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The Lord of All the Nations – Genesis 10 
 

This is the word of God.  Genesis 10. 
1 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were 
born to them after the flood.  2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, 
Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 
4 The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the 
coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in 
their nations.  6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: 
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and 
Dedan. 8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.  9 He 
was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter 
before the LORD.” 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and 
Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, 
Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 
13 Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from 
whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim.  15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn 
and Heth, 16 and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the 
Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the 
clans of the Canaanites dispersed. 19 And the territory of the Canaanites extended from 
Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, 
their languages, their lands, and their nations.  21 To Shem also, the father of all the 
children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: 
Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and 
Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were 
born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, 
and his brother's name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, 
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, 
Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The territory in which they 
lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 
31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their 
nations.  32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in 
their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood. 
The grass withers.  The flower fades.  This is the Word of God.  It abides forever.  By 
His grace and mercy may this Word which is the truth be preached for you. 
 
 I’ve been looking forward to getting to Genesis 10.  Let me explain to you about 
Genesis 10.  This is the chapter that, when you started reading through the Bible, you 
skimmed.  This is that chapter.  You know, the genealogy chapters that have the begats 
and begots, and that’s this chapter that we are going to work our way through.  There’s 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth and their sons and grandsons and great-grandsons, and all of 
that but there is a lot more to this text.   In fact, in my study sabbatical, it worked out to 
three sermons, but I put them all back into one in a reducing work.  I tried to put some 



sermon Slim-Fast together and got it back to one so we could get through the entire 
chapter and see it as an overview.  But I do have some material I’d love to give to you if 
you want to take this further, and you can really do some wonderful opportunities to drill 
down into this text of Scripture.  At least we’ll open it up a little bit this morning.  So keep 
Genesis 10 open in front of you. 
 I’d like to introduce you to somebody.  I want to introduce you to him at the 
beginning of the sermon and tell you what happened to him at the end of the sermon.  
This man’s name is Charles Bowles.  Charles Bowles was the son of a freed African-
American who was brought here in slavery in the eighteenth century, was freed in the 
early nineteenth century, and had a number of children.  He actually married the 
daughter of an American Revolutionary hero.  One of his children was an amazing, 
bright son who became a Christian.  God called him into the ministry and he began a 
faithful, effective ministry.  His ministry reached out into the African-American 
community, into the Caucasian White community.   
The church was making an impact for the Lord.  Now, whenever that happens, Satan is 
going to attack, and he did attack personally.  He brought forth a conspiracy to murder 
Charles Bowles.  That plan to murder Charles Bowles was to take him from his pulpit 
and frighten his church.  The day that was to be done was July 24th, a Sunday, in the 
year 1832.  Charles Bowles was informed that he was going to be taken after the 
service, “rode out on a rail”, out to the river to be drowned.  “Riding people out on a rail” 
was a way to torture people and then drown him in the river.  The ringleaders would be 
there in that service. 
 I will tell you what happened at the end of that service at the end of this service.  
It relates very much to what I have to say from Genesis 10.  In fact, it becomes a living 
example of it, in an individual sense.  Genesis 10 is divided into three sections.  
Genesis 10 is the Table of the Origin of the Nations.  Seventy nations are declared as 
originating out of this particular chapter.  I want you to set aside the number 70.  In other 
words, as you read this chapter, trace it out in the Bible.  You will find that 70 nation’s 
origination is given out of this text through the sons of Noah.   
 We are at an interesting part in the study of Genesis.  The Book of Genesis 
begins with the creation account in Genesis 1:1 through 2:3.  Then, beginning in 2:4, is 
a series of ten books called “the Toledot”, the books of the origins.  Genesis 2:4 is book 
number one which is the origins of the earth and the heavens.  That is, what comes out 
of the earth and the heavens?  Adam, from Adam, Eve, then marriage, sin, work which 
is a gift from God and all of the things that are there.  Book one goes from Genesis 2:4 
to the end of Genesis 4.  Then in Genesis 5:1 is the second Book of Genesis.  It’s called 
the origins of the sons of Adam.  It includes what happened after the death of Abel, 
Cain, Seth and the Godly line from Seth and the ungodly line from Cain and the death 
spiral of the culture into violence, arrogance, and rebellion against God, which leads us 
to the third book. 
