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Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, April 10
Services of Divine Worship • 8:00 & 10:55 a.m.
Holy Week Evening Service • 6:00 p.m.
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Special points of interest
• April 9: Spring Brunch
• April 10-17: Holy Week

• April 28: Spiritual Gifts
Luncheon

Registration ends
Sunday, APRIL 3rd!
Click HERE
to register
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This Spring the Women’s Ministry will be hosting numerous Spiritual Gifts Luncheons. Each luncheon will
focus in on a particular group of spiritual gifts with the desire of providing insight into how the various
gifts can be deployed in the church. During these lunches you will also have the opportunity to hear from
1-2 women who will share about the unique ways that they are using their spiritual gifts in ministry.
Through these luncheons we want to show the many different ways that your gifts can be used inside and
outside the church. We know that our gifts work in concert with the other gifts the Lord has given as
well which allows for an abundance of ways He can use them. We would encourage you to attend the
luncheons that correspond with your gifting. For some of you that may be one luncheon or three
luncheons.
Thursday, April 28th
11:30 am – 12:45 pm
Fellowship Hall C & D
Spiritual Gifts focus: Helps, Service, Giving, Mercy

Summer and Early Fall Spiritual Gifts Luncheons will be focused on the following Spiritual Gifts:
Administration, Leadership, Faith, Evangelist, Missionary.
For more details and to register, visit briarwood.org/women

3

Briarwood Women’s Care Team
Over the last 12 months, the Women’s Ministry has been working towards enhancing how we minister
to women. Specifically, church leaders have asked us to develop a team of women focused on serving
women in crisis who are also sensitive to the needs of those being helped. We are pleased to announce
that in April 2022 we are launching our first Women’s Care Team made up of 9 Briarwood women. Over
the past few months, this team of 9 women has been reading, praying, and walking through weekly
training. And, while each team member fully understands her own limitations, each is confident that the
Lord will work in the midst of crisis and each desires to be used to minister.

The focus of the ministry of the Women’s Care Team is as follows:
The Women’s Care Team’s primary focus is to serve as advocates for women experiencing
significant needs and/or in crisis, and to come alongside the staff and leadership as they
minister to women in the congregation in difficult circumstances.
This month you will begin to hear more information about the team from the pulpit, through your
congregational communities and through various social media platforms. We know that one of the main
questions we will receive is regarding how to connect with the ministry team. Connection to a ministry
team member will either come through the request of a shepherding pastor or through the woman in
crisis requesting help through our online portal located on the women’s page of the church website
beginning in April.
We are thankful to the Lord for this opportunity to expand how we serve the women of Briarwood. We
do ask that you pray for us as we navigate a new ministry opportunity.
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Peace Like A River
Many today would say peace is a feeling or state of mind we’d achieve if we eradicated everything that interrupts,
irritates, or inconveniences us. But God’s word instructs us that peace is something Christians have in our relationships
with God, a grace of God we’ll receive in times of need, and a characteristic of God himself. Put another way: peace is
something we have, something we’ll get, and something true about God.
The first and most weighty way the Bible speaks of peace is the kind that exists between Christians and God. Before
being united with Christ, Paul writes we were God’s very “enemies” (Rom. 5:10). Praise be to God that “since we have
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). This is the peace upon which
all else in our lives depends. If we have peace in this world yet never enter a relationship with Christ and therefore
receive the wondrous gift of peace with God, we’ll never receive the peace our hearts not only long for but also
desperately need.
God’s word also informs us that we’ll receive a supernatural peace in times of need. Philippians 4:7 states “And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” This peace
we’ll receive after we’ve found ourselves anxious and fearful of what lies ahead. Yet, instead of giving into fretful and
destructive thoughts, we “present our requests to God.” There are many things that can cause worry and fear. Yet
these are the very matters God asks us to bring to Him so that He might sustain us with the very “peace of God.”
A third way Scripture uses the word peace is when it refers to God himself. 2 Corinthians 3:11 states He is “the God of
love and peace.” He authored the peace that came by our salvation and he embodied peace perfectly by being the very
instrument used for our redemption. Christians indeed are the only people who can have true peace. Others can
wrestle to find peace in temporary hopes, but it will always evade them. The Christian’s life should look dramatically
different since we have peace with God, peace in our times of need, and know the God of peace.
Elisabeth Elliott in her book “Discipline” includes this beautiful poem that sheds light on
how God-given peace should transform us:
“Said the Robin to the Sparrow,
‘I should really like to know
Why these anxious human beings
Rush about and worry so.’
Said the Sparrow to the Robin,
‘Friend, I think that it must be
That they have no heavenly Father
Such as cares for you and me.’
Have we no such loving Father?
We have, of course” (Discipline, 11).

