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Special points of interest 

• Fall Studies start September 6 

• Working Women—Sept. 20 

It is hard to believe that summer is ended and we are officially 
moving in to fall with all of it’s new routines and rhythms of 
day to day activities. As we close out our summer schedules, I 
do want to take time to thank the many women who have 
served this summer in varying ways.  Without trying to name 
all the women for fear of forgetting someone, I would like to 
acknowledge and thank the women who wrote for the devo-
tional, the women who taught our summer bible study series, 
the women who brought food to the bible study brunches, 
the women who served on the Working Women panels, the 
women who met this summer to discuss ministry options in 
their communities, the women serving as mentors, the wom-
en who decorated for the Mad Hatter, the women who 
brought food and helped set up food for the Mad Hatter, and 
the women who helped clean up from the Mad Hatter!   

Women’s Ministry is not an office but it is a community of 
women serving and investing in each other.  Thank you for 
the many ways you have cared for and supported each other 
this summer. You have shown a gentleness towards each oth-
er that is to be commended. 

As we look to the fall we will have many more opportunities 
to invest in each other and support one another in our jour-
neys with the Lord.  Check out the various opportunities com-
ing up this fall semester. 

 

It is a joy to serve alongside each of you!  - Kristie     

SEPTEMBER 2022 



2 



3 



4 



5 



6 



7 



8 

Thank You to all who helped with the  

Mad Hatter Tea Party! 

Edna Alderman 
Donna Arrington 
Debbie Bellamy 
Donna Brand 
Jody Bursley 
Michele Cantley 
Patti Claud 
Dana Cox 
Debbie Denton 
Florence Dodge 
Karen Duffey 
Donna Evans 
Rebecca Galbreath 
Marie Gathings 
Ginny Green 

Susan Greenall 
Barbara Grill 
Linda Grinnell 
Denise Hamilton 
Kelly Hammond 
Victoria Hammond 
Brenda Harrick 
Carol Hendrickson 
Ellie Jackson 
Martha Jenks 
Amy Lattner 
Linda Mace 
Kelly Maliska 
Christie McKinney 
Betty Minderhout 

Margaret  Mugg 
Sandy Murphy 
Vicki  Page 
Janice Peterson 
Jessica Robinson 
Savannah Ryan 
D'Onne Salmon 
Teresa Sillman 
Jane Stakes 
Sonya Stallings 
Mary Claire Warlick 
Melody Weaver 
Tami  Wells 
Elaine Willis 
Glenda Wood 

Thank you to all who helped decorate for the Mad Hatter Tea Party 
 

Hannah Delk 
George and Brenda Harrick 

Lyndsey Holcombe 
Jessi Lidberg 
Marion Petty 

Jenna Saturday 
Christian Terrell 

 

Thank you to our photographer: 
Caroline Black 

 

Thank you to our Graphic Designer 
Rebecca Galbreath 

 

Thank you to our men in costume: 
George Harrick – the Card 

Jake Stallings – the Mad Hatter 

Thank you to all who brought food and/or helped set up the food! 
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Gentleness 
By Elizabeth Ray – A grateful, longtime (40+years) member of Briarwood. I’m beyond grateful for the gentleness and kindness 
afforded to me as I have walked and continue to walk hand in hand with my sisters in Christ at Briarwood. 

“…I am gentle and lowly in heart…” Matt. 18:29 

 
My grandfather, endearingly known as Pepop, was such a gentle and humble man. I remember how gentle and loving 
he was with me growing up. I was only ten years old when my parents first began to notice that Pepop was becoming 
very forgetful, the beginning of his severe dementia. In 1963, my Dad, mom, Pepop and I took a long road trip from 
Tallahassee, FL to Pittsburgh, PA to visit family. This trip seemed to be confusing to Pepop as he stepped outside his 
regular daily routine. I think he just wanted to be home where he was more familiar with his surroundings. As Pepop 
grew more confused about where he was, I overheard my dad telling my mom that he was afraid that Pepop might try 
to take the car and leave to “get home.” Even though my dad had a strong inclination to disconnect the cables from 
the car to make it undrivable, he ignored that small voice in his head. You can probably guess…the next morning Pepop 
was gone! After alerting the police, we began to pray for protection over him and for us to be able to find him quickly. 
The police told us in a straight forward way, "If we don’t find him within five days, you can expect the worst!' As we 
moved toward day 5 of Pepop being lost, it was the Lord’s Day, so mom, my Aunt and I went to church as my Dad 
stayed back waiting to hear an update. Upon arriving home, my dad told us that they had just found Pepop safe in 
Brunswick, Georgia! We aren’t sure how he got from Pittsburg to Brunswick, GA but we were all so thankful for the 
great news. Later we found out that he must have been following a car with a “Florida” tag and the couple he was 
following realized that something was wrong. They called the police who pulled over Pepop. They too could see that 
he wasn’t thinking clearly, so they took him to the station and held him there until someone could get him. My sister, 
Wendy, drove in the pouring rain from Tallahassee to pick up our sweet Pepop at the police station. It was all quite the 
event as you can imagine. We knew that Pepop had left home without his wallet, and Wendy, assuming he must be 
hungry, immediately took him to a restaurant to get something to eat after his nearly 5-day journey! Pepop, in his 
gentle manner, even in this stage of his dementia, told Wendy that he didn’t have any money on him to properly pay 
for the meal.  

