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This is the word of God.  Haggai 2:10-19.  
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word 
of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask the 
priests about the law: 12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and 
touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become 
holy?’” The priests answered and said, “No.” 13 Then Haggai said, “If someone who is 
unclean by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?” 
The priests answered and said, “It does become unclean.” 14 Then Haggai answered 
and said, “So is it with this people, and with this nation before me, declares the LORD, 
and so with every work of their hands. And what they offer there is unclean. 15 Now 
then, consider from this day onward.  Before stone was placed upon stone in the temple 
of the LORD, 16 how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty measures, there 
were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were but 
twenty. 17 I struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and 
with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares the LORD. 18 Consider from this day 
onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the day that the foundation 
of the LORD's temple was laid, consider: 19 Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, 
the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this day 
on I will bless you.” 
May God bless this His Word to the heart of His people. 
 
 What is true spirituality?  There is a book by Francis Schaeffer which he wrote 
early in the 1970’s titled True Spirituality.  It is an excellent book that points out false 
spirituality and counterfeit spirituality and this text in Haggai 2 helps one to get right to 
the issue of true spirituality.  What does it mean to be spiritual?  One may say, “I want to 
be a spiritual man” or “I want to be a spiritual woman.”  One has to assume at this point 
that they have made a commitment to Jesus Christ to answer this question further.  So 
what does the Bible mean when it calls a person to be spiritual?  What does the Bible 
mean when the Apostle Paul says, “You are still babes in Christ by this time you should 
be spiritual?”  Galatians 6:1 says, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, 
you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on 
yourself, lest you too be tempted.”  This spiritual theme runs throughout the Book, the 
Word of God.  What does it mean to be spiritual? 
 A brief statement will be given here and as the study progresses the statement 
will get filled in even more from this text.  The brief statement is this:  spirituality is 
maturing in grace for God’s glory.  That is just a brief definition.  To be spiritual is to be 
maturing, not for grace but maturing in grace, for God’s glory.  Maturing in grace is 
being focused on Jesus Christ, being led by His Spirit, surrendered to the Holy Spirit, 
not trusting in the flesh.  The babe in Christ tries to live the Christian life by their own 
strength.  Those maturing in Christ have learned it is impossible to walk before God in 
the strength of the flesh.  Walking in spiritual maturity is being directed by the Word of 



God, Spirit led and completely fixated by God’s glory.  The Christian is so fixated with 
God’s glory that self has disappeared.  One is dead to self and alive to Christ (Romans 
6:11).   Christians tend to go at spirituality in either haphazard ways or in 
superstitious ways.  Sometimes people think that religious rituals will make one spiritual.  
Sometimes people are not careful about what to avoid in order to become spiritual.  
Many times people are not careful about fleeing temptation, sin.  The Bible says to 
“even abhor the garment polluted by sin” (Jude 1:23).  Some think the way to become 
spiritual is one should get in the right religious rituals, ceremonies and events and it will 
rub off on the one.  This is what Haggai drives at in this text. 
 This is Haggai’s fourth discourse, the fourth sermon and the sixth study in the 
book of Haggai.  Each one of his sermons have been dated.  The first one found in 
Haggai 1:3-11, Haggai gave in the sixth month and the first day and in it he called the 
people to repentance.  He told them, “For sixteen years you have left the temple of the 
Lord alone while you went and built your own houses.  Do you not love God’s glory 
enough to want the temple to be established where His glory is poured out or do you 
just want your own paneled houses?  Away with your excuses, God’s Word is clear.”  
God’s glory ought to be supreme.  God’s glory is the majesty of life.  It is the governing 
principle for all aspirations and activities in the life of a believer.  Haggai tells the people 
they have made God’s glory a secondary issue in life and that they should make it the 
primary focus of their life.  The people repented. 
 Twenty three days later on the 24th day of the same month Haggai gave another 
sermon to encourage them which is found in Haggai 1:12-15.  In this sermon Haggai 
told the people, “The Lord is with you.”  That is the promise of God’s grace.  Then 
Haggai gave another sermon in the seventh month because he knew that some might 
discourage them.  So in the third sermon he said, “There is coming a glory to this 
temple that is greater than the glory that was in the temple of Solomon.”  Haggai is 
pointing to Jesus Christ, the desire of the all the nations whom he says, “will shake 
nations and bring a people from all the world and from that temple that you now build 
will come in the glory of God, Jesus Christ and out from it will be the proclamation of the 
gospel of peace.”  Haggai’s third sermon is found in Haggai 2:1-9. 
