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CONFERENCE PRAYER GUIDE 

Briarwood’s National Ministries Conference theme this year is The 
Harvest Awaits. This prayer guide is provided as a resource for each 
of us to commit to pray for the ministry partners participating in 
2021. Please intercede for their ministries throughout our country 
that the gospel would go forward in word and deed. Pray we will 
be encouraged, equipped, and empowered to serve Him faithfully 
as we join in worship, hear the biblical preaching of Dr. Richard 
Phillips, and learn from the testimonies we hear.
 
May your family be blessed by intentionally investing your time 
to learn from our partner’s families in this booklet. Please be in 
prayer for how God’s mighty Spirit, who lives in you, will use you 
in the lives of our partners. May God find us faithful in fulfilling His 
great commission to our nation!

And let us not grow weary of doing good, 
for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

Galatians 6:9





Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. There are multiple reasons as to why I am excited 
about this year’s Briarwood National Ministries Conference, The 
Harvest Awaits. 

I am excited first because the Lord has granted us, in His 
providence, an absolutely wonderful Gospel minister as our 
Conference speaker—Dr. Rick Phillips is Senior Pastor of the 
historic Second Presbyterian Church in Greenville, SC, and he is 
also a dear friend and colleague for many years. I encourage you 
to read his biography included in this booklet.

Secondly, we are going to be blessed by having the opportunity 
to hear from and meet many of our National Ministry partners. 
You can also read about them in the following pages.

Allow me a personal and pastoral moment; I am so grateful for 
how the Lord continues to enlarge our commitment and ministry 
internationally through our Global Mission. But, I would like to 
encourage you to join me in asking the Lord to expand our impact 
in evangelism, church planting and church revitalization in North 
America as we seek a new Reformation in Christ’s Church and a 
Gospel Awakening in our nation.

Thank you for your encouragement of our National Ministry 
partners while they are visiting. One of the things I love to hear is 
how marvelously you, as a church family, bless those who come 
to our conference each year. Let’s join together in prayer asking 
the Lord to use this Conference for His own glory.

The Harvest Awaits…
Pastor Reeder



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Sunday, October 24

8:00 a.m. Early Morning Worship with Dr. Richard Phillips
 — SHINE in Children’s Worship (K4–3rd grade) 
9:30 a.m. Congregational Communities  
 — Ministry Partners share in Sunday School classes
 — 4th–6th grade SHINE
10:50 a.m. Late Morning Worship with Dr. Richard Phillips 
 — SHINE in Children’s Worship (K4–3rd grade)
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship with Dr. Richard Phillips  
 — Ministry Partner Glimpses
 — 1st–6th grade SHINE in the Children’s Auditorium
 — K4 & K5 MINI-SHINE in the Nursery
Nursery is open 8:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m. and 6:00–7:30 p.m.
Nursery reservations for evening services are required: briarwood.org/nursery

Monday, October 25

6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship with Dr. Richard Phillips
 — Ministry Partner Glimpses
 — 1st–6th grade SHINE in the Children’s Auditorium
 — K4 & K5 MINI-SHINE in the Nursery
Nursery is open 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Nursery reservations are required: briarwood.org/nursery

SHINE (Sharing Him In Neighborhoods Everywhere)

Tk–6th graders will come hear from National Ministry Partners, 
play games, and there will even be a few surprises! Don’t miss it!



Dr. Richard D. Phillips is Senior Minister of Second Presbyterian 
Church in Greenville, SC. He is the chairman of the Philadelphia 
Conference of Reformed Theology and series co-editor of the 
Reformed Expository Commentary series (P&R). He serves on 
the Board of Trustees of Westminster Theological Seminary, the 
Board of Directors of the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, the 
Council of The Gospel Coalition, and the Council of the Gospel 
Reformation Network. He and his wife, Sharon, have five children 
and live in Greenville, SC. Rick is an avid follower of University of 
Michigan sports and enjoys reading historical fiction.

DR. RICHARD PHILLIPS 
Conference Speaker



Jeff has been on staff with Campus Outreach for ten years. 
Their vision is to build Christ like leaders on the campus 
for the lost world. They seek to do this through small group 
Bible studies, life on life evangelism and discipleship, weekly 
meetings, season ministry events, and hosting students in their 
home. Jeff also helps lead and coordinate winter conferences 
for Campus Outreach and summer discipleship projects that 
take place in Florida.

