
Genesis in Biblical Perspective 
The Gospel of Christ from Genesis 

Sin: There is a Snake in the Garden – Genesis 3:1-7 
 

This is the word of God.  Genesis 3:1-7. 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD 
God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat 
of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 
4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths. 
May God bless this His Word to the heart of His people. 
 
 So far in this study on the book of Genesis there has been God, the Holy 
Spirit and it was learned that everything was made through Christ.  Now here in 
this study is the opportunity to look at a frightening moment, the fall or decent of 
man into sin.  All of sudden someone shows up.  Satan comes in the form of a 
serpent for the work of temptation.  Where did he come from?  In the text there is 
Adam and Eve and we already know where they came from.  They came from 
dirt.  Adam is formed by the hand of God.  God breathes into him the breathe of 
life and He makes man in His image.  Because it was not good for the man to be 
alone Eve was created.  The Lord takes from Adam a rib and fashions a woman.  
Then He brings the two together and puts them into this covenant marriage 
which is there to reveal ultimately the relationship one has with Christ.  The 
Groom being Christ and the church is His bride.  Now they set about the call, the 
creation mandate; subdue the earth, be fruitful and multiply and rule over the 
creation.  God has given everything He has created to them to enjoy and use for 
His glory except they are not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
For the day that they eat of that tree surely death will come. 
 Many ask how much time had passed from when Adam and Eve were put 
in the garden and when Satan came in and they were put out of the garden.  It is 
not known how long of a time this was.  Personally I think it was not a very long 
time.  But all of a sudden Satan is there.  So where did he come from?  There are 
other passages of Scripture that tell us about him.  There are three or four 
passages that tell us who Satan is, his origin, and why he is doing what he is 
doing in the garden.  The snake is in the garden.  Satan is at work in the garden.  
One of the passages that make reference to Satan is Ezekiel 28.  It also tells the 
reader that Satan was a created angel and it says that he was the angel of all the 
angels.  The passage specifically calls him “anointed guardian cherub” (Ezekiel 



28:14) which means he was over all the angels.  Using the language of today 
Satan would have been God’s Prime Minister, God’s Executive Leader, over all 
of the hierarchy of angelic hosts.  So why is he not in that position today? 
 Ezekiel tells the reader why but Isaiah 14 also tells why Satan is not in that 
position today.  Isaiah 14:12-15; 12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day 
Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations 
low! 13 You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I 
will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches 
of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself 
like the Most High.’ 15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of 
the pit.”  This angelic being created in glory, for God’s glory decides his glory is 
more important.  The key of course are the “I will’s” in this passage.  It is even 
starker in the Hebrew language.  Notice how the “I will’s” unfold in this passage.  
Then Satan chooses the Hebrew name for the supremacy of God when he says 
“Most High” in verse 14.  Basically Satan is saying here, “I will make myself to the 
supreme supremacy of God.  I will rise up above Him.  I will because I want that.”  
But the result is he is cast down.  Not only is Satan cast down to the earth where 
God will use him to show His power and glory but ultimately to Sheol, hell or the 
pit. 
 Now the reader sees Satan’s first work upon the earth in the garden.  
Satan goes to the place where God’s people have been created for fellowship 
with the Lord and he invades it.  There is much to be learned about Satan here.  
What else is known about Satan?  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:11, “…we are not 
ignorant of his (Satan’s) designs (schemes).”  God’s people are not to be 
ignorant of Satan’s schemes or snares. 
 In my day there was a boxer before me that had an amazing record and 
athletic ability and then there was another boxer right after him that was still a 
little bit before me.  I always wondered what it would have been like if Rocky 
Marciano had fought Joe Lewis.  Those are two great boxers and unbelievable 
athletes. Joe Lewis was a real student of his sport and his opponents.  A person 
interviewing him asked him, “How do you not only win but how do you utterly 
destroy your opponents even before the match almost begins?”  Joe Lewis 
looked at him and said, “Well I know what they are going to do before they know 
what they’re going to do.”  He would study his opponent so much that he knew 
what his opponent would do before his opponent even knew he was about to do 
it.  The Bible tells us not to be ignorant of the schemes and snares of Satan.  Do 
not be unawares.  One needs to know what Satan does before he does it. 
 So what does one know about Satan from this text?  In this text one has 
the unfolding of both his schemes and his snares.  He has three schemes that 
are in the text.  The first scheme is that Satan always works under disguise.  
Disguise in the key here.  In this text his disguise is a serpent.  The serpent is a 
beast of the field that is cunning.  Satan will be forever associated with the 
serpent from this text even all the way to Revelation 12:9 where it tells the reader 
of God’s ultimate, consummate glory where the devil, the dragon, the serpent of 
old is cast down and will be thrown in the lake of fire.  Disguise is still the way 
Satan works today.  Satan does not come in one’s life or against one’s life to 