 Haggai’s fourth sermon is in this study (Haggai 2:10-19) and it is also the end of 
his recorded ministry, totaling four months.  His public ministry may have gone on 
longer but it is not known after this.  His public recorded ministry went through the sixth, 
seventh, eighth, and ninth month.  This fourth sermon takes place on twenty-fourth day 
of the ninth month.  What is Haggai telling the reader in this fourth sermon?  What is 
Haggai grabbing hold of in this matter of spirituality in his word to the people?  This is 
not Haggai’s final sermon however his last sermon is given later in this same day.  So 
this is his last day of his public recorded ministry. 
 This text has been outlined that will help the reader understand it a little better.  
In this text there are two questions asked and two answers are given.  After the 
questions there is a four-fold application and then Haggai finishes up by giving two 
considerations, consider two things.  Now in Haggai 2:10 the reader is given the date of 
this sermon, the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month.  Once again Haggai is speaking 
on behalf of the Lord.  The Lord of hosts is speaking through him. 
 In Haggai 2:10-13 two specific questions are asked.  Notice that Haggai is not 
asking the questions but it is the Lord.  Now, does one think the Lord is asking the 



question because He does not know the answer?  This is called a rhetorical question.  
The Lord is drawing out the answer because He has a lesson He wants to teach His 
people.  There were prophets, priests and kings.  Priests had an intercessory ministry 
and one of the jobs of the priests was to teach and to give opinions on the Law.  In other 
words, that is why sometimes the priests are called lawyers.  The priests gave 
understanding on the Law and gave opinions on it.  Here Haggai gives two questions 
and asks for the priest’s ruling on them.  
 The first question is found in Haggai 2:11, 12; 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Ask the priests about the law: 12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his 
garment and touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does 
it become holy?’” The priests answered and said, “No.”  The priest does not have to 
hesitate on this answer because it is also found in Leviticus 6 and Numbers 19.  The 
answer is clearly “no.”  The holy thing touching something does not make it holy.  So 
Haggai then asks the priest for a ruling on his second question. 
 The second question is found in Haggai 2:13, “Then Haggai said, “If someone 
who is unclean by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become 
unclean?” The priests answered and said, “It does become unclean.””  If this priest 
touches the same oil, the same vegetables, the same wine does this oil, vegetables and 
wine become unclean also?  The answer is found in Leviticus 22 and 26, “yes.”  If the 
holy thing touches these things then the holy thing does not make it holy but if the 
unclean thing touches these things it makes it unclean. 
 Here is where Haggai gives his four-fold application which is in Haggai 2:14; 
“Then Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this (1)people, and with this (2) nation 
before me, declares the LORD, and so with (3) every work of their hands. And (4) what 
they offer there is unclean.”  In other words Haggai says, “In light of what you have just 
answered me so is my people, the nation, the work of their hands and the offerings they 
bring.”  If one wants to know more of Haggai’s meaning here one needs to read Ezra 1 
through 3.  Here one will see that the people have gathered together to work for the 
Lord and then became discouraged because of what some of the older ones were 
saying.  Couple that with political instability, famine, drought and all the uncertainties 
and they just quit working in 536 B.C.  It is sixteen years later, 520 B.C. and Haggai 
says, “Repent and go back to work for so says the Lord” and they do go back to work. 
 Now Haggai comes with a challenging word to them because during those 
sixteen years they abandoned God’s Word, they did not embrace God’s ways but they 
did keep showing up for the ceremonies.  They kept coming for the ceremonial days 
and the feasts.  They kept coming to do the ritual yet their heart was removed from the 
Lord.  Their heart was in their own house, their own possessions, and their own selves.  
What Haggai is telling them is this, “You thought you could walk your own way and 
show up for ceremonial observances and ritualistic endeavors which you thought would 
make you holy but the ceremonial touching doesn’t make you holy.  That is My people.  
