
Thank you for visiting and experiencing the Walk Through Nativity! 
What follows are the words of the presentation for each scene you 
have just witnessed and a brief note from Pastor Reeder.



——            S C E N E  1 ——

Family Christmas
What is the true meaning of Christmas? Is it Christmas shopping, exchanging 
gifts, parties, or the childhood experience of Santa Claus? Is it more than peace 
on earth, good will to men, doing things for others, or family gatherings? 
Christmas is really about the birth of Jesus… the wonder of Emmanuel… which 
means, “God with us…” the miracle of God becoming man… the promised 
Messiah who came to save His people from their sins. “In Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. He was in the world, and the world was made through 
Him, but the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who were 
His own did not receive Him.”

——             S C E N E  2 ——

ProPhet sPeaking to the PeoPle
What follows are the events surrounding this greatest miracle in all of history. 
More than 400 years before Jesus’ birth, prophets spoke more than 60 prophecies 
telling specifically how the Messiah would come and what He would experience. 
These included events that would surround His coming and the things He would 
accomplish. With approximately 270 ramifications fulfilled in the one man, 
Jesus, we see how perfect was God’s plan from all eternity. The prophets said, 
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and will call His name Emmanuel. For a child will be born 
to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; 
and His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 
Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government.” 

——             S C E N E S  3 - 4 ——

angels aPPearing to mary and JosePh
God sent His angel Gabriel to a city in Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the 
virgin’s name was Mary. And coming in he said to her, “Hail favored one! The 
Lord is with you. Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus.” Mary said, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”Gabriel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of 
God. For nothing is impossible with God.” She replied, “Behold, the bond slave 
of the Lord; be it done to me according to your word!”

Then, Joseph, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, 
was going to put Mary away secretly. But while he was thinking about these 
things, Joseph was visited by an angel in a dream. He was told that Mary’s baby 



was conceived by the Holy Spirit and he was commanded to take her as his wife.  
And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him, and took her as his wife and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a son; 
and he called His name Jesus.

——             S C E N E  5 ——

roman Census
Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, 
that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. This was the first census taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all were proceeding to register for the 
census, everyone to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, in order to register, along with 
Mary, who was engaged to him and was with child. And it came about that while 
they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.

——             S C E N E  6 ——

angels aPPearing to the shePherds
And in the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, and 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And the angel of the Lord suddenly stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly 
frightened. And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the City of 
David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will 
be a sign for you; you will find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace 
among men with whom He is pleased.” And it came about when the angels 
had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds began saying to one 
another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem and see this thing which has happened 
which the Lord has made known to us.”

——             S C E N E  7 ——

Jesus in a manger
And they came in haste and found their way to Mary and Joseph and the baby as 
He lay in a manger. And when they had seen this, they made known the statement 
which had been told them about this child. And all who heard it wondered at the 
things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds went back, glorifying and 
praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told.



——             S C E N E  8 ——

simeon meets Jesus
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise Him, He was named Jesus 
and taken to Jerusalem to be presented to the LORD as is written in the law.  
Now there was a man called Simeon who was righteous and devout.  It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he saw 
the Lord’s Christ. When His parents brought Jesus to the temple, Simeon took 
Him in his arms and praised God saying, “You may now dismiss your servant 
in peace, for my eyes have seen your salvation.” Mary and Joseph marveled at 
what was said about Jesus. Then Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph.

——             S C E N E  9 ——

magi Following the star 
Behold Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has 
been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the east and have come 
to worship Him.” And when Herod the King heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. So gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he began to inquire of them where the Christ was to be born. And they 
said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet, 
‘And you, Bethlehem, Land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders 
of Judah; for out of you shall come forth a ruler, who will shepherd My people 
Israel.’”

——             S C E N E  1 0 ——

magi Visiting the young Jesus
And having heard the King, they went their way; and lo, the star, which they had 
seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the 
Child was. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary, His mother; and 
they fell down and worshipped Him. And opening their treasures they presented 
to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. These men came not only to 
give gifts, but to worship Jesus as King, although He was but a small child.

——            S C E N E  1 1 ——

Jesus heals the ParalytiC
Jesus began his ministry at about 30 years of age. One day, many gathered in 
a small house to hear Him preach.  Four men brought a paralytic to be healed. 
When they could not get near Jesus because of the crowd, they made an 
opening in the roof and let down the paralytic’s bed. Jesus, seeing their faith, 
said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” The scribes who were sitting 
there questioned in their hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Jesus, perceiving this in his 





To read the Christmas Story in the Bible for yourself, read the  
passage(s) Matthew 1:8–2:12 and Luke 2:1–21.

a note From the Pastor
PASTOR/TEACHER HARRY REEDER

Isn’t it captivating to not only hear, but see the word of God displayed before 
your very eyes? It reminds us that Jesus Christ actually, historically, came 
into this world two thousand years ago! And why? Because God the Father 
loved sinners so much that He gave His only begotten Son so that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life! Emmanuel, God 
with us. Now, his Son has atoned for our sins, has risen from the dead, 
ascended into heaven and freely offers to you and me the gift of eternal life. 
Why don’t you give your life to Him if you never have? And if you have, 
rejoice in the free gift of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

You have just seen the life message of Jesus Christ from His birth to His 
death. If you have been impacted as I was, I know that you will want to talk 
to God about this marvelous gift of eternal life. You can talk to God right 
now wherever you are reading this challenge. You can receive His gift of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ right now. “For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). If your desire is to 
receive the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ, then call on Him asking 
Him for this gift right now. May I suggest a prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, I 
know I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But I believe You died 
and rose from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Lord Jesus, at 
this special time of the year, when we celebrate Your birth, I ask you to come 
into my life; take control of my life; forgive my sins and save me. I turn from 
my sins and now place my trust in You for my salvation. I now accept the 
free gift of eternal life.”

Today is a day you will always want to remember. If you would like to talk 
with someone about your relationship with Christ or receiving Christ as your 
Lord and Savior, call us at Briarwood, 776-5200. We would love to hear from 
you, pray with you and talk with you about Jesus, the Savior of sinners. 
Emmanuel, God with us!

2200 Briarwood Way • Birmingham, Alabama 35243
205.776.5200 • briarwood.org




