July 2021

In the June Newsletter Donna Evans encouraged us in the making of our
summer vacation plans to also, “map out your (our) calendar, remember to
read widely and wisely so that you (we) can think biblically.” Reading provides the opportunity to grow in our understanding of the day, encouraging
us in the truths of the words and being challenged by the lives of those who
have walked faithfully before us.
If you are looking for an autobiography about a woman on the mission field, I
would recommend to you the book And the Word Came With Power by Joanne Shelter. My first reading of her autobiography was in seminary in my
first class on missions. I was greatly impacted by this single woman who
committed her life to Christ and entrusted Him with her story chapter by
chapter. So why read a book about this woman and who is she?
“Joanne Shelter was just a shy farm girl until she caught a vision—God’s vision. She went to the Balangao people in the Philippines, translated the Word of God into the language of their
hearts, and now they know God speaks their language. And now
thousands of Balangaos call Jesus, Lord. Be careful when you
read her book, you might just catch the vision, too.”
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Happy reading!

Kristie

Special points of interest
• Join us for Summer Drop-Ins
beginning June 15 at 9:30 am.
• Register for Pathway to Preparation teaching workshop

Fellowship Hall E&F
Register at Briarwood.org/women
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What is the L.O.V.E. Ministry?
The L.O.V.E. Ministry is an outreach to
Briarwood members who are no longer able to attend regular services at
the church due to mobility or healthrelated issues.
Each Monday morning the L.O.V.E.
Ministry members gather at the Flower
Room to pick up vases of flowers to
deliver to Briarwood members in senior living homes, nursing homes and
assisted living homes. Their goal: to bring light into the lives of Briarwood members and others
who are unable to actively participate in the weekly activities of the church.
We would love for you to join us in this beautiful outreach. This is a wonderful activity for spouses
to do together.
Since COVID we have not been able to run the L.O.V.E. Ministry. However, beginning July 19, we
will once again resume this outreach. However, we need your help. Please consider the following:
•

We need help preparing the flowers in the small bud vases each Monday morning, 8:30 am 10:00 am.

•

We need volunteers to deliver the flowers to members on Monday morning. Flower pick-up is
9:15 am - 9:30 am followed by a brief time of prayer as a group at 9:30 am. All deliveries and
visits usually finish by 11:00 am so that the individuals in the various homes can make their
way to lunch. You can commit to visit weekly or once a month. We will work with you as we
build our volunteer team.

•

Donations. We need full aprons with pockets for our flower arrangers. We
also have a need for handwritten cards of encouragement that we can
occasionally send out with the flowers. And we are always in need of plain
fluted bud vases. And, for those of you who have beautiful home gardens,
we would welcome donations of cut flowers on Sunday evenings.

For more information about needs or to discuss how you can serve,
email Darby Travers: darby@turningheartsministries.com
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What is the August Challenge?
As we finish the summer and look to start the fall, there sits August. Is it really summer or is it
fall? So, to help bridge the gap between summer and fall, the Women’s Ministry would like to
ask you to participate in the August Challenge. This August Challenge will take us to the
Word, take us to our knees, encourage us, and challenge us to pray daily.

Who is this for?
Any woman! Maybe you are already involved in daily Bible Study—do not worry this can be a
supplement to your study. Maybe you are struggling in being consistent in the Word—you
will find this both manageable and encouraging as you seek to develop the discipline of being
in the Word. Maybe you are looking for something you and your daughter or you and a friend
can do together. Maybe you are just looking for something to fill the gap between your summer study and your fall study—then this is it!

Instructions
Each day you will read and then write out a set of verses in the provided notebook. You will
be guided through a set of questions asking you to reflect on what the text says about the
character and heart of God; to reflect on what the text says about mankind in general; and to
reflect through prayer time with the Lord regarding how He is using the text to challenge, encourage, convict or teach you.

Registration
Register online by July 22nd for the August Challenge at Briarwood.org/women. Then beginning Sunday July 25th through Sunday, August 1st you can pick up the material in the Women’s Ministry Office, Room A106 in the Administration wing. If you are able, we would ask
that you make a $3 donation to cover the material costs. However, please do not let this prevent you from participating.
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To follow along with our July reading plan,
please visit our website at:

https://briarwood.org/women-of-the-covenant/
five-year-bible-reading-plan/

These are great
guided prayer
resources for
moms of all ages
and stages.
Each book has a
specific age
group in mind:
young children,
teens, young
adults, and adult
children.

www.prpbooks.com
8

8