Now without dealing with your heart you’re coming to work on My temple and your work 
is making unclean what is clean.  What you touch in uncleanliness is contagious.  Your 
offerings are actually a blight because you have now come without dealing with your 
heart.  You thought the ceremony would suffice.  I want your heart.  The work that you 
are doing on the temple is producing uncleanliness.  So is My people, so is this nation.  
This people think spirituality is found by ritual and ceremony instead of a heart.  This 



people thinks that by putting their hand to My work and bringing their offerings then that 
in some way enhances Me.  The fact is what you are doing is bringing a further 
blasphemy against you because when the unclean touches the holy then the unclean 
makes things unclean. 
 Then Haggai wants the people to consider two things.  The first consideration is 
in Haggai 2:15-17; 15 “Now then, consider from this day onward.  Before stone was 
placed upon stone in the temple of the LORD, 16 how did you fare? When one came to a 
heap of twenty measures, there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw 
fifty measures, there were but twenty. 17 I struck you and all the products of your toil 
with blight and with mildew and with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares the LORD.”  
Basically he is telling the people to consider how they fared for the last sixteen years.  
When they got to the grain heap they wanted to draw twenty measures but there was 
only ten and at the wine vat they wanted fifty but there was only twenty.  Also why was 
the hail and mildew all around them?  The Lord is the one who brought the hail and the 
mildew.  The Lord emptied the vats and the grain.  The Lord is the one who made their 
purses have holes in the them and He did that to them as a Father to turn them back to 
Him and away from themselves but the more His hand of gracious discipline fell the 
more they walked away from Him for sixteen years.  God’s loving patience, kindness 
and hand of discipline was turned into a license for self from His people. 
 The second consideration is an amazing statement found in Haggai 2:18, 19; 
18 “Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since 
the day that the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid, consider: 19 Is the seed yet in 
the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have 
yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless you.”  Please look at what is absent 
from this text.  He does not say “from this day forward, if you…then I will bless you.”  
Everything else was still the same, the vine, the fig tree, the olive tree still had nothing 
yet He says, “From this day on I will bless you”.  The people snubbed God’s loving hand 
of patience and discipline and turned it into a license for self, yet now comes the 
gracious hand of abundance, and at the end of the story they will also snub God’s hand 
of blessing.  So in just 80 years there will be instituted 400 years of silence.  He says, 
“Consider this.  My grace has been there to discipline you.  You people kept thinking the 
hail, the mildew, the drought, the famine was an excuse to walk away from Me and yet I 
was sending that to draw you to Me.  Now I’m going to graciously pour forth My blessing 
upon you.  Will you now return to Me?”  They did not return under His gracious hand of 
discipline and they did not return under His gracious hand of abundance. 
 There are seven lessons here to learn from.  Three of them will be put together 
pretty quickly here.  The first lesson is true spirituality can not be ceremonially secured, 
externally transmitted, nor physically captured.  True spirituality is maturing in God’s 
grace and it cannot be ceremonially transmitted, physically trapped or externally caught.  
It is a heart and soul matter.  People think if they are involved in a spiritual ceremony or 
ritual and feel good they will get spiritual or if they hang around spiritual people they will 
just catch it and be spiritual. 
 The second lesson is true spirituality is an issue of the heart and the soul.  That 
is what the Psalmist is driving at when he says, “What does He want?  Not the sacrifice 
of the meal offering and the ceremony but the sacrifice of the heart” (Psalm 51:16, 17).  



“O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints 
for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water,” Psalm 63:1. 
 The third lesson from the text is while spirituality is not externally contagious, sin 
and evil is.  I had a man tell me after hearing this, “Let me put an exclamation behind 
that.  I am trying to serve Jesus and I leave here to go and serve at my job and I end up 
at this place where these people do not know the Lord.  As much as I despise the sinful 
things they talk about in my soul, I find myself getting drawn into it.”  This is why the 
Psalmist says in Psalm 1:1, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers.”  Here he is 
talking about watching the counsel, conduct and company one seeks and keeps.  Flee 
temptation.  As was mentioned earlier, hate the garment that is even polluted by sin.  In 
the name of grace, do not think that the power of grace is shown by how close one 
walks to sin.  The work of grace gives one the sense of the heinousness of sin where 
one wants to walk away from it not toward it.  The believer knows it is so easy to get 
their hearts trapped because their hearts are prone to wander as the hymn, Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing, so rightly states it.  One should want to walk toward the 
Savior and fill their heart with Him so that there is no room for sin in their life.  Yet one 
can come in the midst of God’s people and be in ordained, Biblical rites and ceremonies 
and it will not make one right or grow in grace.  It is the matter of the heart and the soul 
that is opened to the grace that is found in Jesus Christ. 
