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An eighth grade boy sat in my office, silent 
and closed to anything I had to say. His 
grandmother, a New Focus graduate, had 
picked him up from Fairfield school and 
brought him to counseling due to his being 
bullied by an older student. He sat across 
from me, refusing to interact with me. He 
was tough in every sense of the word. I was 
clueless as to what I needed to do at this 
point. My experience of working twenty 

years with teens did not help me at all. My last option was to pull him 
up to my desk and walk him through the Bridge to Life. Having him read 
Romans 6:23 and answer my questions opened him up to the truth of 
the gospel. The tough look on his face began to disappear as he began 
to ponder the free gift of eternal life. Before our meeting was over, he 
surrendered his life to Christ. 

A week later, he returned to meet with me and I had another gift for him. 
He received a new leather Bible and a couple of discipleship workbooks. 
He now comes once a month, bringing his Bible and workbooks, and we 
discuss the things that God is teaching him. The first thing he learned 
was his need to confess his sin and ask for the forgiveness that Christ 
offers him. His grandmother tells of his enthusiasm for reading and 
working on his lessons. The family has attended Urban Hope, our PCA 
Church Plant in Fairfield, and hopefully this eighth grade boy will grow 
in grace over the years and one day L.E.A.D. other people to His Savior.

Chris Thompson
Mercy Ministry Pastor



Praise God for the relationships that 
have been formed with UAB’s newly-
enrolled international students. Pray that 
the international students who are part of 
Briarwood International Outreach (BIO) will 
be filled with boldness and love to evangelize 
and disciple their lost friends at UAB.

Joyce Yancey   
Wales Goebel Ministries • Alabama

Ryan & Kelly Akers   
Campus Outreach  • Alabama

Jeff & Shawn Schofield 
Campus Outreach • England

Dan & Lucy Allison   
Search Ministries • Alabama

Dean & Linda Self 
Camino Global • U.S.

Olan Stubbs 
Campus Outreach Dir. • Leadership Team

Hope Health Center 
Fairfield
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Lord’s Day Worship Services

Prayer Focus
Briarwood  

International Outreach

Feb 8

Tom Bradford
Briarwood Elder 

Phil Black
Briarwood Deacon

Jim Bragan
Briarwood Elder

Chris Blazer
Briarwood Deacon

Lee & Sarah Wright   
RUF • Florida

Nai & Blaa Sathonrat 
Campus Outreach • Thailand

Kurt & Marlene Schimke 
African Bible College • Uganda

Sunday Morning - 8:00 and 10:55 a.m.
XXXIV. I Peter in Biblical Perspective

The Elect in the Exile
“Arm Yourselves”

I Peter 4:1–6
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III

Sunday Evening
V. Ecclesiastes in Biblical Perspective

From Vanity to Vitality
“The Depth of Evil and Vanity Under the Sun”

Ecclesiastes 4
Dr. Harry L. Reeder III

Serving in the Nursery
Sun., Feb. 10 – Kingdom Builders



YBL Breakfast • Fri., Feb. 8, 6:30 a.m. at The Harbert 
Center. Hear speaker Anthony Flynn, author, CEO, 
executive leadership consultant, and Dir. of “100 Black 
Men of Atlanta,” an organization that empowers African 
American youth. Tickets are $20 or $150/table of 8. 
R.S.V.P. at anthonyflynn.eventbrite.com or call 776-5450. 

Persecuted Church Prayer • Sun., Feb. 10 in G103 at 
5:00 p.m. All are welcome to join us to pray for our fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Interested in Adoption or Foster Care? • Come have 
lunch with LIFELINE Children’s Services on Feb. 10 after 
the 10:55 a.m. service in FH-C&D. Families welcome. 
Reservations needed. Contact Amy Lattner at 776-5364 
or register online at briarwood.org/fostercare.

Volunteers needed for missions week in the Nursery! 
So you need service hours or just love to snuggle babies 
and play with toddlers? Contact Alison Craig at 776-5214 
or email acraig@briarwood.org.

Weekend to Remember • Invest in your marriage at this 
FamilyLife event, Feb. 15–17 in Montgomery. Register at 
weekendtoremember.com.

Special Connections • Children, youth, and adults with 
special needs want to get to know you! We need volunteers 
during the Sunday services as well as for other events. 
Training will be Tues., Feb. 12 from 6:30–8:00 p.m. in G-103. 
RSVP to June Cork at 776-5291 or jcork@briarwood.org.

Missionary “Favorite Things” Goodie Bags • Pamper 
our 21 missionary women attending the upcoming Global 
Ministry Conference. Bring cute dish towels, spices, note 
cards, manicure items, lotions, lip balms, bookstore gift 
certificates or other “favorites” they would enjoy.  Drop off at 
the Women’s Ministry office by Tues., Feb. 19.