Shortly after this incident Mom and Dad had to put Pepop in a retirement home. My mother visited him often and he 
would always say to her, “I know you are a busy lady. You don’t have to come and see me!” As I’ve gotten older, I've 
often thought of what a true 'gentleman' he was, both gentle and humble. In my study of the word gentleness, one 
definition I found seems to certainly describe Pepop.   
 
“Gentleness is the quality or characteristic of being kind, tender, mild-mannered, compassionate, and considerate. To 
be gentle means that you show love and care for others in the way you act and speak. To have gentleness is to have a 
gentle spirit or nature about you.”  
 
Gentleness is the eighth fruit of the Spirit. One Biblical definition describes gentleness as, ‘'Sensitivity of position and 
kindness of behavior, founded on strength and prompted by love.” As I read this, the word love grabbed me. Think 
about when the children were brought to Jesus. Not only did He embrace them, He loved them with deep compassion 
as His disciples were seemingly wanting Him to dismiss this moment of gentleness. In another familiar verse, Isaiah 
tells us; “He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young.”  
 
My mother displayed gentleness throughout my life while having a quiet but mighty strength. Because I was born with 
cerebral palsy I was constantly in therapy as a young child learning how to walk. My mother gently encouraged me 
when it got hard and with her quiet strength made sure I had every opportunity available. Through her gentle 
perseverance she made certain that I was able to attend a “regular” school when I was younger - a long time before 
the Americans with Disabilities Act! After graduating from Shades Valley High School in 1972, mom gently encouraged 
me to go to the University of Montevallo and live on my own. Her gentle caring throughout the years allowed me 
wonderful opportunities in life, and she certainly demonstrated gentleness, strength and love! Gentle Jesus 
demonstrated tremendous strength and love on the cross, “becoming sin for us.” May we, only in His strength, display 
gentleness as we walk daily with Him. 

 
“… pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness and gentleness…” -I Timothy 6:11 

https://biblehub.com/1_timothy/6-11.htm
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Mark your calendar for our next  

Working Women’s Fellowship Dinner  

We would like to invite you to join us for an evening of food, fellowship,  

engagement and encouragement from fellow working women!  

 

September  20th 

Fellowship Hall  

6:00 pm—7:30 pm  

Dinner is $5.00 at the door  

 
Please let us know you are coming by registering at briarwood.org/women  
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Join us for a hands-on workshop for women who are interested in growing their 
skills as Bible teachers, small group leaders and/or individuals just interested in en-
hancing their understanding of how to rightly understand the Word of God in their 
personal study. We will walk through training that teaches us how to understand 

the context and structure of a passage of scripture, how to filter the passage 
through the Gospel lens and then ultimately how to connect to our day to day liv-

ing. 
 

When:  Friday, October 7th at 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Saturday, October 8th  9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 
Cost: $15 includes material and Saturday boxed lunch 

 
Registration opens mid-September at Briarwood.org/women 
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Please plan to join us as we celebrate Dean Hodge  

for her faithful years of service to the church through the Flower Guild and L.O.V.E. Ministry.  

In addition to these formal ministries, she has ministered to so many in the church  

through flowers for weddings, funerals, ministry events, and small gatherings.  Her witness  

of faithfulness and servanthood has shown forth and pointed us to the Savior!   

Please celebrate with us on Saturday, September 24th! 
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The L.O.V.E. Ministry is in need of volunteers! 