ensnare or trap one.  He does not come in neon lights flashing “Hi, I’m Satan and 
I’m here to bring death and destruction to your life and your family.”  He does not 
do that.  He comes in disguise. 
 He has disguises that are multiple and many that are beyond a serpent.  
The Bible says that he can even appear as an angel of light and will even attempt 
to invade not only a garden but invade the church in the last days as the One 
who comes in His name.  He will attempt to do signs, wonders and miracles that 
are false signs, wonders and miracles with great power to even deceive very 
elect if at all possible.  He loves to come in deception through the work of 
cartoonists and the caricatures.  Oh how he loves for people to think of him as 
the red suit, pointed tale, horned demon holding a pitch fork.  He loves for people 
to think of him as a cartoon character.  He loves for people to dismiss him with 
the comedians of today as a joke.  I will be developing this in much more detail in 
a series called Satan; His Schemes, Snares and his Servants.  In this text one 
sees one of his schemes as a disguise.  Satan loves to disguise where he even 
loves to occupy pulpits.  He loves to have the lie preached in the name of religion 
even nominal Christianity.  Satan works by disguise. 
 The second scheme here is that he works by deception.  He says here to 
Eve “Does God’s Word really say this?  Is God really true?”  By the way, the 
deception can easily be given as a bogus offer as Satan gives his word to a 
person.  Satan says, “You will surely not die.  Sin won’t bring death.  By the way, 
did you know that you cannot only trust God’s Word but God is trying to restrict 
you?  God’s Word does not bring freedom.  God’s Word brings bondage.  By the 
way, it is not knowing God that’s life but in fact you ought to be like God.  God is 
not someone to worship.  God is someone to envy.  You should try to get His 
position.  God is not a God to trust.  God is a God to outsmart.  God is not one 
who is benevolent toward His people.  He really has malevolent purposes.   In 
fact don’t look to God but to me.  I’ll be your counselor.  I’ll be your friend.  I’ll 
help you get above God.  You can be like God.  Actually you deserve to be like 
God.  I’ll be your life coach.  Forget God.  Listen to me.” 
 Satan not only comes with disguise and deception but the third scheme is 
he comes with distortion.  He comes with distortion of God’s Word.  Here he even 
brought Eve into the process of distorting God’s Word.  Notice what Satan says 
to Eve in Genesis 3:1, He (Satan) said to the woman, “Did God actually say, 
‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  Now notice what Eve says in 
Genesis 3:2, 3 where Satan has already got the lure out and Eve is even adding 
to God’s Word; 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  God 
did not say they could not touch it.  God just told them they could not eat from it.  
Here Satan has begun his work of deception.  He is disguised and he is 
deceiving.  He distorts God’s Word and he distorts God.  He distorts man, male 
and female, to think they can be like God.  He distorts himself by saying, “I’m not 
Satan the adversary, I’m your friend and your counselor.  I’m the one that really 
looks out for you.”   