JEFF & LAUREN BOLGER
Campus Outreach – The University of Alabama



Catherine has served as the Area Director for Crown Ministries 
for the past eleven years in Birmingham. She spends her time 
resourcing small groups, organizations, couples and singles on 
how to manage money from a biblical perspective. Most recently, 
she and a small team have written and recently released a 
video-driven curriculum to teach basic financial management to 
young adults called “Do Money Different.” The program can be 
used for individuals or in a workplace setting. For small groups, 
there is a faith-based discussion guide available.

CATHERINE BROWN
Crown Ministries – Birmingham, Alabama



Cedric and Alicia Brown live in Camp Springs, Maryland where 
they serve on the national leadership team for Navigators 
Church Ministries. This team oversees a nationwide team of 125 
Navigator Representatives and many more Ministry Partners 
who help come alongside pastors and their church leaders, 
training them in tested discipleship resources. These resources 
help to equip these leaders to work with people life-on-life, to 
grow from church attenders to laborers in the harvest. It’s their 
desire to help local churches build a culture of disciple making, 
producing generations of disciples with untold impact.

CEDRIC BROWN
Navigators – Camp Springs, Maryland



Gary and Wendy Cramer are in their sixteenth season as “life 
coaches” to the athletes, coaches, and athletic administrative 
staff of The University of Alabama. They believe mentoring is 
as simple as “making salsa together.” It’s about letting people 
get close enough to “see how you live” rather than just “telling 
them how to live.” From walking with those who are far from 
God, to mentoring student-athletes who are preparing for the 
mission field, they are intentional about engaging, evangelizing, 
establishing, equipping and exporting the next generation of 
leaders who will impact their sphere of influence for Christ.

GARY & WENDY CRAMER
Fellowship of Christian Athletes – The University of Alabama



Brian is the Executive Director at Restoration Academy, K-12, an 
urban Christian school in inner city Birmingham. He received 
his BA in English with a minor in Chemistry and Bible from 
Wheaton College. Brian’s career has included serving and 
teaching in the inner city in Chicago, teaching and coaching 
at Briarwood Christian School, and serving as the Dean 
of Students and Principal at Restoration Academy before 
becoming the Executive Director. Brian and his wife, Lauren, 
have three children — Ellie (18), Liam (15), and Noah (11).

BRIAN GOESSLING
Restoration Academy – Fairfield, Alabama



Since 1980, Sav-A-Life, Inc. has existed to assist with problems 
associated with sexual promiscuity, unplanned pregnancy, 
and abortion on demand. Sav-A-Life, Inc. is the largest crisis 
pregnancy ministry in central Alabama. Thousands of babies 
have been saved by helping parents embrace the Truth of 
God’s Word and make Life-affirming decisions about their 
unborn children. Their comprehensive programs meet the 
health, emotional and spiritual needs of clients so they are fully 
equipped to become better individuals, spouses and parents. 
They operate two service centers in Vestavia and Fultondale 
with plans for a third location in East Birmingham in late 2021.

LISA HOGAN
Sav-a-Life – Birmingham, Alabama



Heart City is a downtown, community-centered church plant, 
imitating the Word who became flesh and moved into the 
neighborhood! Heart City is faithful having ‘steel in its spine’ as 
those called out to be separate and fruitful having that same ‘steel’ 
as outward-facing local believers! They envision the local church 
as a portal to heaven, making disciples through the ordinary 
means of grace, small groups and evangelism. They build 
relationships through neighborhood groups and hosting events 
like parenting classes. As seasoned foster parents, the Irvins lead 
a local support group. Pastor Joel has a dozen years in ministry.

JOEL IRVIN
Heart City Church, PCA – Elkhart, Indiana



Chris Johnson serves as the National Director of Church 
Partnerships for Lifeline Children’s Services, which exists to 
equip the body of Christ to manifest the gospel to vulnerable 
children. Based in Birmingham, AL, Lifeline currently serves 
in more than 16 states and 25 countries. They are passionate 
about coming alongside churches and Christ-followers through 
ministry to women in unplanned pregnancies, adoption, foster 
care and family restoration, global orphan care, and ongoing 
counseling and support for families that include children who 
have experienced trauma.

