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The Global Gospel  
is a gospel of  
honor–shame  

reversal

We are not trying 
“contextualize” the 
gospel for honor/
shame cultures

The Bible already IS 
contextualized for 

honor/shame cultures
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(Philippians 2:5–11 ESV)

Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 

(Philippians 2:5–11 ESV)

And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.

Reversal of the idea 
of “Limited Good”

Session 3-Briarwood Honor-Shame Slides.key - July 31, 2015



(John 6:48– 51)

I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
This is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not 
die. I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 
he will live forever. And the bread that I will 

give for the life of the world is my flesh.

(John 6:35 ESV)

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to 
me shall not hunger, and whoever believes 

in me shall never thirst.”

The Global Gospel is 
a gospel of surplus 

honor in Christ
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The Global Gospel 
is a gospel of 
unveiled faces

It is assumed that Paul 
present the gospel at its core 

in legal, guilt/innocence 
redemptive terms, while the 

Gospels speak more of 
salvation through the lens of 

the “kingdom of God.”

In fact, the apostle Paul 
uses honor and shame-
based language over 

and over to describe the 
ends and the motivation 

for salvation.
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Reversal of the idea 
of fallen “Face”
Friends of God

(Ex. 3:6)

And he said, “I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, 

for he was afraid to look at God.

(Ex. 33:11)

Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses 
face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. 
When Moses turned again into the camp, 

his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a 
young man, would not depart from the tent.
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(Ex. 34:29)

When Moses came down from Mount 
Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony 

in his hand as he came down from the 
mountain, Moses did not know that the 
skin of his face shone because he had 

been talking with God.

(1 John 3:2)

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; 

but we know that when he appears* we 
shall be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is.

Reversal of the Shame of 
Uncleanness

The Global Gospel is a 
promise of purity undefiled
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What does the 
Majority World see in 

the leper story?

??? 
Who are our defiled 

people?

Review Worldview 
Tendencies
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??? 
What are examples in our 

culture of seeing through the 
eyes of “Right” and “Wrong” 

???

Guilt/Innocence Honor/Shame

God’s redemptive purpose 
was to save me

God’s redemptive purpose 
was to glorify himself

Heaven is a place I’m  
going to

Heaven is a relationship I will 
have with him

Salvation is moment in time Salvation is a walk with God

Salvation is a ticket to 
Heaven Salvation is joining a family

Jesus covered my guilt Jesus seated me with him

God is my helper God is my King

Jesus in my co-pilot Jesus is my brother
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A Example Gospel 
Presentation Emphasizing 

Honor/Shame

The “Father’s Love” 
Booklet

thefatherslovebooklet.org
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Conclusion
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