 The third book is the Book of Noah and the flood which begins in Genesis 6:9.  
Genesis 6:9 gives us God’s judgment upon all of humanity, His declaration of His saving 
work, as Noah is preserved in the Ark, and Noah becomes a type of Christ, and the Ark 
is a type of Christ’s work of salvation.  Then this refurbished earth is then deposited 
upon it.  That brings us to Book 4.  Book 4 which include the sons of Noah begins in 
Genesis 10:1 and goes all the way through Genesis 11:10.   



 We are going to take a look at Genesis 10, which gives us the Table of the 
Nations from the three sons of Noah: Japheth, Ham, and Shem.  Now, of this, there will 
be 70 nations that can be traced out from Genesis 10.  Actually, 14 nations will come 
from the line of Japheth, 30 nations from the line of Ham, and 26 nations from the line of 
Shem.  Those add up to 70 nations which is an interesting number.  In fact, the number 
seven is working throughout the Book of Genesis.  Seven is the number of perfection 
and ten is the number of completion.  Seven - perfection, times ten - completion.  
Seventy nations telling us we have a complete, not exhaustive identifying every single 
possible tribe and nation, but the complete account of the establishment of the nations 
by the Hand of God, described and declared for us in this pre-history account of what 
happened before people began to record history.  So that’s what’s in front of us in 
Genesis.   By the way, it’s interesting to note that the sons, and what happened, are 
not given to us in birth order.  It’s Japheth, then Ham, and then Shem.  It’s not in the 
birth order but it’s in the portrait order.  In other words, Genesis 10 is giving you a 
portrait of three circles, and the Table of the Nations is really three tables of the nations 
or three circles of the nations.  The outlying nations are what we’re going to look at first 
which is the sons of Japheth.  That’s the maritime, the coastlands, those outside.  
Remember, who is giving this?  Moses.  Where is he?  He is in the wilderness with 
Israel, having been taken out of Egypt.    Now, on their way to the Promised Land, he is 
giving them this first book of the Bible, Genesis, with ten books, and in this book, he’s 
telling them the origin of all the nations, even the nations they’re going to displace in the 
Promised Land.   
 As he is giving it to them, the picture is this.  Here’s the outside circle of the 
nations, the sons of Japheth; the inner circle of the nations, the warrior nations that 
come from the line of Ham; and then, the nation that will come by God’s choice to bring 
forth a holy royal nation, and that is a chosen nation, Israel, from the line of Shem.  
That’s where we get the word Semitic, Semites.  The line of Shem, the Jewish nation, 
will come from there.  So there are the three circles represented here.   
 Let’s take up the first circle, the outside which are the sons of Japheth.   
Genesis 10:2-5 says  2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, 
Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The 
sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland 
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their 
nations.  Each section will end with that phrase in Genesis 10:5, “these are the peoples 
who spread in their lands, each with their language, clans, extended family, and, 
therefore, a nation.”  Each section will end that way. 
This first one is the sons of Japheth.  It is the briefest of the three tables.  It contains 14 
nations, as you take this text and work through the Scripture that come, and these are 
what we call the Indo-European nations.  That is, they span from India all the way up 
into Europe.  In other words, the vast majority of you sitting here came from Japheth.   
 By the way, this is so interesting.  I mean, I’d give anything for us to sit down over 
a cup of coffee and talk about this.  The basic Hebrew name for Gomer is the name 
from which you can see the development of the word Germany.  Magog, Tubal, and 
Meshech are three names found together in Ezekiel 38.  Clearly in this text and in other 
texts, Ezekiel 38 is referring to the Northern Turkey and Russia.  In fact, these names 
have been preserved. The western part of Russia has the city Tobolsk which is Tubal.  



The eastern part of Russia has the city Meshech or Moscow.  There’s a common 
derivative in these names and this pre-historical document has these things which are 
rooted for us to take a look, to examine, and to see what the Bible is telling us about this 
Indo-European origin.  Madai, today is known as Iraq, Iran.  What’s the old kingdom? It 
is Persia, preceded by the Medes who were known as Madai.  What about Javan?  
Javan is the origin of Greece.  What was the word for where the Greeks came from?  
They were Ionians.  That is a dereliction of the word Javan, Ionians.  So here is this 
Indo-European outlying/outside circle from Israel’s perspective at the Promised Land of 
all of these nations.   