 Then there is Adam.  Adam has now stumbled.  Just a few verses before 
this passage Adam exercised the leadership in the covenant as he named his 
wife.  In Genesis 2:23, 24 Adam says, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh.   Here is this wonderful moment of leadership 
with Adam and there is Eve, the one who compliments him and comes along side 
of him, and now they are both abandoning their responsibilities.  Eve no longer 
compliments Adam she now starts to lead him.  Adam no longer leads his wife.  
Adam submits to the voice of his wife who has submitted to the voice of the 
serpent.  The word of the serpent came to the woman and the woman heard.  
The word of the woman came to the man and the man heard.  It is so clear here.  
 What had Adam been doing previously?  He had been naming the 
animals.  To name something means to show authority and define it.  When 
Adam was naming the animals he was looking for a helpmate.  I always thought 
that Adam was off doing something else while Eve was with the serpent but 
according to Genesis 3:6 Adam was with Eve the whole time. “So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.”  
Would not one think a spiritual leader at this point would step up and point out 
the things that have gone wrong here?  As a spiritual leader Adam should have 
said something like this; “Honey, I just named the animals and I didn’t find any 
snakes that were talking.  There’s something missing here.  By the way honey, 
this thing that you are quoting God, you’re not getting His Word right.  That is not 
what He said.  This notion that we will surely die and that on the contrary we can 
be like God in life and death?  Honey that is not the God I’ve known and have 
been serving.  That is not the God that made us.”  No, Adam did not say 
something like that yet Adam is like a lot of other men.  “Honey what ever you 
want.  I just want a little peace here in the house.  I don’t care.  You just do want 
you want to do.”  Then Adam abdicates his responsibility of leadership.  Eve 
abdicates her call to be a compliment and she then begins to lead him.  Adam 
then listens to the voice of his wife.   
 Where does that lead?  It leads one to Genesis 3:7 which is shame, guilt, 
brokenness.  The pristine beauty of God’s creation for His glory and the special 
creation of man, male and female, made in His image is now marred and polluted 
because of sin.  This is the decent into sin.  What can a person learn from this? 
 Here are two practical takeaways that a one can learn from this passage.  
This first one applies to every one who is a Christian, who has acknowledged 
and put their trust in Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior and who has 
determined that they cannot save themselves and need a Savior.  Here is a 
reminder to Christians.  Satan not only has his schemes but he has his snares.  
Those snares are something he always uses. 
 The snares of Satan are found in 1 John 2.  John’s words are ones that 
deal with a practical Christian life. 1 John 2:15-17; 15 Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 



16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever.  The world’s system of rebellion against God is the 
desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and the pride in possessions.  The 
idolatry of self is fueled by the idolatry of gratification (the flesh), the desires of 
control (the eyes) and the glory (pride) of one’s life.  This kind of person eats and 
drinks to the glory of themselves.  There is a progression here.  There are the 
appetites of hunger and thirst, then the appetites of knowledge, then the 
appetites of significance and sex.  This kind of person says, “I deserve for those 
appetites to be fulfilled.”  Then comes the menu that is displayed here which is 
the desire of the eyes where one looks at all these things and they get captured 
by them.  This person says, “It is all about me.  It’s the pride of my life.”  1 John 
describes the way Satan begins to work; the desire of the flesh where the 
appetites must rule in life.  Then comes the desire of the eyes where Satan says, 
“I’ll show you the things that will fill these appetites.”  Then comes the boastful 
pride of life where Satan says, “It’s really about you.  It is really about self-
fulfillment, self-gratification and self-reliance.  It is really about what I said it was 
about, ‘I will ascend. I will raise up myself.’” 
 So is that what happened in the garden?  Did Satan use his snares?  
Genesis 3:6, “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust 
of the flesh), and that it was a delight to the eyes (lust of the eyes), and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise (she could be like God – the boastful 
pride of life), she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate.”  All three of Satan’s snares are used here in the 
garden.  That is the anatomy of sin.  This is the way Satan works in each of our 
lives.  So today to the Christian who knows they are not sinless, but because of 
Christ wants to sin less.  One who has Jesus on the throne of their life is not lazy 
about the sin in their life.  They hate the sin in their life and want to sin less.  This 
text holds the key for the one who wants their life growing in God’s grace saying 
“yes” to God and “no” to sin and the glory of self.   
 James 1 is almost like the antidote to Genesis 3.  It is like James is giving 
the reader the call to counteract everything one finds there.  James says some 
powerful things about the practical life.  James 1:12-15; 12 Blessed is the man 
who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one 
say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.  
This text is saying that the believer desires to be steadfast, to grow in grace and 
to say “no” to sin.   
 Now, here is a look at the anatomy of sin.  First one is lured and that is 
temptation.  It is known from this passage in James that God tempts no one to 
evil.  God is not tempted and God does not tempt.  So when one is tempted it is 
from Satan and his servants.  The allurement is there and when it is joined with 