 Here is a physical analogy that will drive this third point home.  Say one has two 
children at home.  One is sick with something contagious and the other is not.  Would 
you perchance say, “My sick child needs to get well.  I know what I will do.  I’ll bring my 
healthy child in the same room with my sick child and say to the healthy child ‘I want 
you to hug up, rub up and put your arms around each other because you’re the healthy 
one and you’ll get the sick one well by doing this.’”  Right?  No that is not what will be 
done.  You will say to the healthy one, “Don’t go in that room.  Stay in your room.  You 
might catch what they have.”  One knows that healthiness is not externally 
communicated but one does know that the disease can be communicated.  To get the 
sick one well it has to come from the inside out but it is also known that the well one can 
become sick from the outside in.  That is what Haggai is telling the reader here.  One 
cannot ceremonially grow.  From the heart one must grow.  Growing in grace means to 
walk away from sin and evil. 
 Here is one more physical analogy.  Remember the woman who got well who 
had the issue found in Mark 5:25-39?  She got well by touching the hem of Jesus’ 
garment.  Did Jesus say to her, “The hem of My garment has made you well”?  No, He 
said, “Your faith, (that joined your heart and your soul to Me), has made you well.”  
Jesus did not go and say to His disciples, “Okay go and cut up My garments and send 
them out everywhere.”  He did not do that.  He went and called men and women to faith 
and repentance in Him.  He did not call them to His garment because the garment did 
not make them well.  Jesus is the one who makes us right and well.  When a person 
gets right and well then in maturity that person wants to be obedient.   This leads to the 
fourth lesson in the text. 
 The fourth lesson from the text is disobedience to God’s Word has divinely 
ordained consequences of calamity but loving obedience has divinely ordained 
promises of blessing.  Now, obedience does not save a person but the Bible says in 



John 14:15, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  It does not say, “If you 
keep My commandments, I’ll love you.”  Now, why does God love us?  In 1 John 4:19, 
“We love because He first loved us.”  His grace comes to us and when His grace comes 
us we walk away from sin and toward Him.  When we walk toward Him we embrace His 
commandments knowing that the breaking of God’s law has calamity.  If one commits 
adultery it will have a calamity.  Bearing false witness will have a calamity.  When one 
does not honor the Lord’s Day it will have a calamity.  It is also known that walking in 
obedience will come blessing.  “O Lord, how I love your law,” Psalm 119:97.  The 
Psalmist says it restores the soul.  The law cannot save a person only Jesus can but 
those who are saved embrace the law because they know these are His 
commandments and it is pleasing to Him plus there is blessing with them.  The calamity 
here in Haggai is hail, mildew, famine, drought when His Word is broken.  The hand of 
the Lord brings such calamities but just the disobedience is enough to bring the 
calamity.  If one breaks God’s law it will break the one. 
 A man came to me one time and said, “Are you one of these preachers that think 
that aids is a plague of God upon homosexuals?”  I said, “No, I am not one of those who 
would say that because I don’t know that is what God is doing.  God has not informed 
me of that.  I believe God brings plagues.  I will tell you this; it is the plague of sin.”  Sin 
brings broken bodies and disease brings destruction.  One can search all they want but 
there will not be a silver needle or pill that will ultimately remove the consequences of 
sin.  It will only forestall it or make it worse.  STDs, sexually transmitted diseases, are 
from heterosexual promiscuity.  Sexually transmitted diseases are the result of breaking 
God’s law.  “You shall not commit adultery,” Exodus 20:14.  I am not a scientist but if 
somehow I could wave the wand of grace and everybody would go out this day and say, 
“I love you Lord. I will keep your commandments. I will not commit adultery and I will not 
engage in either promiscuous or perverted sexuality” then in one generation all sexually 
transmitted diseases would be gone.  One generation is all it would take to wipe this 
out; one man, one woman, one life.  There are consequences to disobedience and 
there are blessings with obedience when one loves Him who saves them from their 
sins.  As the Bible says, “If you love Him you will keep His commandments.” 