 Now, let’s go to the second grouping.  Now you move into the inner circle.  These 
are the coastland maritime peoples.  Now you move into these warrior nations that 
come from Ham.    Genesis 10:6-12 says, 6 The sons of Ham: Cush (which goes down 
to Ethiopia), Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, 
Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. (Now, it stops and it 
gives you a biographical statement about one of the grandsons of Ham who is a son of 
Cush named Nimrod, which is probably a title, not a name.)   8 Cush fathered Nimrod; 
he was the first on earth to be a mighty man (gibor).  9 He was a mighty hunter before 
the LORD. Therefore it is said (in a proverb), “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the 
LORD.” 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the 
land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, 
Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.  In other words, 
beginning with Babel to all of these cities, come a great city, state, kingdom, and he 
becomes not just a mighty man warrior hunter, but a warrior king over all of this 
enormous empire. 
 Now, nothing is said about Egypt and Put, but we do go now to the fourth son, 
Canaan. Genesis 10:15-19 says 15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 
16 and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the 
Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the 
Canaanites dispersed. 19 And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in 
the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.  In other words, the Promised Land is what all of these 
warrior nations are occupying.  Genesis 10:20 says 20 These are the sons of Ham, by 
their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.   So you take this and you 
trace it through the Scripture.  Thirty nations come from Ham and his four sons. 
 Now, let’s move on to the third group.  Here’s the inner circle.  Genesis  10:21-25 
says 21 To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of 
Japheth, children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, 
and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad 
(remember this name) fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber.( Here’s another little 
biographical comment.  Peleg means “divided earth” and why did they name him that?)  
25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the 
earth was divided, and his brother's name was Joktan.   
 What does it mean when it says, “In these days, the earth was divided”?  There 
are three possibilities.  Number one is “the earth was divided” is referring to the fact 
Eber, the father of Peleg, would have lived in the time of the division of all the nations 
through the confusion of languages at Babel.  So maybe Eber would have been called 



of God to preach that and prophesy that and, therefore, his son was named Peleg, in 
terms of his ministry.  The second possibility we are very much aware of and it doesn’t 
take a rocket scientist to figure this out.  Just take a look at all the continents of the 
earth, and you can see that they have all drifted apart.  Now, it could be that all of that 
was very rapid after the flood, such as gigantic earthquakes, this continental drift, and 
that therefore, when it initially happened, it could’ve happened in some cataclysmic 
event in the days of Peleg.  I like this possibility because it fires me up but, actually, I 
don’t think that’s why.   The third possibility is if you traced Peleg out, simply, he lives in 
the time of the tower of Babel and the division through the confusion of languages. I 
believe his father simply names a son born in that time over the event that we’re going 
to study next in Genesis 11, and that is the tower of Babel and the confusion of the 
languages.  So here is another individual that’s spoken of in very personal historical 
biographical terms and his name Peleg associated with a historical event, the dividing of 
the earth in the days of the tower of Babel. 
 Now, let’s move on to Genesis 10:26-32 which says 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, 
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 
29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The territory in 
which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of 
the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, 
and their nations.  32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their 
genealogies, in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth 
after the flood. 
 Keep your Bibles available.  I want to look at two more passages of Scripture 
with you, but I’d like to draw out what I believe, from Genesis 10, are three special 
observations.  This is not exhaustive from this chapter, but three things that very clearly 
God is telling us by putting this chapter in the Book of Genesis, this fourth book, this 
book of the sons which is not just giving you a genealogy.  On the contrary, the 
genealogy is a subservient theme.  He is telling you that your God is the sovereign God 
of all the nations of the earth.  Put yourself back into context.  Who is Moses?  He is the 
man that God has used to lead who?  Moses is the one leading the chosen nation of 
Israel out of Egypt for God’s purposes to bring a Redeemer to reach all the nations of 
the world.  What is God telling them right from the beginning in the very first book?  “I 
am not a personal mythological tribal God of a single nation.  I am God.  I created all of 
the earth.  I created all of the habits of the earth.  All are made in My image.  All have 
dignity because they’re made in My image.  Sin has intervened.  I am now about a work 
of redemption, and I’m going to begin it by working through a man, Abraham, and then 
his family, and from that man in Abraham, to whom I promised in his forefathers, Shem, 
that I would bless him, I am not simply a God of one nation.  I am the God of Israel, but I 
am not just the God of Israel.  I am the sovereign God of all the nations.  They exist 
because of My Divine appointment, determination, and deployment throughout all of the 
earth.”  That’s what God is telling you here. 