one’s desire it gives birth to sin.  In other words when the “old man” comes out 
because of the desire to glorify self and it marries temptation then the child is sin 
and the result of sin is death.  The best way not to have the child of sin is to get 
rid of the parents.  If the child is sin who are the parents?  The parents are 
temptation married to the glory of self meaning “it is all about me.”  That is when 
sin comes. 
 Sin in the Genesis text was not the tree.  In fact all the evidence is clear.  
The tree is good.  Everything God made He said was good.  Sin is not the thing.  
The things in this world are amoral.  Sin is the transgression of God’s Word.  Sin 
is to say, “God I don’t believe You.  I don’t believe Your Word therefore I will live 
in contradiction to that Word.  I will transgress that Word.  I will live not for the 
glory of God I will live for the glory of self.” 
 So how does a Christian get rid of sin in their life?  Remember one is not 
getting rid of sin to get to heaven but one is trusting in Jesus Christ alone to get 
to heaven.  It is His righteousness that is the believer’s righteousness.  It is His 
blood that cleanses the believer from all of their sin but because one is a 
Christian one wants to deal with sin in their life.  The Christian hates sin in their 
life and the best way for them not to have it is to get rid of the parents.   
 So how does one get rid of temptation?  There are two ways.  The first 
way is to pray the way Jesus taught the believer to pray.  Matthew 6:9-13, “Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” The positive is “Lord, lead me into 
righteousness.”  In other words, pray that God would fill one’s life with the love of 
Christ.  The second way to get rid of temptation is to flee it.  It seems there are so 
many things Christians get backwards in their Christian life.  Here is one.  A 
Christian will exalt themselves and then pray for humility.  God says, “Humble 
yourself and I will exalt you at the right time” (James 4:10).  Here is another one 
the Christian gets backwards.  The Christian will flee Satan and try to resist 
temptation.  The Bible says in James 4:7, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  Why?  It is because Jesus defeated 
Satan at the cross and greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.  Do 
not flee Satan, resist him.  God does not allow the believer to flee Satan because 
He has called the believer to the battle.  Resist Satan and he will flee from you 
and flee temptation. 
 When I became a believer I came out of an immoral and ungodly life.  I 
noticed my summers were difficult for me as a new Christian.  I began to wonder 
why.  A friend of mine who was also a Christian came along and said, “Harry are 
you having a hard time in summer lately?”  I said, “Yeah.”  He said, “Remember 
back before we were Christians, when were the times that we were unleashed in 
our immorality, our ungodliness and our rebellion against God in those years?”  I 
said, “That’s easy, OD.”  That did not mean overdose, it meant Ocean Drive 
which is next to Myrtle Beach.  I realized that in the summers I would go back to 
Myrtle Beach and that is where I would engage in ungodly behavior.  Then I said, 
“You know what?  I don’t think I need to go there anymore.”  So for five years I 



