is the 
difference? A doctor sets a broken bone quickly, but can’t hasten the 
healing process. Some people are tempted to rush their friends through 
grief, but there is no reward for speed. Remember: time does not heal, 
but healing takes time.
4. Grieving friends often feel a measure of regret and guilt. “If onlys” and 
“should-haves” may be gently challenged. We can encourage them that 
likely they made the best decisions about their loved one given what 
they knew at the time. Remember: we cannot “forgive ourselves,” but we 
can stop blaming ourselves.
5. Death ends a life, not a relationship. Most people like to talk about 
their loved one who has died—even if it makes them cry. They wish to 
preserve their memory. Weeks or months later, it still means a lot when 
others ask about their loss. Remember: to honor someone’s love stories.

Mark Cushman
Pastoral Care Pastor
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Pray for Micah and Blair with MTW in Malaysia 
as he pastors his church plant. Pray for the five 
Malaysian leaders he will train as deacons or 
elders, and three or more as evangelists. Pray 
for Blair as she homeschools their children 
and plans women’s ministry events. Praise 
God for Micah’s recent opportunity to preach 
to receptive college students.

Prayer Focus
Micah & Blair

Malaysia
Mission to the World

John & Cindy Gibbons  
FCA • Alabama

Chris & Mary Granberry   
Sacred Road Ministries • Washington

Steve & Amy McAdams 
Adventures in Missions • Swaziland

Donna Greene   
Community Ministry for Girls • Alabama

Brett & Valerie McAlpin 
Mission to the World • Bulgaria

Seth Richardson 
Dir. of Briarwood Fellows • Leadership Team

Briarwood Prison Ministry

Dale Sitton
Briarwood Elder 

Russ Morgan
Briarwood Deacon

Ricky Moore
Briarwood Deacon

Ben Neill 
Briarwood Deacon

Rob & Carla Genin   
YBL • Alabama

Baruch & Bracha Maoz 
Berean Baptist Church • Israel
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Mission to the World • Chile
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Sunday Morning - 8:00 and 10:55 a.m.
XXVIII. L.E.A.D. in Biblical Perspective

Lifestyle of Evangelism and Discipleship
“Christianity 101—Everyone a Theologian”

Acts 17:16–34
Dr. Harry L. Reeder  III

Sunday Evening - 6:00 p.m. 
IV. Biblical Biographies from the Bible

Biblical Biographies: Who? Why? How?
“Portrait #3: Silas”

Acts 15:36–41
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III

Serving in the Nursery
Sun., Sept. 29 
Inside Out B

Lord’s Day Worship Services



College Ministry Lunch • Sun., Sept. 29 at 12:30 p.m. 
Join us for food and a time of fellowship with other students 
and College Pastor Max Bunn at the Carlisles’ home  
(3528 Altabrook Dr).
Briarwood Blog • See our website’s newest addition, 
which features informative articles on Briarwood ministries. 
Just go to briarwood.org/blog.
Church Revitalization Ministry Prayer •  You are invited 
to gather for prayer Sun., Oct. 6 at 5:00 p.m. in W202. All 
are welcome.
See Pilgrim’s Progress • Wed., Oct. 9 at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Cahaba Ridge movie theatre.  To sign up, contact Sharon at 
sjohnston@briarwood.org or 205-776-5320.
Ask the Pastor • Wed., Oct. 9 in the Bride’s Room at 
6:30 p.m. with Pastor Reeder. All are invited to come for 
an interactive exchange on any question that you might 
like to ask. Come enjoy a great dinner and great dialogue 
about great doctrines. Dinner reservation, 205-776-5238.
YBL Fall Breakfast • Join us to hear Joel Manby, author 
of Love Works and former CEO of SeaWorld and Saab 
Automotive, Fri., Oct. 18 at The Harbert Center at 6:30 a.m. 
Tickets are $20 or $150/table of eight. Call 205-776-5450 or 
use the link at briarwood.org/ybl for reservations.
Fall Nursery • The nursery is available for any Bible 
Studies and/or MidWeek event you will be attending. Go 
to briarwood.org/nursery and follow the reservation link.      
Nursery Donations • We need Hot Wheels cars and 
Little People for the Little People “environments.” If you are 
cleaning out/getting rid of yours, we would love them! Bring 
to the Nursery office or the brown desk on Sundays.
Mother’s Day Out Openings • Mondays for two- and 
three-year-old classes. Call 205-776-5206 or email 
djohnson@briarwood.org for information. For tuition and 
other helpful information, go to briarwood.org/mdo.