We have a good Father in heaven who cared for us enough to
make a way of peace for us. Who surrounds us with peace when
we most need it. And who shows us the true meaning of peace as
we grow deeper and deeper in our relationships with the God of
peace.

Thanks for reading to the end! My name is
Maddie Abbott and my husband Hank and I
have been members at Briarwood for
about 3 years. I'm originally from Fort
Worth, TX where I studied English and
Education at TCU. Since then, I've worked
in various school settings teaching English,
foreign language, and reading skills. I also
have the privilege of serving in Briarwood's
counseling ministry offering biblical
counseling to young girls and women
across Birmingham.
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To find out more about
the Nursery Volunteer
Team:
https://briarwood.org/
ministries/nursery/

Women’s Summer Study Childcare
This summer the Women’s Ministry would love to provide childcare for children 1st through 6th
grade during the Tuesday Summer Studies on June 14, 21, 28 and July 12, 19, 26, 9:15 am—
11:30 am. While nursery is provided for children through age 5, we understand there are many
mothers who would love to attend the summer study if there was childcare for their
elementary school-aged children. Our desire is to build teams of 4 women who will serve on a
particular Tuesday this summer. The hope is that we will end up having 6 teams for the
summer studies.
If you are interested in serving on a Summer Study Childcare team, please sign up for the
Tuesday you would like to volunteer at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49A4A928A1FEC07-summer
All volunteers must be 18 years of age and will have to be Ministry Safe certified (online
certification) about 1 hour. We will provide that information to all who desire to serve.
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PCA General Assembly June 21-24, 2022
Birmingham, AL: BJCC
To learn more and to
register visit

https://pcaga.org/
To volunteer with
Briarwood Women in the
Hospitality Room sign up

HERE

The Gospel Reformation Network is a National
Conference coming to Briarwood May 4-5, 2022
The two-day conference
at Briarwood will be a
wonderful time of
worship, teaching, and
fellowship. We hope that
you will mark your
calendar today and make
plans to attend. Visit the
GRN website for more
information.
To register, click HERE!
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Ways to help:
•Prepare flowers
Monday mornings,
8:30 am - 10:00 am.
•Deliver flowers to
members on Monday
mornings. Flower pick
up is 9:15 am - 9:30 am.
•Donation needs: Full
aprons, hand written
cards of encouragement,
plain fluted bud vases,
cut flowers.

The L.O.V.E. Ministry
The L.O.V.E. Ministry is an outreach to Briarwood members
who are no longer able to attend regular services at the
church due to mobility or health-related issues.
Each Monday morning the L.O.V.E. Ministry members gather
at the flower room to pick up vases of flowers to deliver to
Briarwood members in senior living homes, nursing homes
and assisted living homes. Their goal: to bring light into the
lives of Briarwood members and others who are unable to
actively participate in the weekly activities of the church.

For more information: darby@turningheartsministries.com.

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY
This summer join us
for our 6 week study
as we walk through the Parables of Jesus.
We will meet on Tuesday mornings
9:30 am—11:30 am
in the Chapel
on the following Tuesdays:
June 14, 21 & 28
July 12, 19, 26
Nursery available.
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Many women from
Briarwood will be traveling

The Gospel Coalition Women’s
Conference June 16-18, 2022

to attend TGCW22 in
Indianapolis.
If you are interested in

attending, you can register
HERE.
Use the discount code
BRIARWOOD when

registering.

5 Year Bible
Reading Plan
You can download the
5-year plan by visiting:
https://briarwood.org/
women-of-thecovenant/five-yearbible-reading-plan/
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Briarwood Community Updates

Next Step:
Women’s March 15th
Dinner/Social
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Discovery:
Richard and Lynn O’Neal
celebrated the wedding
of their daughter
Katherine O’Neal
to Richard Sarrell
on March 12, 2022

Joyful Hearts:
Happy Anniversary to
JoAnn and Pete Weston
on April 2nd. They will
be celebrating their
67th anniversary. (1955)

In our Women’s Newsletters, we want to keep the larger community of women up on all the happenings in
the lives of their sisters at Briarwood. Please share baby announcements, weddings, big anniversaries, or
events from your Sunday School class that you would like shared in the newsletter.
We ask that if you are sending us a photo or any information, that you have the permission of the people
involved to have them in the newsletter. Items should be sent by the 25th of each month so that it can be
included in the next month’s newsletter.
Email apeterson@briarwood.org with your happy news and fun photos.
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