never went back to the beach.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was 
not the sin it was disobedience to God.   So the beach is not evil.  It was what I 
was doing when I was there that was wrong.  The smells, the sounds, the places 
and the relationships I had at the beach reminded me of the things I did as a non 
Christian.  When I went back as a believer it began to take hold of me.  So for 
five years I had to flee temptation until God put other things in my life that were 
deeper and stronger.  Do not go and try to resist it but flee it.   
 Maybe there is one reading this that needs to flee a computer that is in a 
room where the door can close because of what one might be drawn to or will go 
to and one cannot stop hitting that clicker.  Maybe you are like the young man I 
pastored in Chattanooga, Tennessee whose family kept breaking up because of 
his immorality.  He would repent and confess and his wife was gracious to take 
him back.  After this cycle, one time I took him to lunch.  I will call him Joe at this 
point.  I said to him, “Joe we have got to break this thing.  Where do you work?”  
He told me.  Then I had enough sense to ask him, “Joe where do you park when 
you go to work?”  He told me.  I said, “Joe if you park there then you must pass 
the three blocks that say “Adult Bookstores” across the storefront?”  (Thankfully 
they are no longer there today).  He said, “I sure do.”  He would go right by these 
stores and he would get caught.  I said, “Let me guess, you resolve and you go 
by it and you resist, right?  Then the next week you stop and look in the window 
and the next week you go in.”   Then the next week he would buy something from 
them.  The next week his faithfulness to his wife even under his resolve would 
begin to crumble.   The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the boastful pride of 
life were all there.  He would then begin to rationalize and say, “I’ll come back 
after I do this.  I deserve this.  I’m tired.  I work hard.  I deserve this.”  I said, “Joe 
would you do me a favor?  Here is another parking deck.  So instead of walking 
three blocks you are going to have to walk five blocks but you don’t have to walk 
by the bookstores.”  He agreed.  Joe’s family today is growing in the grace and 
knowledge of Christ.  Flee temptation. 
 Now, get rid of self glory by dying to oneself.  Say, “I want God’s glory.”  
Galatians 2:20, “The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.”  One says, “I die to myself.”  One may 
say at this point, “Harry I have already been converted, I’ve died to myself and 
committed myself to Christ.”  That is alright.  Every day one has to get up and put 
the “old man” to death.  The “old man” tells us everyday “It is really all about you.  
You really deserve this today.”  When Satan comes with his temptations he has 
got two allies.  He has got a whole culture that keeps telling a person, “you 
deserve a break today.   You deserve this.  By the way if you buy our thing and 
eat it you will really have life.  Just possess this.  This is life.  It is all about you.”  
This is the glory of God set aside and exchanged for the glory of self.  Satan’s 
temptations are strong.  Flee them.  Satan is wily but the crucial thing, the 
inevitability of sin is whenever one exchanges the glory of God for the glory of 
self.  That is what Eve did.  Eve thought, “I can be like God.  My joy is not to 
glorify God.  I can be like Him.”  Then she became susceptible.  Kill the “old man” 
daily. 



 Here is one more takeaway.  The statement “kill the ‘old man’ daily” could 
come from any religious, moralistic comment if it is not anchored in the right 
place.  However this needs to be anchored.  So where is Jesus in this?  By a 
man, Adam comes death.  By a man, a second Adam comes life, Jesus Christ.  
When Satan comes after Adam he comes after him with his schemes and his 
snares but does one think that Satan left Jesus, the second Adam, alone?  No, 
he came after Him too.  Luke 4 gives the Christian their victory.  I want to enter 
into the battle against sin.  I want to say “no” to myself and I want to flee 
temptation.  I want to do those things but Luke 4 shows us the victory.   
 Luke 4:1-12, 1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the 
devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was 
hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone 
to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone.’” 5 And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I 
will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 And Jesus answered 
him, “It is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you 
serve.’”  9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, 10 for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard 
you,’ 11 and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.’” 12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’” 13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, 
he departed from him until an opportune time.  
 The first Adam is in a garden with everything he needs, full and fed, and 
he falls into sin.  But God is gracious and He sends a second Adam, Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus Christ comes into this world and Satan comes to Him.  Notice how 
Satan uses the same deceptions.  Satan does not have these dominions to give 
to Jesus.  Those kingdoms he showed Jesus are a mist that are about to be 
blown away.  Those are sandcastles in the sky.  Yet Jesus is not in a garden He 
is in a wilderness.  He is not fed.  He has fasted forty days.  Satan comes to 
Jesus and says, “Jesus isn’t this yours anyway.”  Satan comes to Him with the 
lust of the flesh, “Are you hungry Jesus?  Make these stones become bread.”  
Jesus says, “No, the Word of God says…”  Unlike Eve who got it wrong, Jesus 
gets it right.  “The Word of God says, ‘man shall not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”  Satan then says, “Jesus I’ll 
give you all these kingdoms if you just bow down and worship me.”  Jesus does 
not even correct him because the kingdoms are not Satan’s to give so this was a 
bogus offer.  He simply corrects him by saying, “This is about glory.  You shall 
worship the Lord your God and Him alone.”  God’s glory rescued Him in that 
moment not the glory of self. 
 Satan is not through yet.  He is thinking, “If I can’t get you with the lust of 
the flesh through hunger or the lust of the eyes through what I can give you then 
maybe I can’t get you with the boastful pride of life.  Okay you want to quote the 



