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Where has 2021 gone? Not only that— where did 2020 go!!!! When
the Pandemic started, it felt as if everything came to a standstill. Now, I
feel like time is moving at warp-speed. I just need a season to rest and
refresh. However as I type this, I am reminded that we are about to enter the busy season of any year ...the holidays.
How can I enter into these busy two months without being whisked
straight into 2022? How can I purposely focus on rest and refreshment?
Not only that, but what does rest and refreshment even look like in the
midst of Thanksgiving, Christmas, end of semester parties, events at
schools, sports playoffs, and end of year musical recitals?
I love how one resource (Got Questions) talks about rest for the believer.
We understand that our ultimate rest is found in Christ alone. But in the
terms of how to live out rest in a busy world, this is how Got Questions
talks about it: To rest, we have to trust that God will take care of things
for us. We have to trust that, if we take a day off, the world will not stop
turning on its axis. From the beginning (Genesis 3), when we decided that
we would start making all the decisions, mankind has become more tense
and less able to relax. It was disobedience in the Garden that started the
problem, but obedience now will bring the rest that God so desires for us
(Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11). If one of the definitions of “relax” is “to become less
firm,” then relaxing our grip on our own lives, careers, families, etc., and
giving them over to God in faith is the best way to relax.
I pray that as you start this busy season, that you would sit before the
Lord and entrust all that is before you these next two months to His
good hands. Ask Him to show you what to take on and what to put off in
this season. Trust Him to lead you to a place of relaxing your grip.
— Kristie
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Special points of interest
• Christmas at the Caroline House
November 15-17
Tickets are on sale now!
• Women’s In Town Retreat
January 21-22
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Christmas at the Caroline House
This year our Christmas at the Caroline House outreach event includes the Kickoff program on Monday, November 15th & the House Tours on Tuesday, November 16th and Wednesday, November
17th. Please plan to attend and bring a friend or two to the events.

Kickoff with Sophie Hudson
Monday, November 15th
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Worship Center

Caroline House Tours
Tuesday, November 16th & Wednesday, November 17th
10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Caroline House
Tickets are $5 and covers the kickoff and one house tour.
Tickets can be purchased in the Bookstore with cash or check only.
OR Tickets can be purchased online at briarwood.org/women . Online Tickets will be available for pick up at the
church on Sunday, November 14th at a various tables in the church.

Nursery - reservations required
Nursery is available Monday, November 15th, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Tuesday, November 16th, 10:00 am - noon
Wednesday, November 17th, 10:00 am - noon
https://nursery.briarwood.org/Registration

Bring Christmas Cards
Once again this event will serve as an in-reach ministry to our Briarwood shut-ins. As we did last year, we would
love for you to bring a stamped Christmas card with a few sentences/paragraph wishing your Briarwood brother or
sister in Christ a Merry Christmas. Please bring these to the kickoff event. We will then address the envelope to
specific members and send it to them in the mail!

House Hostesses Needed
We need volunteers to serve as House Hostesses during the House tours on Tuesday, November 16th and Wednesday, November 17th. If you can serve, please visit our Sign-Up Genius Registration and volunteer for a time to
serve. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AA8AD2DA6F9C25-christmas

A few final details
We will follow stated church COVID Protocols in place at the time of the event.
We are handicap accessible for the Kickoff event but the House Tours are not .
Pictures are allowed.
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Operation
Christmas Child

Briarwood participates every Christmas season in the Samaritan’s
Purse Operation Christmas Child. Shoeboxes are packed with small gifts –
toys, school supplies, hygiene items— and sent to children around the
world, some of who may have never received a gift in their life. The boxes
are given with a gospel booklet and gospel presentation and an opportunity to participate in a twelve week discipleship program

Shoeboxes will be available in the Ministries Lobby Sunday, Oct. 31 and
Nov. 7, and should be turned in by Sunday, Nov. 14 in the Children’s Auditorium hallway.
The Trailblazers are having a packing party on Friday, Nov. 5 from 9:00 –
11:00. See the Trailblazer webpage for more information and to register.
This year you also have the option to build your shoebox online…click
here to do that through Nov. 22!
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The Women’s Ministry
In Town Women’s Retreat
January 21-22, 2022