Dementia Caregivers Support Group • Join us Tues., 
Feb. 19 from 11:00 a.m.–noon in A201 to share concerns 
and practical strategies for dealing with the behaviors and 
communication difficulties of dementia patients. Call the 
Pastoral Care office at 776-5227 with questions.

Do you have a child who loves to sing and dance? 
MoTowne Productions is an auditioned summer musical 
theatre camp for current 3rd–11th graders. Auditions are 
Feb. 23, with a new, more streamlined process. For details, 
go to motowneproductions.com.

Spring Soccer •  Sign-up is open for boys and girls, ages 
5–14. Registration forms on kiosks around the church, 
online at briarwoodsoccer.com or by calling 776-5114.
Interested in serving? • Go to briarwood.org/urban for 
information on volunteering with our local ministry partners. 



Serve in the Music Ministry! • Whether Adult Choir or 
orchestra on Wednesday evening, or Youth, Children’s or 
Bell Choirs on Sundays, there’s a place for you! Contact 
Penny Philley at pphilley@briarwood.org or 776-5229. 

Trailblazers Spring Trip • Join us as we travel to Savannah 
and Amelia, St. Simons and Jekyll Islands this coming  
Apr. 8–13. Email Sharon at sjohnston@briarwood.org or 
see the brochure at briarwood.org/trailblazers for details.

Yucatan Spring Break Trip • Join Olan and Lynna 
Stubbs, Mar. 25–30, to serve on this short-term mission 
trip. Construction projects, visiting homes and hosting a 
VBS are some of the areas to be served. Families with 
children 6 and up are welcome. For details, go online to 
reel-life.org/trips/yucatan.

Forgiven and Set Free • Free, confidential and caring 
small group Bible study for post-abortive women starting 
in February. Every woman who has had an abortion will 
benefit from this study. Contact Heather at 578-2022.
CMMA Side-by-Side • A weekly Bible Study for wives of 
spouses in healthcare fields (either practicing or in training). 
We meet on Wed. in the Caroline House for fellowship and 
encouragement. Call Jan Parks at 807-9969.

Doors at The Barn open at 7:00 p.m. Friday night
$10 (includes 4 meals)

Join us for a weekend of challenging teaching from 
missionaries around the world. Hear what God is doing 
to make His name great among the nations and how 

you can be a part of it. 
 Register online at briarwood.org/college.

• Host a College Student • 
Campus Outreach and the Briarwood College Ministry 
need help hosting students for the College Missions 
Conference. If you can house students Fri., Feb. 22– 
Sun., Feb. 24, contact Amy Baxter at 776-5512 or 

amy.baxter@campusoutreach.org.



VBS 2019 • Coming June 3–7. We are busy making 
plans so mark your calendar now to attend. Registration 
opens in April. Interested in volunteering at VBS? To sign 
up, email Raleigh Macoy at rmacoy@briarwood.org. To 
sign up to help in the Nursery, click on the Nursery VBS 
Volunteer form at briarwood.org/nursery.
Job Openings (more at briarwood.org/employment):
Worship/Music Ministry Associate. Seeking an 
individual for this full-time position who believes they are 
musically gifted and called to engage younger generations 
in multi-generational worship. Contact Penny Philley at 
pphilley@briarwood.org or 776-5229.
Admin Assistant for Women’s Ministry. Part-time position 
for a Briarwood Church member working with the Women’s 
Ministry Director. Proficiency in Microsoft Office required. 
Send résumé to Leigh Ann Reese at lreese@briarwood.org.
Sr. High Ministry Staff. Seeking a female to shepherd and 
disciple our Sr. High school girls through personal ministry 
and recruiting and training volunteers. This full-time position 
will work under the Youth Director and with other youth staff. 
Call the Briarwood Student Ministry at 776-5269, or send 
résumé to jshaw@briarwood.org.
Power Point Operator. College age and up. Needed for 
Sunday services and Wednesday rehearsals. Music reading 
a plus. Contact Frank Barker III at fb3@briarwood.org.
College Women’s Coordinator. Full-time ministry staff 
position requiring the ability to shepherd, disciple, and 
connect with college-aged women. Please submit résumé 
to Rachel Laster at rlaster@briarwood.org or contact her for 
more information.
Jr. High Ministry Staff. Seeking a female to shepherd and 
disciple our Jr. High school girls through personal ministry 
and recruiting and training volunteers. This full-time position 
will work under the Junior High Director and with other youth 
staff. Call the Briarwood Student Ministry at 776-5269, or 
send résumé to jshaw@briarwood.org.
See details on other positions and how to apply by going 
online to briarwood.org/employment.

Briarwood Families
Our love and sympathy to Carol McIntire and family 
on the death of her mother, Ann Noel, on  Jan. 31.

February 13 Dinner Menu 
Hamburger Steak, Chicken Colorado,  

Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Salad, Roll, Dessert
For reservations,visit briarwood.org/dinner  

or call 776-5238 by Tuesday at noon.


