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Please adjust all electronic devices so as not to interrupt the service.

The GaTherinG of God’s PeoPle
Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I among them. Matthew 18:20

The Call to Worship and Preparation from the Psalms
The Prelude and Time of Meditation and Confession
“O Worship the King” (Winkler)
Briarwood Orchestra
Almighty and holy Father, I confess that I am unworthy of Your gift of salvation. I have
not loved You as I ought; I have not always been loving to my brothers and sisters in Christ,
kindhearted and forgiving, even as You, for Christ’s sake, have forgiven me. I have lived
in selfishness and worldly pride, and the good gifts You have bestowed upon me have not
been used to relieve the burdens of others. Pardon and blot out my offenses, I pray. Grant
me grace to feel and lament my share in the evil that took my Savior, Jesus Christ, to the
cross. And give me a true longing to be free from sin, through the deliverance offered by
Your Son, my Redeemer. Amen.
The Invocation
The Gospel Word of Salvation
The Receiving of New Members and the Sacrament of Baptism (10:55)
*The Greeting of Grace and Peace
*The Hymn of Ascents

“Holy, Holy, Holy” Hymn 262

The PeTiTioninG of God’s Providence
They will call upon My name, and I will answer them. Zechariah 13:9

The Pastoral Prayer of Intercession

The adoraTion of God’s Glory
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6

The Presentation and Consecration of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. II Corinthians 9:6

The Choral Offering of Worship
“How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place” (Watts /orch. arr. Haines)
*The Confession of Truth

Matthew 28:16–20

*The Singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs
“O Church Arise” ∙ “Break Thou the Bread of Life” Hymn 274 vv. 1, 4

The ProclamaTion of God’s Word
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of the Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. I Tim. 4:13

*The Prayer of Illumination
*†The New Testament Reading

Luke 14:12–24

The Exposition of God’s Word
XXV. L.E.A.D. in Biblical Perspective
Lifestyle of Evangelism and Discipleship
“Christ’s Call to Compelling Evangelism”
Luke 14:12–24

Pastor Reeder

The consecraTion of God’s PeoPle
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I Corinthians 1:3

*The Pastoral Benediction
*The Congregational Affirmation
The Postlude

“The Doxology with Alleluias”
“The Church’s One Foundation” (Stone)

* The congregation is requested to stand, if able.
† K4–3rd grade dismiss to the Children’s Auditorium for Children’s Worship.
Following the 8:00 service, Children’s Worship participants will be escorted to their Sunday School rooms.
Following the 10:55 service, please pick up K4–3rd grade children in the Children’s Auditorium.
A Prayer Team is available following both morning services just to the right of the pulpit platform.
Large-print copies of the Order of Worship and audio receivers for the hearing impaired are available at
the Information Center. The 8:00 a.m. service is also “signed” each week in the Worship Center.
Both Sunday morning services are broadcast live on WLJR 88.5 FM, and the
10:55 a.m. service video is also available online at briarwood.org/livetv.
Texts used with permission granted through CCLI License agreement 124545.
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version.

Fellowship of Believers
ThE EvEning SErvicE of DivinE WorShip - 6:00 p.M.
I. Biblical Biographies from the Bible
Biblical Biographies: Who? Why? How?
“Let Us Also…”
Hebrews 12:1–3
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III

Prayers and Praises
Praise the Lord. I call upon You, for You will answer me, O God; incline Your ear to me; hear
my words. (Psalm 17:6)
Pray earnestly for God to direct our church leaders and families as we begin a new season
of life at Briarwood this fall.
Mission Prayer Focus: Kyle and Maggie Hooper serve with Navigators at Virginia Tech
ministering to cadets in the ROTC program. Pray for God to will move in the hearts of
the cadets who are a part of their ministry, as well as in those whom God has for them
to reach this year. Also, pray as they settle into their new home. (The flag of Virginia is
featured in today’s worship service.)