 The nations may not look like it as they raise up atheistic regimes, blasphemy, as 
they rebel against the Lord, even as Nimrod’s first kingdom state did.  But regardless of 
it, they exist at the Divine appointment of a sovereign God and in His pleasure the 
nations rise and fall.  That’s why the Scriptures don’t give you an exhaustive list, but a 
complete list, by giving you 70.  Ten, complete; seven, perfection.  All of the nations, 



God is the sovereign God of all of them, whether they recognize Him or not.  There’s a 
phrase that actually causes me to curdle.  I know what is meant by this phrase.  The 
phrase is “have you made Jesus Lord of your life?”  You don’t make Jesus, Lord.  You 
don’t make Him, God.  A more accurate way to say that is, have you recognized His 
Lordship in your life?  Now, there’s a phrase.  Have you submitted to His Lordship in His 
life?  There’s a phrase.  We never make God, God.  We never make Him, Lord.  The 
nations who don’t recognize Him are not preventing Him from being Lord.  The heart of 
the king is in the hand of the Lord, and He turns it where so ever He wishes, whether 
the nation acknowledges Him or not.  They all exist at His pleasure, for His pleasure, 
and by His divine appointment, and exists only for His purposes.  God is the sovereign 
God of all the nations.   
 The nations are not there by geographical mutation or social evolution.  They are 
there by the Divine appointment of God.  Has God used leaders?  Has God used 
geography?  Has God used regions?  Yes, He certainly has but they exist, not by the 
means; they exist by the One who has appointed them, and that is the One true and 
living God.  That’s why, from Genesis 10:1 all the way through this entire fourth book, 
until we get to Genesis 11:10, this phrase “in all the earth” will be used five times.  ”All 
the earth.“  I am not just the God of Israel.  I am the God of all the earth.  Why did the 
nations rage?  Why are they in an uproar?  Do they not know that God sits in the 
heavens and He is the God of all the nations?   
 You may be thinking, “Now, Harry, is this important?”  Yes, Paul used it for 
evangelism.  Japheth had a son named Javan and from him, came the Greeks.  Later, a 
guy by the name of Paul is going to go evangelize the Greeks.  It is from Genesis 10 
that Paul is going to evangelize.  Let me show you.  In Acts 17 we’ll see how Paul uses 
Genesis 10.  Really, you’ll see how he uses Genesis 1 through 11 in his evangelistic 
sermon at a place called Areopagus, as he evangelizes the philosophers, the Athenian 
philosophers of Greece.  Acts 17:22-28 says 22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the 
Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 
(Why is man religious?  Man is religious because God made him to have a relationship 
with Him.  Man’s religions are perversions of pride, in terms of what God has designed, 
instead of what God has designed through His Son, Jesus Christ. So what does he do?) 
23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar 
with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this 
I proclaim to you. (In other words, the Athenians had all these gods and they realized 
“All these gods can’t fit the bill so, let’s cover the gap by putting an unknown god.” He 
says, “Let me tell you.  Your God of the gaps is actually the God of all gods, and is the 
only one true and living God.  I want to proclaim Him to you now.”  He quotes from 
Genesis 1.) 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything.(Genesis 2:3-6) 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries 
of their dwelling place (Genesis 10:26), 27 that they should seek God, in the hope that 
they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each 
one of us, 28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our being. 



 What is Paul doing?  Paul is about to tell them, “Listen, your groping through 
these false-isms will never find God, but God, in grace, has come to find you.  He’s not 
far.  He has sent His Son to preach peace to you through the blood of the cross.”  Who 
are you, Greece?  You’re a nation.  Where did the nation come from?  It came from one 
man.  From one man, the entire human race came.  That one man, Adam, comes, and 
all of the earth is judged by water, and then one of his descendants, Noah, is there, and 
then from him comes three sons, and all of the nations of the earth are put out by a 
sovereign God. God is the One that determined their periods and their allotted times 
and boundaries.  Here, the Apostle Paul is using this basic truth, that God is the 
sovereign Lord of all the nations.  Not just the chose nation, Israel, but Israel has been 
chosen to declare the truth, that this is not a tribal, personal, national God, but the God 
of all the earth, who created it and appointed the nations of all the earth. 