Journeying with
the Lord Through
all Seasons
Friday night, January 21st
7:00-9:00 pm
Worship through music, speaker, testimony, etc.
Followed by dessert/snacks
Our Friday night speaker is Anne Reddick.
Saturday, January 22nd
8:30 – 9:00 am
Worship
9:15 – 10 am
Breakout session 1
10:15 – 11 am
Breakout session 2
11:15 – 12 pm
Breakout session 3
12:15 – 1:30 pm
Lunch and final challenge.
As you sign up for the In-Town retreat, you will sign-up for three Breakout Sessions. Each session time will
have 5-6 topics to choose from. Some topics will be general in focus (anxiety, joy, dealing with sin, etc.)
and some sessions will be specific in focus (new moms, singles, aging well, moms of teenagers, etc).
Registration and cost will be available the second week in November once all of our Breakout Sessions
are finalized.
Volunteers are needed! We will need women serving on various teams. Please visit briarwood.org/
women to volunteer for the various opportunities related to serving with this Retreat.
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5 Year Bible Reading
Plan November 2021

2 Chronicles

The L.O.V.E. Ministry is an outreach to Briarwood
members who are no longer able to attend regular
services at the church due to mobility or healthrelated issues.
Each Monday morning the L.O.V.E. Ministry members gather at the flower room to pick up vases of
flowers to deliver to Briarwood members in senior
living homes, nursing homes and assisted living
homes. Their goal: to bring light into the lives of Briarwood members and others who are unable to actively participate in the weekly activities of the
church.

Ways to help:
•Prepare flowers in the small bud vases each Monday morning, 8:30 am - 10:00 am.
•Deliver flowers to members on Monday morning. Flower pick up is 9:15 am - 9:30 am followed by a brief time of
prayer as a group at 9:30 am.

•Donation needs: Full aprons, hand written cards of encouragement, plain fluted bud vases, cut flowers.

For more information about needs or to discuss how you can serve,
email Darby Travers:
darby@turningheartsministries.com
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Meet the New Women on
Staff at Briarwood
Elizabeth Bondurant
Single Women’s Ministry
Hi, I am Elizabeth Bondurant and I am so
excited to begin working with the young
women in our Graduates & Career
Community! My role will be one of loving on,
shepherding & discipling these precious
ladies during this season.
I met my husband Bradford right in this very
class when I was 31 years old. We now have
three children and are overjoyed at this
opportunity for me to work again in ministry
here at Briarwood!

Amanda Peterson
Women’s Ministry Administrative Assistant
Greetings! I am Amanda and have had the recent
privilege of joining the Briarwood staff as Kristie
Harrick’s assistant in the women’s ministry. I am
also currently pursuing a Masters of Divinity in
Public Theology from Birmingham Theological
Seminary.
After seven years as a physical therapist, the Lord
has sovereignly led me to the path of vocational
ministry. I have a passion for learning, teaching
and writing and look forward to serving the body
of believers in our congregation.
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Meet the New Women on
Staff at Briarwood
Kate Foster
Scheduling Coordinator
I am the new Scheduling Coordinator for
Briarwood & have big shoes to fill. I have been a
member for 6 years. Graduated from the
University of Alabama in Birmingham with a
bachelor’s degree in Communication
Management. Please come by my office &
introduce yourself. So happy to be here & look
forward to getting to know you all more.

Katie Barr
YBL Ministries Administrative Assistant
My name is Katie Barr, and I am the
administrative assistant for YBL Ministries. I
was blessed to grow up at Briarwood and
return after graduating from the University of
Alabama. I met my husband, Austin, in the
Graduates & Careers Sunday school class, and
we got married in June! Some of my favorite
things include spending time with family and
friends, baking, puzzles, traveling and
exploring the Lord’s creation… and breakfast!
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Member Spotlight: Joyce Ann Jackson
Joyce Ann has been a member of Briarwood since 2003,
and her heart for the Lord and for people is palpable.
She has a vibrant spirit, generous hospitality, and a life
centered upon trust in the Lord with a deep reliance on
prayer.
Part of Joyce Ann’s ministry is managing and operating
her family-owned holiday shop. The Holiday Shop is
located on Old Rocky Ridge Road and is in a converted
dairy barn that her grandfather built in 1932. She and
her mother opened the shop in 1970 providing a onestop-shop for beautiful gifts and decorations for the
Christmas season. The store has provided countless
opportunities to share the gospel with customers and to
invite women to participate e in Bible studies that she
hosts in her home. Her smiling face and warm spirit are
truly the aroma of Christ to all who walk through the
doors.

Join Joyce Ann in Prayer
Joyce Ann has been faithful in prayer for the
body of believers at Briarwood, providing
intercessory prayer during the Sunday
morning services and Midweek Bible studies.
Join her in the prayer room to pray alongside
her as she lifts up our church for the glory of
God.
10

To learn more about the prayer ministry at
Briarwood and how to be involved, visit
briarwood.org/ministries/prayer-ministry