“Continue steadfastly in prayer...” Colossians 4:2a

Opportunities for Ministry and Growth
Fall is a wonderful time of year to meet your Briarwood family at MidWeek. Make your
dinner plans for Wednesdays followed by picking a MidWeek class or activity. See the
opportunities, register for dinner, and make nursery reservations on the Briarwood
App or at briarwood.org/midweek.
Men, meet other men for a fall studies offered throughout the week. Topics include
studies of James, Galatians, and Exodus; Foundations of Discipleship; and Indwelling
Sin in Believers by John Owen. See complete details at briarwood.org/men.
Women, find the right fall study for you. There are various days, times and topics to
help you grow in Christ. Check out our latest newsletter or the website to see details
for our studies. Register online at briarwood.org/women.

Our Church Family
Duty Elders for Anointing Services: Class of 2020
Serving in the Nursery today: Homestead A
Hospitalized: Walter Lowe, Mary Novak, Bonnie Richards, Bill Payne, Ellis Cruse,
Catherine McFarlin
Our love and sympathy to Bob Zachow, Kate Zachow, Laura McRae and family on the
death of their father and grandfather, Robert Zachow, on Aug. 28; to Bill and Billy Buck
and family on the death of their wife and mother, member Janie Buck, on Aug. 28; to the
family of member Joyce Kidd on her death on Aug. 31; to Kathryn Galloway and family
on the death of her father, Rick Galloway, on Aug. 31; and to Robert and Emily Atherton
on the death of their father and grandfather, James Atherton, on Sept. 4.
The flowers in the Worship Center are given to the glory of God in celebration of the
50th wedding anniversary of Bob and Mary Ann Turnbull from their children.
Welcome these new members joining today: Taylor Barnes; Claire Boren; Emily Brown;
Laura Chandler; Cara Cooper; Jennifer Hodge; Emma Leithart; Jack and Lorraine
Boyle; Zach and Jackie Landerfelt; Paul, Jenny, Kinley and Morgan Marlow; Rhodemarie
Maron; Caitlin Mason; Lindsey McMahon; Bill and Mallory Nabors; David and Kellie
Singleton; Steve and Lana Smith; Mary Helen Terry; Elle Walker; Rose Wear; Jessica
Wood. Returning Members: Leta Sue Bone; Don, Sandy and Madison Murphy.

Announcements
College Lunch—Today at 12:30 p.m. Join us for food and a time of fellowship with other
students and College Pastor Max Bunn at the Carlisles’ home (3528 Altabrook Drive).
Persecuted Church Prayer—Tonight in G103 at 5:00 p.m. All are welcome to join us to
pray for our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.
Children and Youth Choirs begin tonight. 4-year-olds–6th graders meet during the
evening worship service. Sign up at briarwood.org/childrenschoirs. 7th–12th grades
meet at 4:30 p.m. in the Choir Room. No experience necessary! For youth choir
details, email bwichlan@briarwood.org.
Adult Choir—Come give it a try any Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Worship Center.
No experience necessary! See briarwood.org/music or call 205-776-5229.
Fall Sermon Series—Watch Pastor Reeder outline his coming fall messages now on his
“Ask the Pastor” Vlog at briarwood.org/askthepastor.
Wednesday Night Prayer—Join us in the Prayer Room on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. for
a time of prayer for our church family. Nursery available at briarwood.org/nursery.
Crown Ministry—Learn about saving money, becoming debt free, and investing for
retirement. Email dmatthews@briarwood.org to register.
Want to get fit and make new friends? Try our NEW 45-min. fitness class for 50 and
beyond. Class meets Monday/Friday (10:00 a.m.) and Tuesday (9:00 a.m.) in the
Ballet Room beginning Sept. 9. Contact brendabparks@gmail.com.
Ask the Pastor—Wed., Sept. 11 in the Bride’s Room at 6:30 p.m. Come enjoy a great dinner
and ask any question you’d like! Make dinner reservations at briarwood.org/dinner.
Friendship Partner Information/Orientation—Come learn more on Thurs., Sept. 12
from 6:00–8:00 p.m. at the Caroline House. Contact Laura at 205-776-5343 or
ldanner@briarwood.org for information.
Pastor’s Inquirers’ Class for newcomers and prospective members begins Sept. 15.
Class includes two Sunday mornings (Sept. 15 and 22), two Wednesday nights
(Sept. 18 and 25), and a Sunday luncheon (Sept. 29 only for those who are planning
to join). Attending doesn’t obligate you to join. For sign up and information, go to
briarwood.org/pic, email wlong@briarwood.org or call 205-776-5208.
Fall Communicant’s Class Parent Meeting—Sun., Sept. 15 at 9:30 a.m. in S308, during
Sunday School. Email Page at pdollar@briarwood.org and let her know your child
will be attending and what grade they are in.
Special Connections Training—Mon., Sept. 16 from 6:30–8:00 p.m. in G-101A.
Children, youth, and adults with special needs want to get to know you! Volunteers
needed for services on Sundays as well as for other events. RSVP to June Cork at
jcork@briarwood.org or 205-776-5291.
Dementia Caregivers Support Group—Come Tues., Sept. 17 from 11:00 a.m.–noon in
A201 for sharing concerns and practical strategies. Call Pastoral Care at 205-776-5227.
Theological Training—Registration for fall BTS classes is open until Sept. 16. Earn
a degree or audit a class. Distance education and video conference courses are
available. For more information, call 205-776-5356 or go online to bts.education.
Rep. Gary Palmer—All are invited to the Trailblazer Sunday Luncheon, Sept. 22 at
12:15 p.m. in the FH for an update from our 6th district congressman. Tickets $8 in
the Bookstore or at briarwood.org/trailblazers.
Sav-A-Life Baby Shower—Oct. 1. For information about how you can give, serve, and
participate, visit briarwood.org/women.
Mommy & Me Ballet Class—Begins Thurs., Sept 12 from 9:30–10:15 a.m. Toddlers, grab
your favorite adult and come dance! Go to briarwood.org/ballet/mommy-me.
Job Openings—See a complete listing with details at briarwood.org/employment.