 The second observation is in all of the nations, there are two kingdoms at work.  
There is the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of heaven, that is at work through the 
redeeming work of Jesus Christ, and there is the kingdom of this world, the false 
kingdom of the usurper Satan.  These kingdoms are in conflict and will be in conflict 
until Jesus Christ comes again, and all of the kingdoms of this world, all of the nations of 
this world are either being impacted by the one kingdom or being impacted by the other 
kingdom.  Here He shows this by saying, “Here is the false kingdom of the world, and 
the kingdom of Satan always has a champion.”  Here’s the very first one.  His name is 
Nimrod.  He is the mighty despite, the tyrant.  You have already seen one that came 
from the line of Cain.  His name was Lamech.  If Cain is avenged, I’m avenged 
sevenfold.  I kill a man, I kill a boy.  He married multiple wives.  He did all of these things 
as he rose up in obstinacy against God. 
 Now, after the judgment, here are three sons.  Just like Adam had three sons, 
Noah has three sons.  One of his sons also has fallen, just like one of Adam’s sons, into 
the death spiral of sin.  That one is Ham.  He has a son named Canaan.  He has a son 
named Cush.  He has a son named Nimrod.  Lamech made Cain look like a piker, and 
now Nimrod makes Lamech look like a piker.  People are even writing proverbs and 
psalms about him.  “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lord.”  This is a man who 
does as he pleases throughout all of the earth under the canopy of the Lord.  He does 
as he pleases everywhere, and he builds Babel, Nineveh, Calah, and Resen and all of 
these things, and he forges them into one great city, state, kingdom, and now 
establishes it and declares it in rebellion and in opposition against God.  We’ll see what 
happens in the context of it in the next study of Genesis 11 in the Tower of Babel itself. 
 So here are these kingdoms in conflict.  Satan’s kingdom always has its despotic 
tyrant champions, its gibors, and its mighty hunter warrior kings.  There have been the 
Stalins, the Hitlers, the Idi Amins, and the Ubotes.  There have always been them.  
There always will be them.  They’re not the only ones, but there’s always the lead dog in 
the pack that personifies nationally the kingdom of rebellion against God.  But the 
kingdom of God is here.  I hear people say, “Well, I can’t wait ‘til Jesus comes and 
brings His kingdom.”  Jesus has already come and He says, “The kingdom of God is at 
hand.”  It’s not coming, it is.  But it is not yet in its fullness.  That’s why He taught us to 
pray.  Not only taught us the kingdom is here, He also taught us “Thy kingdom come.”  
It’s not yet in fullness. 



 How is that kingdom represented in this world?  It is represented by you, 
Briarwood, Covenant Presbyterian, Oak Mountain, Lakeside, and Lakeshore.  It is 
represented by any church that names Jesus Christ becomes a manifestation, an 
outpost, a gathering place, an equipping place, an embassy of the kingdom of God in 
this world, as it spreads out through all of the nations.  But until Christ comes, the 
kingdoms will be in conflict.  That’s why it’s so important that we be an equipping 
church, so that people know how to deal with the kingdom of this world, even as they 
are members of the kingdom of God. 
 The third observation, is I must again affirm the sufficiency and the integrity of the 
Word of God.  Here is information written about pre-historical facts that, when checked 
out in extra-Biblical dynamics they all match.  They’re all consistent.  God’s Word is 
true.  It doesn’t contain truths, it is the Truth.  Jesus Christ said, “Sanctify them in the 
truth.  Thy Word is true.”  Whether it’s the appointment of the nations, the creation of the 
world, whatever it is, God's Word is true.  Let every man be a liar.  God's Word is true.  
The very character of the Scripture is infallible, inerrant.  I mean, right here is the very 
power of the Word of God that declares the truth of how the nations were put there, and 
it’s so easy to check this out.  You can take the sons of Japheth and you can see the 
nations that work out of that, 14 nations, and you can see the similarity of the linguistic 
compendium of all of their languages.  You can take Nimrod and you begin to trace him 
back and sure enough, we’ve got a kingdom back there called Old Babylon, with a guy 
who they are probably referring to him by title, Nimrod whose name is Hammurabi.  You 
can begin to check out the placements of all of these people.  You can even see the 
mythologies of these nations in which they took these forefathers of their nations and 
began to develop them into mythologies of gods and humanlike gods.   
