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Registation closes May 31! 
Go to briarwood.org/vbs  
to avoid the line on the  

first day of VBS!



MONDAYS – 11:45 A.M. and  WEDNESDAYS – 6:30 A.M. 

As summer approaches, the Special 
Connections Ministry is gearing up for some 
summer fun!

We are excited to have the opportunity 
for children with special needs to attend 
Briarwood’s Vacation Bible School. Volunteers 
are recruited to be buddies to the children so 
they can go to an age-appropriate class with 
their peers. 

In the weeks after VBS, other summer activities 
have been planned. Monday Night Out is for 

teens and adults with special needs at Briarwood and the community. Social 
outings are designed for them. Bowling, swimming, eating in a restaurant 
and a night tour of the zoo are some of the activities they enjoy. It is fun to 
have conversations with them and hear their perspective on life. One of my 
favorite memories of the zoo is having our tour interrupted by an unexpected 
thunderstorm. As we were soaking wet waiting under the shelter for the 
rain to stop, one of the young men spontaneously started to pray out loud, 
“Thank you, God, for being here at the zoo and for the rain and for washing 
the animals. Amen.” 

Special Connections Camp along with Camp Briarwood begins in mid-June. 
Some children and youth with special needs have the opportunity to go to a 
Christian camp along with their typical peers and experience camp life. Over 
the years we have heard many stories from parents about their child’s love 
for camp. One parent would always order two prints of the group picture, one 
for her and one for her son. She said he would carry the picture around with 
him and talk about camp and his counselor all year long. 

There are also some summer fun days planned for our children, their moms 
and siblings. What a joy it is to be a part of this special ministry! 

June Cork 
Special Connections Director



Sunday Morning 
8:00 and 10:55 a.m.

“Leading in Prayer”
Acts 4:23–31

Dr. Mark Cushman

Sunday Evening 
6:00 p.m. 

“When Doubts Arise”
Jeremiah 29, 32

Rev. Phil Reddick

Serving 
in the Nursery  

Sun., May 27 ~ Firm Foundations, Faithful Followers

Prayer Focus
International Vacation 

Bible School
Birmingham

May 25

Warren Smedley
Briarwood Elder 

Bobby Bardin
Briarwood Deacon

Dave Proctor
Briarwood Elder

Greg Dickinson
Briarwood Deacon

Pray for the International Adult VBS at 
Briarwood June 4–8. Pray for strong 
attendance, clear understanding of the Bible 
teaching, our presentation of the Gospel, 
and for good relationship building between 
our internationals and Briarwood members.  
Pray for their children who will join the regular 
VBS at Briarwood that week.

Scotty & Sylvia Hollins   
Blueprint • Alabama

Ken & Katy Wienecke  
United World Mission • United States

Buster & Gina Holmes   
Mastermedia • California

Bobby & Lolly Wilson  
World Reach • U.S./Intl

Clete & Karen Hux   
Apologetics Resource Center • Alabama

Emerson & Martina Wilson  
PEF • Nicaragua

Jay & Cindy Jackson   
Wales Goebel Ministries • Alabama

Mario & Keila Xoca 
Isaiah 55 Ministries • Mexico

Peggy Townes 
Ballet Executive Dir. • Leadership Team

North Star Youth Ministries 
Birmingham

May 26

May 27

May 28

May 29

May 30

May 31

Lord’s Day Worship Services



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper • May 27 in the 
evening service. Members of the congregation are invited 
to prepare their hearts to receive Communion. An alms 
offering for the Mercy Ministry will be received. Elements 
are gluten-free. 
The church and school offices will be closed on Mon., 
May 28 for Memorial Day.
Theological Training begins May 29 • BTS registration 
for the summer semester is open. Earn a degree or audit a 
class for your personal enrichment. Too busy to commit to 
class every week? Distance education courses are available. 
For information, call 776-5650 or visit bts.education.
Church Revitalization Ministry Prayer •  All are invited to 
gather for prayer Sun., June 3 at 5:00 p.m. in W202.
Trailblazer Luncheon • June 10 in the FH after the late 
morning service. Hear Andy Cheely share about the progress 
of the church in China from the days of Hudson Taylor until 
today. Andy lived in China for 20 years. $8 tickets now in the 
Bookstore and at briarwood.org/trailblazers.
Active Duty Military • Help us update our list of members 
and family on active duty. Contact Lynn at 776-5387 or 
lmcwaters@briarwood.org by Sun., June 10 with name, 
rank, and branch of service in which you or your family 
member currently serves; and their relationship to you.
K.I.D.S. Summer Music Camp • June 17–July 1. Financial 
help Daniel Cason’s ministry tell 500 inner-city kids about 
the love of Jesus. Call 365-1800 or see danielcason.org. 
Smiling faces needed! Help us welcome our visitors 
by coming to summer visitation June 13, 27; July 11, 25;  
Aug. 8 and 22. Meet in FH-A at 6:00 p.m. for dinner, then 
go out to visit. Contact 776-5301 or lreese@briarwood.org.