We’re delighted you are worshipping with us today. The entire Briarwood family is
eager to greet you, answer any questions you may have and minister to you in any
way. After the service, please stop by the foyer so that we may offer you a small gift to
acknowledge your presence with us. I pray that this morning’s worship will be all about
Him and not about us, and that it will draw you close to the Lord of the universe.
For Christ, His Cross and His Crown,
Harry L. Reeder III, Pastor/Teacher

Calendar of the Week
For a full listing of calendar events, visit our website at briarwood.org/calendar.
* Nursery provided - please make weekday reservations at briarwood.org/nursery.
Special needs care available - call June Cork, 205-776-5291.

SUNDAY

* 8:00 a.m.
* 8:00 a.m.
* 9:30 a.m.
* 10:55 a.m.
* 10:55 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
* 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

MONDAY

6:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
6:15 p.m.

TUESDAY

*9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.

Morning Worship Service - Worship Center
Intercessory Prayer - Prayer Room
Sunday School for all ages
Morning Worship Service - Worship Center
Intercessory Prayer - Prayer Room
College Lunch - Carlisles’ (3528 Altabrook Dr.)
Japanese Worship Service - G101
Youth Choir - Choir Room
Evening Worship - Worship Center
BYG/Raiders D-Groups - The Barn
MOC Bible Study - FH-E&F
L.O.V.E. Ministry - Flower Room
CMMA Couples - Walkers’
WOC Bible Studies - G101; FH-A
Caroline Circle - Caroline House
MOC Study - Cajun Seafood House (2531 Rocky Ridge Rd)
CMMA Singles - Simpsons’
WOC Study - G101A

WEDNESDAY

6:30
10:00
5:15
* 6:30
6:30
7:00

THURSDAY

* 9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

WOC Bible Studies - G101; FH-A
Pray for Our Nation - Wmn: Brides Rm/Men: Prayer Rm
Barker Bible Study - Cahaba Ridge (3090 Healthy Way)

FRIDAY

6:30 a.m.
* 9:30 a.m.

MOC Bible Study - FH-F
WOC Bible Studies - G101

SATURDAY

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

7:00 a.m.