 You can see how it stands to truth in the Bible. Here is Genesis 10.  Don’t read 
Genesis 10 without putting back in your mind Genesis 9.  In Genesis 9, do you 
remember, after the flood, the offering, Noah sinned and became drunk?  He had a son 
named Ham who ridiculed him, and then Shem and Japheth covered their father and 
ministered to him.  Then Noah declares these curses and blessings.  Genesis 9:25-27 
says 25 he (Noah) said, “Cursed be Canaan; (What will Canaan be?) a servant of 
servants shall he be to his brothers.” 26 He also said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. (In other words, Shem’s descendants would 
master Canaan and the descendents of Canaan.) 27 May God enlarge Japheth, and let 
him dwell in the tents of Shem, and let Canaan be his servant.”  
 One might be thinking, “Harry, why would you bring that up?”  Who is Japheth?  
He is Indo-European.  What happens to the Indo-Europeans?  Their tent gets enlarged.  
Northern Turkey and Russia, spread east over the Bering Straits and fill two entire 
continents called North and South America with the Indian populations.  The tent’s 
enlarged from the sons of Japheth.  Where else did Japheth’s people go?  They went to 
Europe.  Then hundreds of years later, more sons of Japheth now come across the 
Atlantic to North America and South America.  What happens?  Shem brings forth the 
line of a Redeemer.  A Gospel of redemption is preached from the line of Shem.  Where 
does it make its impact?  It makes its impact in North America and South America and 
the sons of Japheth are blessed in the tents of Shem, with the very tent of blessing and 
Gospel ministry. 



 What about Canaan?  Canaan produces these warrior nations.  Everybody’s 
afraid of them.  There’s the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, the 
Arkites, the Sinites, the Arvadites, the mosquito bites and the parasites.  They’re all over 
the place, and they’re scared to death of them.  In just a few short years from when this 
book is written, this nomadic nation, through which God is going to reach the nations, 
will step into the land of Canaan and will conquer all of those warrior tribes, and they will 
become the servants as they take the Promised Land from them.  Historically, this that 
is declared then is checked out, verified, and accurate.  God’s Word is true.  Remember 
the blessing to Shem?  The line of the Redeemer is going to come through Shem.    
 Let’s look back at Genesis 10 just for a moment.  Go back to Genesis 10 from 
Chapter 9.  Remember, the blessing is declared in Genesis 9, and then the line of Shem 
is given to you.  Look at the line of Shem a little bit closer.  Genesis 10:21-25a says 
21 To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, 
children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 
23 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and 
Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons…  Let’s see if you see these 
names again.  Go with me now to Luke 3.  There are two genealogies of Jesus, one in 
Matthew and one in Luke.   The line of Shem is a line of blessing.  For that line will bring 
forth the Redeemer.  The very people named in Genesis 10 become part of the 
genealogy of Christ. 
 In Luke 3, you have this genealogy.  Now, Matthew starts with Abraham and 
comes all the way up to Jesus.  Luke starts with Jesus and works his way all the way 
back to Adam, through Noah.  Luke 3:34-36 says 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, 
the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of 
Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son 
of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech etc.  Here, 
historically verified, the Redeemer comes through the line of Shem and, therefore, 
through the Semite comes the blessing of a Redeemer that would reach all of the 
nations. 
 I want to give you some takeaways.  Here’s the first one.  When you come to a 
text like this that is so rich, so true, so declarative that God's Word is trustworthy, 
dependable, and infallible, we are called back as a people, as a Christian, as a family, 
as a congregation to the sufficiency, the inerrancy, the infallibility of the Word of God.  
Today, the Church of Jesus Christ is so concerned because we seem to be irrelevant.  
Nobody’s listening to us.  So what are we doing?  We’re reengineering the church.  