The L.O.V.E. Ministry is an outreach to Briarwood members 
who are no longer able to attend regular services at the 
church due to mobility or health-related issues. 

Each Monday morning the L.O.V.E. Ministry members gather 
at the flower room to pick up vases of flowers to deliver to 
Briarwood members in senior living homes, nursing homes 
and assisted living homes. The goal: to bring light into the 
lives of Briarwood members and others who are unable to 
actively participate in the weekly activities of the church. 

We would love for you to join us in this beautiful outreach. 
This is a wonderful activity for spouses to do together. 

For more information, 
contact  darby@turningheartsministries.com. 

mailto:darby@turningheartsministries.com
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Nancy and John Mansfield will be 
celebrating their 36th anniversary on 

September 13th.  The wedding and the 
reception was held on their family 

property in Odenville, Alabama. Nancy’s 
youth pastor from California  performed 

the wedding ceremony. 

Betty and Mike Hull will be celebrating their 
15th anniversary on September 8th.  They 

were married in Briarwood Church by Pastor 
Reeder and Pastor Cushman. 

Elaine and David  Robinson will be 
celebrating their 58th anniversary on 
September 4th.  They were married in 

Hazelwood Presbyterian Church in 
Hazelwood, MO (near St. Louis). 

Briarwood Community Updates 

Wedding Anniversaries in the Joyful Hearts Sunday School Class 
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Special Connections is a ministry to people of all abilities. Our desire is to see society and the Body of 
Christ show equal concern for people with disabilities and their families as is shown for others. 
Therefore, our focus is ministering, in word and deed, both to and alongside people touched by 
disability. We seek to enable people with disabilities and their families to hear the gospel of God’s grace, 
fully participate in the Body of Christ, and fully contribute in their churches and communities.  
 
Our Special Connections Ministry led by Director Michael Johnson,  hosted a Special Needs Resource 
Fair on August 15th, 2022.  Individuals with disabilities and their family members were connected to 43 
agencies at the city, county, and state level. It was an encouraging time as over 100 individuals and 
families were connected to the many area resources and service agencies.    

Opportunities to serve. 
If you are interested in serving as a volunteer in this ministry, please contact Michael Johnson at 
mjohnson@briarwood.org.  
 
Special Connections is seeking a part-time person to work primarily on Sunday mornings from 7:45 a.m.–
10:45 a.m., to care for teens and adults with autism or developmental disabilities. It may also include 
some Sunday nights and Wednesday nights on an as-needed basis. The care could potentially be 
physically demanding. The ideal candidate is someone with a love for Christ and to serve others with 
disabilities. They would need to have the necessary experience, training and skills to provide quality 
care. For more information, please contact Patti at pclaud@briarwood.org or 205.776.5282. 

mailto:mjohnson@briarwood.org
mailto:PClaud@Briarwood.org
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During the Sunday school 
hour, experience the story 

of the Old Testament 
through a fun, compelling, 
and engaging event that 
will change the way you 
read the Bible. Then join 

us again at 4:00 p.m. for an 
additional learning 

session. 

For additional information 
visit the Walk Thru the 

Bible website. 

Walk Thru The Bible 

Sunday, September 11 

Briarwood Women’s Care Team 

 

The Briarwood Women’s Care Team’s primary focus is to serve 

as advocates for women experiencing significant needs and/

or in crisis, and to come alongside the staff and leadership as 

they minister to women in the congregation in difficult 

circumstances. 
 

To find out more information, or to request help, visit: 

 

briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/womens-care-

team/  

https://www.walkthru.org/event/briarwood-presbyterian-church-2022-09-11a/
https://www.walkthru.org/event/briarwood-presbyterian-church-2022-09-11a/
https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/womens-care-team/
https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/womens-care-team/
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5 Year Bible 

Reading Plan 
 

 

You can download the 

5-year plan by visiting: 

 

 https://briarwood.org/

women-of-the-

covenant/five-year-

bible-reading-plan/ 

November 15 & 16 
 
We will make a return to 
our morning and evening 

gatherings around a 
meal followed by a tour 
of the Caroline House. 

 
More details will be 

available on the website 
mid-September. Start 

praying about who you 
will invite to this 
outreach event! 

Christmas at the Caroline House 

Save the Date 

https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/five-year-bible-reading-plan/
https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/five-year-bible-reading-plan/
https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/five-year-bible-reading-plan/
https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/five-year-bible-reading-plan/