MOC Bible Study - FH-F
Dr. Barker’s Bible Study - A105
Fellowship Dinner - FH
MidWeek Classes and Activities for all ages
Raiders@The Barn - The Barn
BYG@The Barn - The Barn

Men’s Prayer Breakfasts - Giddens’, Thomases’

email: info@briarwood.org — website: briarwood.org
2200 Briarwood Way — Birmingham, Alabama 35243 — 205-776-5200

Briarwood
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The Lord’s Day Morning, September 8, 2019
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III
XXV. L.E.A.D. in Biblical Perspective
Lifestyle of Evangelism and Discipleship
“Christ’s Call to Compelling Evangelism”
Luke 14:12–24 (page 874 in the ESV pew Bible)

A PASTORAL SUMMATION OF I PETER
How do we as God’s people in general and Christ’s church in
particular, remain faithful as well as effective in a culture that
is increasingly post-Christian and devolving into a neo-pagan
world and life view—secular humanism? The answer is that the
Christian must develop a Christ-centered, Spirit-filled, Gospeldriven, Bible-based lifestyle enabled through a Great Commission
and Great Commandment New Testament Church. Our effort at
Briarwood to embrace this challenge has been presented through
a two-year emphasis of developing a “Lifestyle of Evangelism and
Discipleship” (L.E.A.D.). Peter had the same focus in the first
century as revealed in his letter to the churches of Galatia (Turkey)
in the Roman Empire. He identifies God’s people as “Elect Exiles”
who are to be “unsurprised” at the inevitable divinely-ordained
blessing to suffer for Christ’s sake in this world.
In the Epistle he gives the Elect Exiles their grace-given identifying
marks with 15 Gospel Blessings that have been secured through
Christ by His glorious atoning death and resurrection. He then
gives them the 15 Gospel Commands as to how they live their
life for Christ because of their love for Christ. In other words,
the believer is a sojourner on a journey through the wilderness
of this world to a New Heavens and a New Earth—the ultimate
Promised Land—but on the way we not only know who we are
through Christ but also what we are to do for Christ even in the
face of persecution from the world for Christ’s sake. In other
words, Christians who are in the world but not of the world by
God’s sovereign grace are on Mission, on Message and in Ministry
as they pursue the Gospel journey of a sojourner.

ON MISSION, ON MESSAGE, IN MINISTRY
“…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that
is in you...” I Peter 3:15

ELECT EXILES – GOSPEL BLESSINGS
1. You have an imperishable inheritance kept for you.
2. You are kept for your inheritance through trials.
3. You are Justified by the imperishable blood of Christ.
4. You are Regenerated by imperishable seed God’s Word preached.
5. You are Living Stones made into a Temple for God’s dwelling presence.
6. You are a Royal Priesthood.
7. You are a Chosen Race.
8. You are a Called People.
9. You are a People of God’s own Possession.
10. You are a Holy Nation.
11. You are a People of Divine Mercy.
12. You are a People Redeemed from Sin’s Shame and Blessed with Divine
Honor.
13. You are a Purposed People—proclaiming the Christ’s excellency as living
sacrifices.
14. You are a people with an assured promise of the eminent return of
Christ.
15. You have peace from God, with God and of God in Christ who is your
peace.
ELECT EXILES – GOSPEL COMMANDS
1. Personal pursuit of a pervasive holiness in life.
2. Sincere and heart-felt love for one another.
3. Cultivation of an appetite for God’s Word.
4. A lifestyle of obedience stimulating praise to God.
5. Subjection to every human institution silencing the ignorance of foolishness.
6. Arm yourself with the mind of Christ to suffer for Christ.
7. Pursue and cultivate a sound and sober mind marked by a life filled with
prayer.
8. Do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you.
9. Rejoice in the fellowship of sufferings with Christ and the company of the
unashamed.
10. Humble yourself under the hand of God as you cast all your anxieties
upon Him who cares for you.
11. Embrace the perspective of a sober-minded lifestyle.
12. Be alert to the issues, opportunities, and challenges in a life for Christ.
13. Resist Satan, your predatory adversary, knowing that spiritual warfare is
a way of life.
14. Stand firm in the Gospel to stand firm for the Gospel.
15. Love one another with a demonstrable and observable love in this world.