Briarwood Families
Our love and sympathy to Craig Harsh and Carter 
Harsh and family on the death of their husband and 
father, member Dr. Griff Harsh III, on Sept. 18.

October 2 Dinner Menu 
Greek Chicken, Tilapia, Rice Casserole,  

Zucchini/Squash, Coleslaw, Pita Bread, Dessert
For reservations,visit briarwood.org/dinner  
or call 205-776-5238 by Tuesday at noon.



Travel with Pastor Reeder • Learning the Bible in the 
Land of the Bible, June 1–13. The Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, plus many more sights are included in this tour 
of Israel. Come and join us! The brochure and reservation 
forms are available at briarwood.org/travel or by contacting  
Amy Lattner at 205-776-5364 or alattner@briarwood.org.
See what’s coming to Briarwood at a glance. Signup for 
once-a-week emails at briarwood.org/b-mailsignup.
Shop The Bookstore late during MidWeek! • Open on 
Wednesdays until  6:30 p.m., other weekdays 9:00 a.m.–
3:30 p.m., and Sundays 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Interested in serving in the Birmingham area? • Go to 
briarwood.org/urban for information on volunteering with 
our local ministry partners. 
Love to knit or want to learn? • Join other knitters each 
Wed. morning from 10:00–11:30 a.m. in A205. Some of our 
projects: booties for Save-a-Life, chemo caps, missionary 
gifts, and prayer shawls. New learners are welcome. 
Contact Ellen Fox at ewfox@bellsouth.net or 980-1968.
Discover the Briarwood App! •  If you’re not one of the 
over 7,000 who use the church’s app, why not give it a 
try? Get easy access to coming events, the church’s multi-
media, online forms, Pastor Reeder’s radio programs and 
more. It’s free in all app stores—search “BriarwoodPCA.

Job Openings (more at briarwood.org/employment):
Facilities/Church Grounds. Full-time, with benefits. 
Monday–Friday, 7:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Contact Robert at 
205-776-5234 or rclifton@briarwood.org.
Facilities/Custodial. Full-time, second shift. Monday–
Friday, 2:30–11:00 p.m. Overtime shifts are available 
on Saturday night. Work involves mainly setups and 
breakdowns. Full benefits package. Contact Dale Keller at 
dkeller@briarwood.org or 205-776-5231.
Briarwood Receptionist. Part-time, Monday–Friday, 
12:30–4:30 p.m. Briarwood membership required. Call 
Catherine Russell at 205-776-5205 for inquiries and 
application, or email her at crussell@briarwood.org.  
Bookstore Sales Associate. Part-time position for a 
team member who feels called to the Bookstore ministry. 
Applicant should have a love for and willingness to serve 
people, an understanding of computer operations, the 
ability to handle money accurately, and be task-oriented. 
A working knowledge of Christian book titles is a plus. 
Contact dlittle@briarwood.org.
Foundations Early Learning and Family Center 
in Fairfield: Two full-time teachers needed for 3K  
and 4K to serve children and families. Highly competitive 
salary and benefits. Apply at FoundationsEarlyLearning.org.



Administrative Assistant for the Shepherding Team 
Pastor. Full-time position with benefits for an active 
Briarwood member. Proficient knowledge of Microsoft 
Office, effective organization, and excellent communication 
skills required. Send résumé to Benny Youngblood at 
byoungblood@briarwood.org or call 205-776-5321.
National Missions Pastor. Full-time position for an 
experienced pastoral leader and champion for the 
revitalization of churches. He will lead Briarwood’s National 
Missions, Church Revitalization, and Church Planting 
teams and will either be ordained or ordainable in the PCA. 
Call Heather McDougall at 205-776-5279 for questions or 
send résumé to hmcdougall@briarwood.org. 
Briarwood Christian School: Openings on the website.
See details on other positions and how to apply by going 
online to briarwood.org/employment.

“Been a hot minute” since you visited  
our Library and Bookstore?  

Well, pop on down to celebrate ALABAMA’s 200th 
birthday and browse our Alabama authors, and  

“if you need something, just holler!”