Special weekend Pastor’s Inquirer’s Class • June 22–24. 
Class will meet Fri. evening, Sat. morning and Sun. morning. 
Sign up by Wed., June 20—online at briarwood.org/pic, email 
wlong@briarwood.org or call 776-5208.
Camp Briarwood • Give your child or grandchild the gift 
of a lifetime of memories that only summer camp can give! 
Registration for June–July open at briarwood.org/camp.

Briarwood Families
• We rejoice with Nathan and Christian Terrell on the 
birth of their son, Nathan James, Jr., on May 16.

• Our love and sympathy to Susan Weingarten and 
family on the death of her father, John Gamble, on 
May 18; and to Carla, David and  Caroline Duffee and 
family on the death of their mother and grandmother, 
Betty Bradford, on May 19.



Summer Fellowship Groups • WOC would like to 
encourage our women to get to know fellow Briarwood 
members who live in their part of town by organizing groups 
based on location. For more information and to register for 
a Summer Fellowship Group, visit briarwood.org/women.

Summer Fun for Kids • Start planning your children’s 
summer now, and make this a time of spiritual growth 
while having fun, too! Go to briarwood.org/summerkids 
to see a listing of all the activities available at Briarwood.

Dr. Frank Barker now on iTunes • Hear online our 
Founding Pastor’s expositional teachings on books of 
the Bible. Just search “Dr. Frank Barker” on iTunes and 
subscribe to receive additional teachings as added.

TRAILBLAZER Travel • Oct. 26–31 to Washington D.C., 
including the recently opened Museum of the Bible! For 
information, email dmatthews@briarwood.org or go to 
briarwood.org/trailblazers.

Interested in serving in the Birmingham area? • Go to 
briarwood.org/urban for information on volunteering with 
our local ministry partners.

VBS: June 4–8
“Under construction”

from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Registration will close Thurs., May 31. 

Go to briarwood.org/vbs.

We need YOU...to help with VBS. 
• Nursery shepherds needed—2 for 2-year-olds, 
3 for 3-year-olds, and 2 for 4-year-olds, as well as 
someone to help with snacks and decorations.  
Sign up at briarwood.org/nursery.
• Volunteers still needed; sign up by emailing Raleigh 
Macoy at rmacoy@briarwood.org.

VBS t-shirts will be available for $10 on Sun., June 3 
as well as the week of VBS.

This year’s VBS mission project will be Sweet Sleep, 
providing bunk beds to children in southern Uganda. 
Check out this unique organization at sweetsleep.org.

Preschool VBS/Nursery is open to children of VBS 
volunteers only. To register for preschool VBS/nursery 
use the password provided to volunteers online.  

Teen Helpers register at briarwood.org/vbsteen; 
for rising 7th–12th grade. Rising 7th and 8th grade 
MUST have a parent volunteering at VBS to help. 
Register TODAY—only 20 spots left!



Spring Cleaning? Clothing Only, Please! • Please do 
not leave any items at the church besides clothing for your 
Thrift Store donations. We have limited storage space in our 
shipping/receiving area.
NEW Job Openings:
Extension Campus Director for Christian Medical 
Ministry. Full-time position working under Exec. Dir. 
to direct expansion to other campuses in Alabama, as 
well as participate in the ministry at UAB. Prior ministry 
experience required and ability to develop, disciple 
and lead teams. Contact Bobby Parks at 776-5470 or 
bjparks@briarwood.org.
Church Librarian. Part-time, flexible hours. Develop, 
manage, and maintain our resources and supervise 
the library staff. Library credentials preferred. Contact 
churchlibrary@briarwood.org to apply and for details.
See details on other positions and how to apply by 
going online to briarwood.org/employment. 