 The fifth lesson from the text is God’s ways are unfathomable yet discernable, sin 
and evil is deceptive and blinding.  “God’s way are unfathomable” come from Romans 
11:33-36.  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
Isaiah 55:8.  However God’s ways are discernable.  Why would Haggai tell the people 
to look back for sixteen years and see what happened?  God’s ways are unfathomable 
but he says to the people, “Consider this.  Think about what I have done.  Can’t you see 
My hand?”  Sin is blinding and deceitful.  There have been so many times when I have 
looked at a family, a husband and wife, coming apart or walking away and I have said, 
“Why in the world are they doing this?”  It does not make sense.  Sin never makes 
sense.  Sin is irrational.  When men and women walk away from each other under the 
covenant of marriage into immorality, I do not look for sense anymore.  Sin is blinding 
and deceitful.  In Haggai God’s hand came upon the people to discipline them but their 
sin blinded them into deceitfulness for further self-centeredness yet God in His ways 
was calling them back to Himself. 
 I believe this is where we are in our culture today.  We have had fifty years of 
God’s hand coming upon this nation with careful discipline to show us the 



consequences of our sin and yet we do not see it and we still think the answer is 
political, economical or educational instead of returning to the Lord.  We have had fifty 
years of strip-mining the soul of our nation.  We have torn our nation to pieces and 
many of us still to this day think, “with a little bit better political savvy we can turn this 
around.  With a little bit of an upturn economically or with a better educational system it 
can be done.”  I am all for thoughtful politicians, economic availability, good education 
but what is happening in our country and in our souls is a Gospel issue.  It is an issue of 
the heart and soul.  The nation must be reached through people, who must be reached 
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and yet as God’s hand is upon our nation, people keep 
thinking, even Christians to this day think the answer is still found in us.  Instead of 
taking us to the end of ourselves and fleeing to the throne of grace and mercy, we keep 
thinking we will come up with the system that will work.   
 Please do not misunderstand.  Go for the issues of justice, economic availability 
and educational reform but it is not a cosmetic surgery that is going to turn this nation 
around.  We are blinded by sin and we keep thinking the answer is self-gratification.  
The answer on the one side is greater liberty, greater sexual freedom, greater personal 
freedom, greater autonomy and in the pursuit of self.  That self-ism is leading us down 
the path of destruction.  God’s people somehow think the answer is in our ingenuity.  
This is a supernatural problem, a spiritual war and it can only be solved with the Gospel 
of grace in Jesus Christ but the Church will not be about it until we have given up on 
ourselves, trusted in the Gospel and said “no” to our own personal agendas.  Christians 
need to get out of the pettiness of their own lives and have a concern for the lost and 
the nation so that we will lay down our life for others to hear of our Savior and live lives 
that will draw them to the Savior.  Yet God’s ways are discernable and sin and 
blindness keeps making us dumb down the culture. 
 One time I was talking with a friend about an airline hub in a particular city who 
were always having a problem being on time.  I was flying in on this airline and it was 
fifteen minutes late.  I said to the flight attendant as I was walking out, “I guess you all 
are still fighting this battle of being on time?”  She said, “Oh no we are on time.”  I said, 
“It is fifteen minutes late.”  She said, “That’s on time.”  I said, “If I’m leaving here for an 
appointment then I’m fifteen minutes late.  They’re not going to tell me I’m on time.”  In 
other words here is what is done in society, instead of saying, “here is sin, here is 
righteousness and this grace” people dumb it down and redefine it.   That is why there 
are leaders who stand up, confess immorality in marriages and in the same interview 
say, “Yes I’m a moral man.”  Sin has been redefined in terms of self autonomy.  The 
Church of Jesus Christ is walking the same path, with their own personal lives and 
agendas at the forefront instead of seeing the hand of God, dying to self and given to 
Him in heart and soul. 