We’re coming up with this idea, coming up with that idea.  Now, I’m all for creative 
outreach dynamics.  I marvel at the creativity.  I marvel at NarrowWay productions, the 
Sports Outreach, Briarwood Christian School and the ballet.  I marvel at all of that.  But 
every single one of those things is absolutely as useless as an empty dinner tray if we, 
as a congregation, don’t maintain a commitment to the sufficiency, the inerrancy, the 
preaching and teaching of the Word of God as truth in every venue that we embrace as 
a congregation.   
 God's Word is true.  It transforms people.  It translates people.  It transfers them 
into the kingdom of God.  We’re born again by the Word.  We’re changed by the Word.  
We’re directed by the Word.  Nothing in this world can give you any direction.  If I’m 
sitting and dealing with your life, your family, your loved ones and your friends who have 



died, I can’t go to science and philosophy.  They must bow to the Word of God.  But I 
can go to the Word of God and they can tell you of the life to come.  They can tell you of 
the new heavens and a new earth, of the first heavens and the first earth, of sin and 
redemption and God’s grace that is greater than all of our sin.  It is God’s Word that we 
must preach and teach and maintain a focus upon.   
 If we did, can’t you see how so many things would disappear from our midst?  
For instance, just this morning, as I read Acts 17, the stupidity of racism would be done 
away with.  What does Acts 17 say?  Acts 17 doesn’t give us some Darwinian 
gobbledygook of three races and five races.  It says, “God has made every nation and 
all of humanity from one man, one race.”  That’s what we have.  Not multiple races who 
have to get together and look down, look up, promote, denigrate, oppress one another – 
it’s one race from Adam.  Shades, cultures, nations, all of those things, but if we just 
went to God's Word, learned it, we would have a world and life view that would affect 
our lifestyle and we’d understand there’s one race out here, a human race that needs to 
be redeemed with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  You would know the origin of 
the nations.  You would know and have confidence in your heart, even as the nations 
rage, even as you see kingdoms rise up that seemingly are insurmountable.  When you 
learn the Word of God, you know that God’s Word lasts forever. 
 Here is a second takeaway.  You know there are kingdoms in conflict, but God's 
Word that equips you tells you about your Kingdom.  It doesn’t spread with drums.  It 
doesn’t spread with the weapons of this world.  It spreads with the weapons of the Spirit 
of God.  How does the kingdom of God, in conflict with the kingdoms of this world, as 
they manifest themselves in blasphemous, atheistic expressions of rebellion against 
God, succeed?  The kingdom of God succeeds through the preaching of the Word, the 
Gospel message, the living of the Word, the fellowship of God’s people – it’s an army 
that goes forward on its knees.  It’s an army that goes forward with the sword of the 
truth. 
   Here’s what happens.  Here’s the kingdom of this world.  How do you get the 
kingdom of God?  You go into this world.  We’re in the world, but not of it.  We preach 
the Gospel, live the Gospel.  We draw the sinners to Christ, even as sinners saved by 
grace and we see God transfer them from the kingdom of darkness into His light.  Then 
what does He do?  He transforms them with His Word and His Spirit.  Then what does 
He do?  He uses them to translate that Kingdom message back to the world, and He 
uses them.  He transfers them, He transforms them, and uses them as translators of the 
Gospel back into this world.  Then we see how this kingdom is moving forward step by 
step throughout the entire world.   
 Not only are we liberated from the stupidity of racism and from the mythology of 
social evolution, as well as creation evolution, but we also see the power of the Word at 
work in a Kingdom.  That’s why, as a congregation, we must embrace the Word of God, 
have confidence in it, preach it, live it, and use it at the core in prayer.  You want the 
Spirit of God to work in your life?  He never works in contradiction or apart from the 
Word of God.  God’s Word is never profitable without Him, but where does He work?  
He works with the Word of God.  I can’t control the Spirit of God.  He’s like the wind.  He 
comes and goes as He wishes.  But I’ve got a Word that I can open and read, and I 
know He comes with this Word to the hearts of men and women. 



 Six years ago, just seemed like yesterday, I stood right up here.  The elders said, 
“Let’s have a putting of the mantel from Frank to Harry.  Well, how in the world – Elijah 
to Elisha – do you do that and some of you were here for that service.  How in the world 
do you do that?  I can’t wear any of Frank’s mantels, in more ways than one.  Frank 
thought and prayed about it.  He said, “It’s simple.  You come to my office.  I’ll show you 
the mantel.”  He preached.  Then he said, “Now it’s your turn.”  And he handed me a 
Bible.  That’s at the foundation of this ministry.  It’s an equipping ministry in the Word of 
God.  The integrity of God's Word is true.  No matter when and how it speaks, it 
transfers, it transforms, and it translates men and women by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that the kingdom of God is growing and moving throughout this entire world. 