Bible?  The Bible says in the book of Psalms, that if you’re the Son of God you 
can throw yourself down and not let Your foot be bruised.  So throw yourself 
down and prove who You are.”  Jesus does not allow the distortion of God’s 
Word.  Jesus says, “You shall not tempt the Lord Your God.”  Satan departs from 
Him.  There is one’s victory! 
 The victory is not one saying, “I’m going to live such a good life that I know 
you’ll love me and I’ll just get to heaven.”  A person’s victory is in Jesus Christ.  
He on this day entered into single combat with Satan to fulfill the will of God, for 
the glory of God to redeem sinners.  Satan comes and says, “hey I have another 
plan.  Jesus, why don’t we skip the suffering, the cross, the atonement, the 
mockery, the rejection and I’ll give it all to you.  Let’s make it all about you.”  
Right then Jesus says, “No, it is not about Me.  It is about the glory of My Father.  
It is written of Me, ‘I delight to do Your will, O God.’  It is about the salvation of the 
people whom I have entered into covenant with for the Father.”  Therefore Jesus 
did not take the shortcut for the glory of self.  He embraced the call of His Father.  
So one man comes death and by this Man comes the resurrection of the dead.  
 So this day, who do you believe?  Do you believe the promises of God 
and His Word or will you believe the bogus offers of Satan that sin brings life, that 
disobedience brings life, that God cannot be trusted?  Will you trust God’s Word 
today when He tells you that you cannot save yourself but in Jesus Christ you 
shall surely be saved?  Satan displayed to Him the kingdoms of this world and 
we sell out for a lot less than that.  Give yourself today to Jesus Christ and trust 
in Him.  Christ went and dealt with that temptation through the power of the Spirit 
and the Word of God which one needs but you must be in Christ and Christ in 
you. 
 When I moved to Miami, Florida I did not know anybody so I went to the 
funeral home.  One may say, “Harry you’re not going to meet many at the funeral 
home are you?”  I told the funeral director that if anyone showed up and did not 
have a preacher and needed someone to do the funeral to have them call me.  
What an opportunity to share the gospel, meet people and minister to people.  
The funeral director and I began to talk more and he said to me, “Harry in a non-
religious or secular funeral do you know what the number one request is for the 
song played at the funeral?”  To give one a clue this was in 1980.  He went on to 
say, “By far this song is almost always asked to be played.  It is “I Did It My 
Way.””  What a bogus.  I want you to know Jesus Christ.  He won the victory.  He 
has defeated Satan, hell and sin.  In Him is life and when you know Him I want 
you to hate sin.  Flee temptation and die to yourself every day because the key is 
when the glory of self begins to take over instead of the glory of God.  But on this 
very day you come to Jesus Christ.  He is the One who has entered into that 
combat.  He took no shortcut.  He did the suffering.  He went to the cross.  There 
is victory in Jesus. 
 
Prayer: 
Father, thank you for the moments together in Your Word.  O God speak to our 
hearts.  “I Did It My Way” what a dirge of death but to know Jesus all the way 
what a life!  Will You fill our hearts with the love of Christ and the joy of Christ?  



Would You give us a heart that looks to Christ and trusts the Word of God?  
Would You give us the ability in Christ to grow in and for Him?  Now Father we 
will give You the praise and the glory because such life is from You.  There is no 
one else.  We would not seek to rise above You but how we thank You that we 
can be in Christ and Christ in us.  Now Father give us the joy of our Savior and 
may others see Him in us and we will give You the praise, in Jesus name, Amen. 
 