CHRIS JOHNSON
Lifeline Children’s Services – Birmingham, Alabama



TruthXchange equips and empowers churches to communicate 
the gospel effectively and lovingly to a culture that has lost the 
crucial distinction between worshiping creation and worshiping 
the Triune Creator and Redeemer. The name truthXchange 
comes from the Apostle Paul writing to a first-century Rome 
church, when the Pax Romana claimed to unify the known 
world. Paul wanted Christians to understand their culture, so 
they would know how to talk about the Gospel to their neighbors 
and friends. Paul affirms counter-culturally that Roman society 
was based on a false premise. He speaks of the great exchange: 
human beings in rebellion “exchange the truth of God for the 
lie and worship and serve the creation rather than the Creator.”

PETER JONES
truthXchange – San Diego, California, Columbia, South Carolina



Hank and Chrisy invested 35 years teaching, discipling and 
equipping college students to go to the world with the life-
giving message of Jesus Christ. The transition to Cru City 
three years ago allows them to continue the same work with 
recent graduates, business men and women, church leaders, 
and college students. Hank continues to teach and disciple 
leaders, serve as chaplain for the Tennessee Rugby Program 
and Knoxville Men’s Rugby Club, and assist the Leadership 
with a church plant. Chrisy mentors recent graduates and gives 
leadership to several women’s Bible studies and prayer groups.

HANK & CHRISY MARSHMAN
Cru – Knoxville, Tennessee



Bob has been on staff with CRU for 43 years and a religious 
volunteer at St. Clair Correctional Facility, a maximum-security 
prison, for over 30 years. Over the years, he has taught EE and 
various Bible studies to the inmates. Currently, he is teaching 
a Bible class in the Faith-Based Honor Dorm which is self-
governed, with 208 inmates, most of whom profess to be 
Christians. Because most of the men are not going to get out 
very soon if at all, Bob can invest deeply into the lives of a few 
men who can then build into the lives of others.

BOB MCPHERSON
CRU Birmingham, Alabama



Grace House Ministries provides loving, Christian care to 40 
Alabama girls in foster care on a residential campus in Fairfield, 
AL. All of the girls have been removed from the custody of 
their families due to physical/sexual abuse, abandonment/
incarceration of a parent, and/or neglect. There are nine 
properties, five of which are home to the girls who rely on Grace 
House to meet their basic needs like food, clothing, shelter, and 
education every day. Grace House hinges on five core values: 
Christ, education, family, life skills and outreach.

PAMELA REED PHIPPS
Grace House Ministries – Birmingham, Alabama



Jamie has been on staff with FCA for sixteen years in Alabama. 
He served seven of those years in the Anniston/Gadsden area 
and as campus director at Jacksonville State. The remaining 
years have been at Northeast Alabama serving as area director 
and overseeing the campus ministries that reaches over one-
thousand kids through summer camp programs. Jamie has 
been married to Rebecca for 25 years and they have three 
boys (Zack 21, Alex 19, and Baylor 13).

JAMIE STRANGE
Fellowship of Christian Athletes – Northeast Alabama



Erik and Amy live in Tucker, Georgia, where they are planting 
a new Church, Tucker Presbyterian Church. Tucker was settled 
in 1820 as a small railroad community, and although it’s in the 
metro-Atlanta area, Tucker has been underserved by faithful 
Bible-believing, Gospel-preaching churches. Despite Covid, Erik 
and Amy, along with a core team of about 35 adults, launched in 
June 2020 and have experienced God’s grace in amazing ways 
as they’ve witnessed the Lord building His church. Their vision 
is to be a church “living and proclaiming the good news of Jesus 
Christ, through worship, prayer, the Word, and deed.”

ERIK & AMY VEERMAN
PCA Church Plant – Tucker, Georgia



Jason and Jessica live in Hoover, AL and have a 12-year old 
daughter, Kendall. Jason serves as executive director to the 
Aspire Movement, a Christ-centered mentoring program 
pairing godly men and women with at-risk youth. The vision of 
Aspire is to see youth transformed to reflect Christ and restore 
their communities. They accomplish this through evangelism 
and discipleship using mentoring as their platform. They have 
reached over 500 youth in Birmingham through Life on Life and 
Small Group mentoring.

JASON & JESSICA WILLIAMS
Aspire Movement – Birmingham Alabama
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