 This is my last thought.  Thank you for this third one.  The third takeaway is this.  
Genesis 10 is the Table of the Nations, in circles - outside circles, Japheth - inside 
circle, Ham - inner circle, God’s nation that He is going to work through.  When you get 
to the New Testament, God says, “Reverse the circles.  I’m going to reach the nations, 
and from the nations, I’m going to reach back to Israel with this same gospel.”  That’s 
why I’d given anything to be with you all last Sunday.  We had our mission’s festival to 
celebrate our outworking short-term missions. I love you, I praise God for you.  The 
missionaries that we’re sending out, the missionaries that we’re supporting, the mission 
trips that we’re doing, your sacrificial giving and faith promise, this is God’s heart.  God 
has a heart.  As the song says “Shine, Jesus, shine.  Flood the nations with His grace 
and His mercy.”   
 That’s what God has called us to do.  We can’t send it out there if we don’t 
embrace it here, but when we embrace it here, He transfers us, transforms us to use us 
to translate it to the world, and that’s what He’s doing.  This is very clear – this isn’t Plan 
B.  Forget that nonsense, that God’s got a plan in the Old Testament.  This has been 
God’s plan.  That’s why He’s got Genesis 10 and then you get over here to Matthew 
and Jesus says, “I want you to make disciples of all the nations.  Reach them all.  I’m 
the God of all the nations and My redemption should be proclaimed to all the nations.”  
So what does He do to start showing us this?  Even before He gives the Great 
Commission, He opens the door by sending out how many disciples?  He sends out 
seventy - seventy elders of Israel - seventy disciples sent out.  Seventy nations to 
reach, meaning all the earth.  There’s our task until Jesus comes.   
 This Gospel ministry, this is not Sunday morning happy hour, for us to go to the 
Bible for a couple of thoughts to give us a breakthrough moment for the rest of the 
week.  This isn’t a private counseling moment in the Word of God where I can feel 
better.  This is God's Word that takes hold of your heart, burns into your soul, and from 
you, flows to the nations.  That’s what this is.  God's Word, the hammer that breaks the 
rock and the honey that satisfies the soul.  
This is God's Word that has been given to us to reach these nations that He has put out 
there, and He put them out there to come to Israel, to reach us, to reach them, and then 
back to Israel.  And He says, “When it’s all done, then I will come again.” 
 I want to pray with you about this, but I can’t do it without telling you about 
Charles.  Charles preached and do you know what he preached that morning?  He 
knew there was people in his audience that were there to kill him.  He preached 
Matthew 23:33: “You brood of snakes!  Flee the hell to come.”  God gave him unusual 
power.  Let me give you the short story.  The Sprit of God fell on this place.  People 



were rising up and praising the Lord.  The ringleaders of the conspiracy that were 
waiting until the end of the service to take him to ride him on the rail and drown him, 
came forward, but not to lay hands on him but to kneel and come to Christ.  They 
personally went out and brought the people that were outside waiting, and they became 
Christians.  Sure enough, they carried Charles Bowles out of that church that day, and 
they went to the river, but it wasn’t to drown Charles, it was to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ.   
That’s the way the Kingdom moves.  The power of the Word of God preached and loved 
and lived by His people, as it moves forward and transfers would-be murderers into 
saints of grace.  It transforms them into emissaries of grace, that they might translate 
the Gospel into the world for Jesus Christ until He comes again and there’s our 
privilege. Let’s pray. 
 
Prayer: 
Father, thank You for the time we could be together.  Thank You that You are the Lord 
of the nations, the Desire of the nations, and that You have declared all of the nations 
and determined their bounds and habitations, that we might reach them.  O God, hear 
our praise.  We bring it to You with our hearts and our lives, fairest Lord Jesus.  In 
Jesus’ name, shine, Jesus, shine, flood the nations and I do ask this in Him who lives 
and reigns and prays for us forever, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 