 The sixth lesson from the text is to live rightly for God’s glory, seek knowledge, 
wisdom and understanding for the heart and from the Lord.  For one to start the process 
of having true spirituality, go to God who gives wisdom abundantly from above and say, 
“Lord, I want your wisdom, your understanding, and your knowledge in my heart and 
soul.  I want Your wisdom and not the wisdom of the world. You say to ask and You 
give it abundantly.”  That is why Haggai keeps telling the people, “stop, think, reflect and 
consider your ways.”  One needs to know what is right.  Ask God for wisdom in the 
heart and soul from heaven above. 



 The seventh lesson from the text is God’s Word and God’s ways are foolish to 
the world, but when lived by faith becomes a source of joy to God’s people, believers.  
God’s ways to the world seem like foolishness.  When a believer looks into being a 
good steward and decides to tithe, the world looks at that and says, “That is so stupid.  
You mean you’re going to give ten percent of this income.”  The believer says, “Yes and 
not only that the Lord says to test Him in it and the ninety percent is greater than the 
100 percent.”  The world will say, “Hey folks do the math.  That is dumb.”  Here is what 
the world forgot that the believer knows in their soul.  The reason the ninety percent is 
greater than the 100 percent is because God is in the ninety percent when the believer 
loves Him.  God is in the other six days when the believer sets aside the Lord’s Day.  
God says, “Delight in it and you’ll ride the heights. You’ll ride with the currents like the 
eagles.”  God’s ways are foolish to the world but for God’s people they are loved and 
they trust Him.  There is a way that seems right unto man but its end is destruction 
(Proverbs 14:12, Proverbs 16:25).  The way of the Lord restores the soul.  It gives 
simplicity to life and it gives the believer the privilege to live for His glory. 
 Friends, the takeaways from this study are simple.  Depend 100 percent on 
God’s grace.  The Lord says, “I will bless you.”  Devote oneself 100 percent to the glory 
of His grace from one’s soul.  Focus one’s heart and mind on Jesus Christ alone.  
Surrender to the Holy Spirit to fill the soul.  Walk away from sin.  Do not put one’s trust 
in ceremony but in the hand of God’s grace that takes hold of one’s heart.  Love the 
glory of God.  Christianity is not here for personal therapy.  It is here to bring men and 
women to the joy and delight of His glory, the glory of our God. 
 I enjoy reading about missionaries that are hard to find and recently I was 
reading about a missionary named Robert Reid.  He did not start off as a missionary.  
He had such a severe neurological disease that they had to Velcro his clothes on him 
and they had to Velcro him in a wheelchair.  He lived in Ohio and ended up leading 
people to Jesus Christ all the time.  He got so excited about leading people to Jesus 
that he said he wanted to do it in another country.  This man who had to have his 
clothes velcroed on and velcroed in a wheelchair became a missionary to Spain.  He 
planted four churches and started a youth ministry in Spain.  He came back to the US 
and spoke to high school students on behalf of that youth ministry.  At one speaking 
engagement, being velcroed to the wheelchair, clothes velcroed to his body and 
speaking softly because of the inability to get the oxygen out, one high school student 
looked at Robert Reid and said through spiritual maturity, “He may be in the wheelchair 
by Velcro but it is Jesus Christ who holds his heart and his life.”  Religion, ceremonies 
and ritual may Velcro one’s life for a little while but it is Christ in the soul that gives one’s 
heart life. 
 
Prayer: 
Father, thank You for this time together in Your Word.  We confess our dear desire to 
glorify You and to exalt You.  If there are those that need to take that first step, say to 
the Lord God, “The blessing found in Your Son Jesus Christ, the gift of eternal life, I 
receive by faith this day and will surrender to You.”  Repent of your sins and receive the 
gift of eternal life.  Father draw them this day and then for those who have made that 
commitment, we so easily think we can be haphazard about sin or that we can be 
ceremonially cleansed.  Father give us hearts and souls that are amerced in grace and 



a hatred for nothing in this world but sin and then fill our lives for Your glory.  God 
please do that.  Would You allow us as a people to discern Your ways and not use Your 
patience as a license for the further drowning in the cesspool of self but to arise, 
returning unto You and glory in Your name.  Fill us with Your Spirit.  Lead us by Your 
Word and fix our eyes on Jesus as you fill our heart and our soul for Your own glory.  
Amen.   


